Health priority: Alcohol and other substance use and addiction

Intervention: Adding community interventions to school programs
Finding: Sufficient evidence for effectiveness

Potential partners to undertake the intervention:

IZNonprofits or local coalitions [ ]Businesses or labor organizations
XISchools or universities X]Media

[ ]Health care providers XLocal public health departments
[IState public health departments XPolicymakers

DHospitals, clinics or managed care organizations [ ]Other:

Background on the intervention:
Broadening school-based education by including family, community, and mass media will
reinforce desired behaviors by providing a supportive context for school-based programs.

Findings from the systematic reviews:

Systematic reviews provided sufficient evidence to add community interventions to school-
based programs. Parents and the wider community should be involved in school-based drug
education. The effects of school-based programs can be increased significantly when
community components are added.

Limitations/Comments:

While researchers and academics bring academic knowledge and technical skills, community
members are experts on the culture of the community. Community input needs to be solicited
and used to direct drug prevention at every stage of the project.
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