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FITCHBURG – Private well owners….just because your well is flowing doesn’t mean your drinking water is contaminated, according to a drinking and groundwater officials with the Department of Natural Resources. 


“A flowing well is one where the water pressure is so great that water starts flowing out the vents or beneath the well cap,” pointed out Steve Ales, Drinking and Groundwater supervisor with the agency’s South Central Region at Fitchburg.

The cause of flowing wells is the increased precipitation going back to last August, and in particular this past week and “a flowing well is not an indicator that the well has become contaminated, but only indicates that water pressure underground has increased,” said Mr. Ales.

In most cases, the flow should stop within a few weeks after the heavy rainfall stops, but in the meantime, it is important that the water be directed away from the well, according to Mr. Ales.  

 If a well continues to flow after a few months, then well owners should contact a licensed well driller or pump installer and have an overflow device installed on the well, he said.

If the home owner has any concerns about their well water quality, the water becomes discolored or turbid, develops an odor, or has any other change in aesthetic qualities, the drinking water supervisor recommends that persons should discontinue using the well for drinking and cooking purposes, obtain water from a known, safe supply and have the well tested for bacteria prior to using it again.

DNR also recommends that home owners with wells overtopped by flood waters should discontinue using the well for drinking and cooking purposes and instead seek an alternative, known safe water supply.  The well should then be properly disinfected before reuse and it should be tested for bacteria after treatment has taken place, added Mr. Ales.

Well test kits can be obtained from your local county health department. Test information is available at the Department of Health & Family services web site at

http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/localhealth/index.htm
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The following counties are in the South Central Region: Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Green, Grant, Iowa, Jefferson, Lafayette, Richland, Rock, Sauk.
The Public Affairs Manager for DNR South Central Region is Greg Matthews, (608) 275-3317
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