OAK CREEK HEALTH DEPARTMENT


TO REPORT FLOOD DAMAGE IN OAK CREEK, CONTACT THE OAK CREEK EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER AT 766-6600

Flood Safety Concerns

Water Safety

· If the water is CLOUDY, ODOROUS, COLORED – DO NOT DRINK THE WATER!

· Sewage may back flow from your septic or municipal system through floor drains, toilets, etc.  Any affected areas, such as basements, must be cleaned and disinfected, as with a chlorine solution.  Anything that cannot be cleaned should be thrown out.

· Do not use the water from a private well that has been or is flooded.   Wells must be tested for safety.  
· Drink bottled water or water from a known, safe, source.  If necessary, you can make water safe to drink by boiling the water for five minutes (rolling boil), then let cool.
· If you have any open cuts or sores that will be exposed to flood water, keep them as clean as possible by washing well with soap to control infection.  If a wound develops, redness, swelling, or drainage, seek immediately medical attention.

· DO NOT swim or bathe in rivers, streams, creeks, lakes or flood waters!  If you enter swiftly flowing water, you risk drowning—regardless of your ability to swim.

· Cars or other vehicles do not provide adequate protection from flood waters.  Cars can be swept away/may break down in moving water.

Food Safety

· When in doubt, do not eat suspicious food.

· Do not eat any food that has come into contact with flood water.  

· Undamaged, commercially canned foods can be saved if you remove the can labels, wash the cans, and then disinfect them with a solution consisting of 1 cup of bleach to 5 gallons of water.  Re-label your cans, including the expiration date, with a marker.

· Do not use contaminated water.
Injury Prevention

· Electrical Safety – Do not attempt to restore or work on power sources without first contacting your utility.  Homes that are flooded should have their power disconnected by the utility company.

· Emergency generators should ONLY be used in well-ventilated areas.  Otherwise, CARBON MONOXIDE, a colorless, odorless gas, can build up with fatal consequences.

Physical Hazards

· Avoid wading in water without proper foot protection.  Broken glass, metal fragments, and other debris may be submerged in the flooded area.

· When doing clean-up wear:

N 95 respirator (hardware stores usually sell them)

Goggles without vent holes

Gloves

Long pants, long sleeved shirt, and boots

· Clean and dry your house and everything in it.

· Clean and dry hard surfaces.  

· Throw away anything that was wet with flood water and can’t be cleaned.

· If you use a portable generator, use it OUTSIDE and far away from the building.  The exhaust, or fumes from a portable generator could kill you in minutes if you breathe it in!

· If you are cut or punctured, contact your physician or the Oak Creek Health Department (414-768-6525) as soon as possible.  Tetanus vaccinations may be necessary.

FUTURE CONCERNS

· MOLD – Many people are allergic to mold.
Household furnishings, carpets, etc. must be cleaned and dried as soon as possible to avoid mold growth.  Discard furnishings such as carpet, drapes, stuffed toys, upholstered furniture, mattresses, wicker furniture, or ceiling tiles that can’t be dried completely.  

· Keep records of all of the items you discard for insurance purposes.

· Remove and replace wet drywall and insulation.

· Inspect and clean all appliances, freezers, stoves and refrigerators that have been in contact with floodwater.

· Have heating and ventilation professionals check heating and cooling systems for mold contamination.

· Inspect for mold growth through out the house.

Persons with respiratory health problems should not perform the clean-up.  Children and pets should not be allowed in these areas.

THERE ARE A LIMITED NUMBER OF FREE FLOOD CLEAN-UP KITS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE GO TO THE CITY OF OAK CREEK WEB SITE @ www.oakcreekwi.org.
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