PATHWAYS TO INDEPENDENCE/DHS OFFICE OF INDEPENDENCE & EMPLOYMENT:

Information for Regional Initiative Grant Applicants about Project Assessment Requirements 
All Pathways/OIE sponsored projects, including the Regional Initiative Grants, should result in learning that can be applied to that project, other Pathways efforts, or that can be of use to those external to Pathways. In most cases these efforts involve having findings that will be of value to those not directly involved in the project and thus will usually be shared with some external public or publics.
This document provides (a) information that will help you prepare your grant application and (b) briefly indicate what will be expected should your proposal be funded. Please note that Pathways will assign staff to each awardee to provide oversight and technical help with the project, including any study or assessment of the project. 

Things to consider when thinking about how you will study or assess your project:

You do not need to have a formal study plan in your grant application. Nonetheless, in your narrative you need to indicate what you will do to indicate whether the project has been a success. As you think through how to do this, you may want to think about the following questions. 

1. What are you trying to learn? In other words, what are the questions you want to try to answer by studying the project?

2. What is the approach you intend to use to answer your questions? Where will the data come from?

3. What is the focus of your analysis – individuals, groups, agencies, programs, etc.? Is there any possibility that there be human subjects or HIPAA issues that will require you to take the plan to an Institutional Review Board (IRB) and/or to seek an agreement to obtain access to Protected Health Information (PHI)? (Human subject issues can arise whenever you collect identifiable information about any person for research purposes, whether directly from that individual or any other sources. HIPAA compliance issues arise whenever any of the identifiable data are classified, under that law, as PHI.)

4. Who will be designing and implementing the study?

5. How do you plan to disseminate study findings? Will anything go to anyone outside of the project itself or outside of DHS?
6. What can you actually do within the resources and time available? In particular, do not attempt to measure outcomes that can not be measured before the end of the grant period.
What to expect if you are awarded the grant?
At minimum you will be asked to work closely with your grant officer (the Pathways Regional Coordinator for your region) to complete a study abstract and to revise that as needed. 

If the study will be funded through the Regional Grant there may be additional requirements that you will need to meet. This is particularly true, should the study be conducted by a third party you hire for that purpose. You will be given detailed information should you be awarded a Regional Initiative Grant.

As a grantee, you are always responsible for insuring that any study that utilizes information from or about identifiable individuals is in full compliance with federal human subjects and HIPAA requirements. 
