
INFORMATION SHEET 7

Investigating Contacts Of Clients And HCWs


Who Have Infectious TB
If a client who has active TB is examined in a health‑care facility and the illness is not diagnosed correctly, resulting in failure to apply appropriate precautions, or if a HCW develops active TB and exposes other persons in the facility, the following steps will be taken when the illness is later diagnosed correctly:


To identify other clients and HCWs who were exposed to the source client before isolation procedures were begun, interview the source client and all applicable personnel and review that client's medical record. Determine the areas of the facility in which the source client  visited or worked while at the facility and the HCWs or other employeeswho may have been exposed during that time.


The contact investigation will first determine if M. tuberculosis transmission has occurred from the source client to those persons with whom the source client had close contact.


Administer PPD tests to close contacts which may include HCWs, other employees, and clients as soon as possible after the exposure has occurred. 

If transmission did occur to the close contacts, then those persons with whom the client had less contact will be  evaluated. If the initial PPD test result is negative, a second test will be administered 12 weeks after the exposure was terminated.


Those persons who were exposed to M. tuberculosis and who have either a PPD test conversion or symptoms suggestive of TB will receive prompt clinical evaluation and, if indicated, chest radiographs and bacteriologic studies will be performed.  Those persons who have evidence of newly acquired infection or active disease will be evaluated for preventive or curative therapy. Persons who have previously had positive PPD test results and who have been exposed to an infectious TB client do not require a repeat PPD test or a chest radiograph.  If they have symptoms suggestive of TB, chest radiographs and bacteriologic studies will be performed.


In addition to PPD testing those HCWs, other employees, and clients who have been exposed to M. tuberculosis because a client was not isolated promptly or a HCW with active TB was not identified promptly, the investigation will determine why the diagnosis of TB was delayed. If the correct diagnosis was made but the client was not isolated promptly, the reasons for the delay need to be defined so that corrective actions can be taken.

