[image: image1.png]




DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE ACCESS AND ACCOUNTABILITY


1 WEST WILSON STREET


P O BOX 309



MADISON  WI  53701-0309

Jim Doyle



Governor

Telephone:  608-266-8922


State of Wisconsin
FAX:  608-266-1096

Karen E. Timberlake

TTY:  888-692-1402

Secretary
Department of Health Services
dhs.wisconsin.gov
PAGE  

Date:

September 22, 2009

To:

Jason A. Helgerson, Medicaid Director



Division of Health Care Access and Accountability

From:

Karen E. Timberlake, Secretary



Department of Health Services

Subject:
CACHET Recommendations

I have received the Division’s recommendations to implement the recommendations made by the Clinical Advisory Committee on Health and Emerging Technology at its August 27, 2009 meeting with the modification to limit coverage of chiropractic services rather than eliminate all coverage of chiropractic services.  I support Division’s recommendations with one exception.  Any modifications to the chiropractic benefit should be made following input and consideration by the Division’s Evidence-Based Health Care Initiative.  

As a result, the Core Plan benefit will be modified as follows, effective January 1, 2010: 

· Increase enrollment to 50,000 members

· Add coverage of limited health education services

· Add coverage of Screening, Brief Intervention, Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) services

· Add coverage of podiatry services

· Add coverage of hospice services

· Add coverage of home health (limited to 30 days post-hospitalization)

· Add limited coverage of angiotensin receptor blockers (ARBs) using prior authorization 

· Allow the Division to substitute services on a case-by-case basis when cost-effective

· Limit outpatient hospital visits to 25 per year excluding emergency room visits

· Apply three Rate Reform initiatives to the Core Plan

· Evidence-based health care 

· Limiting Medicaid rates to no more than Medicare

· Expanded pharmacy lock-in

· Quantity limits, step-therapy and diagnosis restrictions for certain brand name drugs

· Modify drug copays to $4 for generics and $8 for brand name with a $24/month maximum

· Increase the copayment for emergency rooms from $0 to $3 for individuals with income < 100% of the FPL

Let me know if you have any questions.
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