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(608) 266-8926 
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3

Topics Covered
• Introduction
• What’s New in V3?
• Menu Bars & Display Screen Review
• Edits Review 
• Data Entry Demonstration
• Installation & Import/Export Features
• Log-out/Backup/Log-in Features
• WebPlus (Data Submission Demonstration)
• Hematopoietic Database Demo (if time allows)
• Q&A
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AbstractPlus V3 Materials

• All materials will be available on the 
WCRS web site for download shortly after 
CDC makes final release available.

• Materials include:
– Executable Program File
– User Manual
– List of Edits Used in AbstractPlus

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wcrs/reporterinfo.htm

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wcrs/reporterinfo.htm
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Introduction
• What is Abstract Plus? 
• Abstract Plus is the data entry tool developed by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
modified by WCRS.  It accomplishes the following goals:

– Summarizes the medical record into an electronic report of 
cancer diagnosis and treatment by abstractors and other 
individuals or groups who work with cancer data.

– Meets Wisconsin reporting requirements.  Abstract Plus supports 
the data items required by Wisconsin and the National Program 
of Cancer Registries, including text fields.
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Introduction

• What is the intent of this training?

– Today’s training will review how Abstract Plus 
works from a technical, “how-to” angle.  

– This training is NOT intended to cover actual 
reporting content or reporting rules.  (Training 
on content and rules is available at the WCRS 
web site.)
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What’s New in V3?

• .NET Technology (Microsoft)
– Will need to import extracts from old version 

to new version – no automatic upgrade is 
available.

• Automatic Database encryption
• User-Selected Backup Option Added
• Audit capability
• Delete abstracts without needing to be in 

‘administrator mode.’
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What’s New in V3?

• Run Custom Reports (feature being 
implemented in phases by CDC)

• The Options menu (allows user to change 
password and security questions)

• Help feature includes option to run SEER 
Hematopoietic database

• Text fields are no longer hidden in a tab
• 260 edits on each case vs 202 in old Abs+
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What’s New in V3?

• Manage your own facility and doctor 
tables, no longer need to wait for upgrade 
from WCRS.

• Prompt Messages on individual fields
• Panels can be resized
• Completion status and edit counts 

available on bottom of screen
• Edit error icon next to fields with edits
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What’s New in V3?

• Change your own password and reset 
forgotten passwords without administrator 
permission

• Ability to ‘hold’ a completed case and not 
export until ready

• New date format for data entry
• Histology search feature includes new 

hematopoietic database look up for 
hematopoietic and lymphoid neoplasms
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What’s New in V3?

• New EDITS window with more user-
friendly options

• Automatically clears Collaborative Staging 
fields for cases diagnosed 2003 or earlier.

• Automatically defaults values for site-
specific factors when not applicable to the 
site being abstracted.

• Limited Use of Overrides for specific edits.
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File Menu

Main Menu Options
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File Menu
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File Tab/Administration Menus
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Administration Menu
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Utilities Menu
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Utilities Menu
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Reports Menu
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Reports Menu
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Options Menu
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Help Menu
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Display Screen
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Edits Review

• 260 edits are run on each case entered in 
Abstract Plus.
– Demographic, tumor, text, date, administrative

• Two edit formats:  individual and inter-item
– Individual:  edit only checks one data item
– Inter-item:  edit checks multiple data items
– Abstract Plus has 126 individual edits and 134 

inter-item edits
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Edits Review

• How do the edits work?
– Cascading edits / dynamic process
– Checks for WCRS critical data items

• Items that can not be left blank.  Screen will show:  
Missing Critical Field:  [name of field]

– Standards are constantly changing - this is a 
work in progress. 

– It is important to let WCRS know when you 
experience an edit problem.  
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Data Entry Demonstration
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Case Scenario

• On 6/8/2010 a married 45 year old white 
female was seen by a dermatologist in his 
office for an abnormal area of her upper 
right arm.  A .6 mm area was removed 
surgically in his office.  The pathology 
report defined malignant melanoma, 
Clark’s Level I.  On 6/15/2010, a wide 
excision was performed at the local 
hospital, confirming that all cancer had 
been removed.
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Switch to AbstractPlus Case Here
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Import Features

• Import feature:  
– Necessary to import abstracts from V2.  
– replace lost data from backup file

• From the File menu, click on ‘Import 
Abstracts in NAACCR Format’ or click on 
the red arrow icon on the tool bar.

• The Import window will open
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Import Features
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Import Features



34

Import Features
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Import Features
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Import Features
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Export Features

• Export feature
– Default set up to export completed cases that 

have not previously been exported
– Does NOT automatically submit cases to 

WCRS
• Abstracts can be exported in 3 ways:

– Click on File menu, then “Export Abstracts”
– Click the export icon on tool bar  
– Use keystroke Cntl-M
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Export Features
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Export Features

The Mark Exported Abstracts as Exported and Export Only Un-Exported 
Abstracts To Date options are selected by default and, in general, should not be 
changed as these options will prevent re-export of previously exported abstracts, 
thus preventing reporting of duplicate abstracts to your central registry.
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Export Features
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Export Features
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Export Features
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Export Features

• Most important items to remember when 
exporting:
– Choose only unexported abstracts option
– Export function defaults to exporting only 

complete cases
– Follow naming convention as outlined in the 

manual
– Identify the file location to which you wish to 

save all exports prior to exporting cases
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Installation

• Manual provides needed information 
– Install on hard drive/back up on LAN (WCRS 

recommended)
– Install on LAN/back up on LAN

• Hard Drive vs LAN installation
– Default for installation is Hard Drive

• Help files work better
– Strongly recommend that LAN used for 

database and back up
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Installation

• .NET Framework technology requires 
additional programs to be downloaded to 
the computer.  The installation wizard 
looks for the internet access to obtain the 
Microsoft files required, if it does not find 
the link, the files are included in the 
executable and the wizard will install at 
that point.  The initial installation takes 
about 20 minutes.  .NET V3.5 or later is 
recommended.
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Installation

• If a user is unable to connect to the internet or 
not allowed to download files from the Microsoft 
web site, the installation  may fail and require 
that the following files (located with the 
installation in the subfolder “/Required Microsoft 
Installs”) be unzipped and run on their 
workstation to complete the installation.
– Dotnetfx35.zip
– VisualBasicPowerPacks3Setup.zip
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Installation

• Additional Requirements
– Microsoft OS from Windows 98 through Vista
– 512 MB RAM recommended (128 required)
– Latest version of Microsoft Internet Explorer
– Minimum of 70MB free hard drive space is 

required.  200MB is optimal, especially if the 
caseload is fairly high.
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Log-Out/Back Up

• Log Out process is explained clearly in the 
manual.

• Back Up ‘Option:’ Abstract Plus offers 
users the option to back up files.  This is 
part of the log out process.  There is also a 
new feature allowing back up at any time 
AbstractPlus is open.

• WCRS always recommends backing up 
files to a LAN location before logging out 
of the system.
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Login/User IDs

• Manual has complete instructions on 
setting up users.

• Initial Login Procedures
• Routine Login Procedures
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Initial Login
• After installing Abstract Plus version 3.1, if you 

are the first person to launch the program, you 
will be prompted to create a new user account. 
You will then be prompted to log in to Abstract 
Plus using your newly-created User ID and an 
initial password of Welcome1. 

• If other users already exist in your Abstract Plus 
application (i.e. the program has already been 
launched and user account(s) created), you will 
need to contact WCRS for assistance in creating 
a user account for you.
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Initial Login
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Initial Login
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Initial Login

• The result:  the Login window opens

Welcome1
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Initial Login

• Change Password prompt appears
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Initial Login

• Passwords must be between 8-20 characters
• Passwords must contain at least 1 digit and one 

capitalized alphabetical character.
• No special characters are allowed.
• After choosing your new password, the security 

question screen will appear
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Initial Login
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Initial Login

• Some examples of the security questions:

The main window will open after clicking ‘submit 
questions’
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Routine Login

• Routine login procedures should be 
followed when
– You have completed the initial login process 

as the first user of the program
– You have already been assigned a userID
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Routine Login

• After launching the AbstractPlus program, 
enter your userID and password in the 
login window.
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Routine Login

• If you were assigned a userID and this is 
your FIRST time logging in to 
AbstractPlus, you will need to use the 
‘Welcome1’ password and then follow the 
prompts to change your password and 
create security questions.  You will only 
need to do that once.
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WebPlus

• WebPlus Data SUBMISSION software
– Separate from Abstract Plus
– Sends files via secure web site to WCRS.
– Separate UserID and Password required

• WCRS sets up the account
• WebPlus assigns password
• Email is sent to user with ID and password

https://health.wisconsin.gov/
WCRS_WebPlus/logonen.aspx

https://health.wisconsin.gov/�WCRS_WebPlus/logonen.aspx
https://health.wisconsin.gov/�WCRS_WebPlus/logonen.aspx
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WebPlus – What WCRS Will Do

• WCRS will create a userID and set up 
account
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WebPlus – What WCRS Will Do

• WebPlus then generates a password and 
sends an email to the user
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WebPlus – What User Will Do
• This screen appears after you login successfully; click on 

File Upload.
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WebPlus – What User Will Do
• Click on New Upload, NAACCR File, and navigate to the 

submission file in your system; click on Upload.
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WebPlus – What User Will Do
• You will get a confirmation email from WebPlus with the 

status of the submission.
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Hematopoietic Database Demo



69

Questions
and

Answers (????)
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