APPENDIX G

Problem evaluation

Several situations may indicate a need for further epidemiologic investigation.  These include, but are not limited to:

· the occurrence of skin test conversions or TB disease in staff members

· situations in which inmates or staff members with TB disease are not promptly identified and isolated, thus exposing other persons in the facility to M. tuberculosis.

The general objectives of these investigations are as follows:

· to determine the likelihood that transmission of and infection with M. tuberculosis has occurred in the facility

· to determine the extent to which M. tuberculosis  has been transmitted

· to identify those persons who have been exposed and infected, enabling them to receive appropriate clinical management and treatment

· to identify factors that could have contributed to transmission and to implement appropriate interventions

· to evaluate the effectiveness of any interventions that are implemented and to assure that exposure to and transmission of M. tuberculosis have been terminated.

The exact circumstances of these situations are likely to vary considerably, and the associated epidemiologic investigations should be tailored to the individual circumstances.  For a more detailed example of investigating PPD conversions, refer to Appendix O.

