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Flood Action Recommendations for Water Systems

At Rock County Campgrounds in Flood Plains

The following are some recommendations to reduce potential health hazards related to the private water systems during flooded conditions:

· Keep water distribution system pressurized at all times.  Shutting off the system could result in a loss of pressure and possible contamination of water distribution lines.

· Make sure all campsites have back flow prevention valves.

· To prevent back-siphoning, remove all potable water hoses/lines between the distribution system and the camper units and place hoses out of reach of floodwaters.

· Pump out all sewage transfer tanks for individual sites to reduce contamination of floodwaters.

· Use bottled or boiled water until floodwaters recede and safe water samples are confirmed.

· Conduct bacteria testing of the water system frequently (at least weekly) during the flooded period.  

· Disinfect all equipment, water lines, hoses, and interior/exterior plumbing prior to reconnecting a unit’s water service.

In addition, other health related risks associated with flooding may pose as potential problems.  The Health Department can provide you with special recommendations related to:

· Drinking Water Safety

· Food Safety

· Sewer/Waste water Safety

· Garbage Precautions

· Injury Prevention

· Correcting Water Damage and Cleanup Recommendations.

Website for additional details:  http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/eh/DisasterHealthSafety/flooding.htm

Note:  A special concern for those sites that have very high water levels may be the propane cylinders.  These cylinders, especially if only partially full, could become very buoyant in floodwaters and pose as a significant hazard for fire or gas accumulation in campers if damaged.  These tanks should be adequately secured or removed.

