APPENDIX O
Protocol for investigating purified protein derivative (PPD)-tuberculin skin-test conversions in correctional facilities CDC. Guidelines for Preventing the Transmission of Mycobacterium tuberculosis in Health-Care Facilities, 1994.  MMWR 1994;43(RR-13):44.

PPD test conversion




1.  Evaluate individual for active tuberculosis (TB).

2.  Determine need for treatment of latent TB infection or curative therapy.

3.  Obtain history of possible TB exposure.

4.  Notify public health department.


Probable exposure to Mycobacterium tuberculosis outside of facility?


 


  
           No




      
     Yes

 
Recognized exposure to M. tuberculosis in facility?



No further investigation necessary in facility.

 

  
Yes







No

 

Review laboratory and infection control records to identify patients who have TB.

Match patients who have TB and HCW PPD conversion, by time and location.

Probable source patient(s) identified?


Yes
No           

1.
Identify and evaluate contacts of the suspected source patient..

2.
Evaluate possible reasons for exposure and transmission.

3.
Implement interventions.

4.
Repeat PPDs and evaluation after 3 mos.



1.
Review PPD screening results of  employees and inmates in same area .

2.
Consider additional PPD testing.



Other PPD conversions detected?


 


Yes


Transmission in the facility more likely:  evaluate patient detection process, TB infection control practices, and engineering controls.


Potential problem identified?


Yes
No


1.
Implement intervention(s) to

correct problem.

2.
Repeat PPDs and evaluation

after 3 mos.


PPD conversions

or other evidence

of transmission?

   

No



Yes


1.
Reassess possible reasons for

exposure and transmission.

2.
Reassess interventions.

3. Repeat PPDs and evaluation

after 3 mos.


                                  PPD conversions or other evidence of transmission?


Terminate Investigation.                    No               Yes
1. Implement high-risk protocol for area (or occupational group).

2.  Obtain consultation.                     

 












	No





Transmission in the facility less likely: terminate investigation.








