


Policy on Severe Weather

	Date: (enter date of initial policy here)
	Last Reviewed On: (date of policy review)


Purpose:  To define appropriate staff response when there is a severe weather Watch or Warning.   
Definitions: 

Severe Thunderstorm Watch is issued by the National Weather Service when the weather conditions are such that a severe thunderstorm (damaging winds 58 miles per hour or more, or hail three-fourths of an inch in diameter or greater) is likely to develop.
Severe Thunderstorm Warning is issued by the National Weather Service when severe thunderstorms are possible in and near the watch area.  It does not mean that they will occur. It only means they are possible.
Tornado Watch is issued by the National Weather Service when severe thunderstorms and tornadoes are possible in and near the watch area.  It does not mean that they will occur. It only means they are possible.
Tornado Warning is issued by the National Weather Service when a tornado or funnel cloud is imminent or is actually sighted or detected on radar.  
Action Steps:  
1. Command: 
a. The highest level personnel on duty assumes the role of Incident Commander and activates the Incident Command System.

b. If law enforcement, fire department or other authority arrives on scene, Unified Command may be established.
2. Notification of Severe Weather Threat: 
a. Staff, located on (insert facility specific information - example:2-East) are to receive any weather alert from the National Weather Services via the emergency weather radio 
b. The person receiving the weather alert is to notify the (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) of the severe weather
c. The (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) is to use the (insert facility specific information - Example: PA system) to notify the staff and residents of the watch or warning that is in effect by using the appropriate announcement texts.

3. Staff Response to Thunderstorm Watch
a. Upon receiving an alert over the weather radio, (insert facility specific information - example:2-East charge nurse) shall, dial (insert facility specific information - example:#77) on the telephone which activates the (insert facility specific information - example: public address system) and announce: 
“Your Attention please. Your attention please.  The National Weather Service has issued a Severe Thunderstorm Watch in effect until (insert time).  All personnel are to activate severe thunderstorm watch procedures until an ALL CLEAR is issued.”

b. Unit personnel are to account for the whereabouts of all residents and be prepared to implement procedures for a Severe Thunderstorm Warning if conditions worsen. 
c. (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) is to continue to monitor alerts issued on the weather radio and weather radar on television/radio.
d. (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) is to provide regular updates to staff and residents as to status of watch.
e. If the severe weather threat extends over any shift change, the (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) is to review the severe weather threat with arriving staff.

f. The (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) shall declare “ALL CLEAR”, based upon notification of weather radio or media.

4. Staff Response to Severe Thunderstorm Warning

a. Upon receiving an alert over the weather radio, (insert facility specific information - example:2-East charge nurse) shall, dial (insert facility specific information - example:#77 –)on the telephone which activates the (insert facility specific information - example: public address system) and announce:
“Your attention please. Your attention please.  The National Weather Service has issued a Severe Thunderstorm Warning in effect until (insert time).   All personnel are to activate severe thunderstorm warning procedures until an ALL CLEAR is issued.”

b. All personnel shall return to their workstations.
c. Unit personnel shall account for the whereabouts of all residents and move them away from windows.
d. (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) is to continue to monitor alerts issued on the weather radio and weather radar on television/radio.
e. If the severe weather threat extends over any shift change, the (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) is to review the severe weather threat with arriving staff.

f. All personnel should continue to keep residents away from windows until the ALL CLEAR is announced.
g. The (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) shall declare “ALL CLEAR”, based upon notification of weather radio or media.

5. Staff Response to Tornado Watch 
a. Upon receiving an alert over the weather radio, (insert facility specific information - example: 2-East charge nurse) shall, dial (insert facility specific information - example: #77)on the telephone which activates the (insert facility specific information - example: public address system) and announce:
“Your Attention please. Your attention please.  The National Weather Service has issued a Tornado Watch in effect until (insert time).  All personnel are to activate tornado watch procedures until an ALL CLEAR is issued.”

b. Unit personnel shall account for the whereabouts of all residents and be prepared to implement tornado warning procedures if conditions worsen.
c. (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) is to continue to monitor alerts issued on the weather radio and weather radar on television/radio.
d. If the severe weather threat extends over any shift change, the (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) is to review the severe weather threat with arriving staff.

e. All personnel should continue to keep residents away from windows until the ALL CLEAR is announced.

f. The (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) shall declare “ALL CLEAR”, based upon notification of weather radio or media.

6. Staff Response to Tornado Warning
a. Upon receiving an alert over the weather radio, (insert facility specific information - example: 2-East charge nurse) shall, dial (insert facility specific information- example: #77) on the telephone which activates the (insert facility specific information - example: public address system) system and announce:
“Your attention please. Your attention please.  The National Weather Service has issued a Tornado Warning in effect until (insert time).  All personnel are to activate tornado warning procedures immediately and remain at alert until an ALL CLEAR is issued.”

b. All unit personnel are to account for all residents, visitors, and staff.
c. Unit personnel are to close blinds, curtains, shades and privacy curtains.
d. Unit personnel are to move residents to the assigned areas:

(The following are examples only and the facility should make these instructions facility specific.)
i. Kitchen staff to move East 1 and 2 ambulatory residents to Basement East Shelter Area.

ii. Office Staff to move West 1 and 2 ambulatory residents to the West Basement Storm Shelter Area.

iii. Basement Staff to stay with residents and assist as necessary.

iv. Unit Personnel to move wheelchair residents to shelter areas on the units.  Move residents in beds as far from the window as possible.  Cover with blankets/bed linen.

v. Visitors and other personnel to shelter in basement.

e. If the severe weather threat extends over any shift change, the (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) is to review the severe weather threat with arriving staff.

f. The (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor) shall declare “ALL CLEAR”, based upon notification of weather radio or media.
7. All Clear

a. All personnel are to assess residents and visitors for injuries and report all injuries to the (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor).
b. All personnel are to assess for structural damage and report to (insert facility specific information - example: Supervisor).

	Although this template checklist and policy has been developed and reviewed by topic experts, this template is not intended to provide legal advice. The information contained in this checklist and policy is information only to assist the facility in developing emergency response polices and plans based on the uniqueness of each facility.

It is recommended that the facility define specifically the time-frame for words such as “immediately”, “periodically”, etc. The time-frame for these words may differ with each policy. For example, in one policy instead of using “periodically”, the facility may use “quarterly”; in another policy, instead of using “periodically”, the facility may use “monthly”.
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