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Welcome and Introductions:  
· Individual introductions of Council members, DHS staff and general public. 

Public Comments: 
· Kimberlee Coronado (phone)–Informed council of a justice training on November 13 at MATC in Oak Creek. 
Feels that children being transferred to daily living skills is counter-productive.

Operational: Andrea Jacobson
· Parent Representative Vacancies–have all been filled. Bylaws authorize up to 13 members, which have all been confirmed by the Governor’s Office. 
· Approval of August 8, 2019, meeting minutes. 
MOTION made by Roberta Mayo, seconded by Vivian Hazell, to approve the meeting minutes as drafted with one change: spelling correction, change Kimberly Coronado to Kimberlee Coronado. Motion approved unanimously. 


· Confirmed by unanimous consent voice vote Autism Council Meeting Dates for 2020 as: February 7, May 14, August 13, and November 12. 

Updates:      
· Department of Health Services (DHS) Updates --Tabitha Ramminger–HealthCheckOther Services 
a) Published two publication 219.05 and 219.08 updates regarding a medical form and cleaning up verbiage that providers don’t need to complete that form for a health screen. 
b) Update regarding behavioral and health day treatment–currently policy states they can’t be done on the same day–DHS is removing this restriction if they are medically necessary.  This change wasn’t published as of this meeting. 
c) General coding updates will be done at year end.
d) TeleHealth on DHS 2020 priority list. Tabitha will report back to Autism Council when list is available.  
e) Members provided with a HealthCheck brochure, electronic copy link: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p0/p01007.pdf
HealthCheck and HealthCheck “Other Services” Bulletin link: 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02413-0419.pdf
f) New DHS Forward Health-HealthCheck Website Link includes FAQs, press releases; trainings, other resources, and brochure ordering: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forwardhealth/healthcheck.htm
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Updates: (continued) 
g) DHS is creating a provider awareness packet which will include press releases, social media links, mini poster and  other resources.  

DHS Updates–Andrea Jacobson and Deb Rathermel 
h) Children’s Long-Term Support (CLTS) Waiver Program Enrollment & Waitlist by County (October 2019) map


     
i) Bureau of Children’s Services Statewide County Meeting held on October 29 at the Chula Vista Hotel in Wisconsin Dells. CLTS and Birth to 3 County Staff, representing all 72 Wisconsin counties participated as well as service provider exhibitors who offered information and assistance. DHS Deputy Secretary, Julie Willems Van Dijk, welcomed over 325 attendees who attended up to nine different training sessions staffed by DHS managers and program staff. Some session highlights included: Deciding Together and Birth to 3 Social Emotional Grant Opportunity.  

Presentation on the Division of Medicaid, Bureau of Children’s Services, Scorecard–HeeJin Kim 
· HeeJin orientated the Autism Council to the Medicaid Scorecard which provides metrics in programs to children with disabilities in Wisconsin and can guide policies that promoting the wellbeing of children with exceptional needs 
· Autism Council members commented that this document is amazing work and complimented all who had worked on it. 

2019-2020 Council Goal Setting–Andrea Jacobson, Deb Rathermel, and Autism Council Members 
· Autism Council Members discussed and offered ideas under the following categories for next year:  
Best Practices; Early Diagnosis and Intervention Transitions; Family Coordination and Navigation.  




[bookmark: _MON_1639467921][bookmark: _MON_1639467941] 

MOTION made by Bob Johnston, seconded by Rebecca Thompson to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed unanimously.  
Next meeting on February 7, 2020.  
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Welcome and Introductions: 



· Individual introductions of Council members, DHS staff and general public 



Public Comments:  



· Kimberly Coronado (phone) – mother of three children with autism; supports idea of certified peer specialists. She will mail Andrea information re: community activities and resources to share with the Council members.  

· Bob Johnston – parent and former president of the Autism Society of Wisconsin. Shared that Community Resource Networks exist in multiple locations to help families navigate the system; he also encourages parents to contact their insurance company if specific autism benefits are not part of their policy to advocate for change; he has applied for membership on the Autism Council.  

· Julie Quigley – Expressed concern regarding Milwaukee County respite care fiscal agent changes that created a fiscal impact on providers. Julie will refer providers to DHS if they have any unanswered questions. Deb Rathermel (BCS) responded that families enrolled in the program can file formal appeals and in Milwaukee, some families reached out to the Milwaukee County Executive for assistance. Vivian Hazell brought up the role of Council members in representing concerns from constituents.  

        

Council History, Mission, and Scope:  Pam Lano, Nissan Bar-Lev and Vivian Hazell



· Pam went through the “Autism Treatment in Wisconsin” timeline handout and discussed this Council’s historic role in guiding DHS. 

· Nissan went through the Forward Health Guidance for Behavioral Treatment for School-Age Youth joint DHS and DPI guidance document. He shared that services are most effective when provided early and the benefits of services offered in the school setting. He noted that some parents choose insurance companies based on their available autism services as some insurance groups were excluded from the mandate that requires them to offer autism services.  

· Council member/state staff discussion comments included: 

· Kevin – frustration with delays caused by waiting for service approvals and with the reality that self-insured companies aren’t mandated to provide autism services and sometimes ration services. 

· Becky – identified challenges with workforce related to reimbursement rates and agencies that are unwilling to  accept Medicaid reimbursement.  

· Deb Rathermel (Director, Bureau of Children’s Services) suggested that Autism Council members find ways to share information with other councils. This Council has a unique knowledge and perspective related to children with 
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Autism which is helpful to the Department of Health Services (DHS) many divisions and programs and is relevant to the work of other Councils.



Additional Orientation Needs:  New Council Members were asked to identify any additional background or other orientation needs.  



· Kevin – looking for information family navigation and service coaches; he would like to learn history and background on budget and workforce related issues. It would also be helpful if an easy to read chart was available to identify services provided by each state department, including treatment and non-treatment services. 

· John and Vivian -- both expressed interest in family navigators who provide assistance to families working through the system. Julie shared that SE WI staff serve as navigators. 

· Pam - is interested in connecting with public health and Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs. 



Updates:  

· DHS - ForwardHealth – Daniel Yang 

· Shared a data report handout showing the number of Behavioral Treatment providers in the state by County, “2018 Count of BT Providers by County – ForwardHealth”

· DHS is working on updating published policies regarding Behavioral Treatment services which will include guidance on coordination of care for professionals.  

· DHS – Bureau of Children’s Services –

· Kelsey Vincent provided a data report “Children Enrolled in Children’s Long-Term Support Waiver (CLTS) Program with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

· The BCS 2018 Summary of Family Surveys Results handout was distributed. Council members are asked to email Andrea any questions or comments regarding this handout.

· Council Members – Rebecca Thompson passed out a handout titled, “Updated WAPA Survey – May 2019”, explaining significant access to treatment challenges for Medicaid clients with autism.  



Operational: 

· Parent Representative Vacancies –

Andrea passed out a new roster of Council members indicating two parent member vacancies. Council members are encouraged to reach out to their contacts. Suggestion: look for parents of younger children on the spectrum. Interested applicants should go directly to the Governor’s website to apply:  https://30.selectsurvey.net/doa/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=92MK8o2K#.

· Approval of the May 2019 Meeting Minutes

Vivian Hazell made a motion to approve the meeting minutes with one edit suggested by a member:  under public comments for Angie Levin, it should say “Angie Levin shared that autism providers have a waitlist of 1,000 clients”.  Motion was seconded by John Jahnke.  Motion passed unanimously. 



Next Meeting:  November 7, 2019, WI Department of Health Services, 1 West Wilson St, Room 630 Madison 

· Agenda Items: 

· Request for information on the current navigation system for families. Julie has a “next steps” book and a navigator guide for services she will bring to share. 

· Autism Council strategic planning for 2020-2021. In today’s meeting the following items were raised for consideration in November’s meeting: 

· Waitlists and provider capacity issues

· Removing children from school to access treatment services
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· Providers unwilling to accept Medicaid insurance

· Family Navigation



Adjournment:  

· Motion was made by Julie Quigley to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Becky Thompson. Motion passed unanimously.  
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Children’s Long-Term Support (CLTS) Waiver Program Enrollment & Waitlist By County


As of October 31, 2019
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Central:  


Enrolled:  10,092
Waiting:   943


Beth Gullickson: 608-266-8402
elizabeth.gullickson@wisconsin.gov


Mary Schmierer: 608-267-3270
maryjean.schmierer@wisconsin.gov 


Lori Garsow: 608-266-3884 
lori.garsow@wisconsin.gov


Kate Johnson: 608-267-4519
sarahkate2.johnson@wisconsin.gov
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· Access for older children 

· County occurring care 

a) Dually trained 

b) Access

· Individualized funding 

a) Need group access

b) Not always ABA 

· Need more diagnoses provided 
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· How to identify earlier vs. later (need more training in addition to the treatment side)

· Promote interest in the field to increase providers 

· Models to support transition to adulthood 

a) Extended high school

b) Caregiver transitions (loss of parents) 

· Training on value of screening 

· Community resources (include libraries and 211 services)

a) Leaving school–new resources 

b) In Texas, kids can stay in high school until age 26. Is that realistic to extend the maximum school age for kids with disabilities? (I.e. life skills and meaningful preparing for a standard level of independence.) Wisconsin current law says kids can stay in high school until 22.   

· Booklets and resources 

· Need for training on MCAT; physicians have a different idea of what autism is. Need better early identification. 

· Health Care Check –

a) STAT Screen (South Carolina) 

(If you failed the STAT, you were eligible for services automatically without having to do the entire evaluation). It is an observation test. 

b) Explore what are some of the other early screening tools and how the Autism council wants to see what is available. The DHS Medicaid team could take a look at that, including Birth to 3 Program. This is a great opportunity with this administration to influence longstanding policy starting with the youngest children. Standardize screenings.

c) Covered benefit 

· DHS website–Provide a better deliverable website with more up-to-date technology that can be shared and developed. Next steps booklet–enhance on annual basis (depending on ongoing diagnoses for child).

· How can the Autism Council guide DHS? What other waiver supports can be used to transition into adulthood? How can we supplement knowing that this is obviously an issue?
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· How do we better connect across diagnostic treatments? 

· Help families know what types of services their child/family can receive. What does their child need? Define diagnoses and what that means for families.  

· Coordination and Collaboration (Systems) 

a) Credentialing leads to limits 

· Language Barriers 

a) Capacity providers

b) Google translator technology. Families who need interpreters have a hard time finding provider services. Interpreters differ too in their service training.  

c) Pam Lano said that all providers have to provide translator services. Providers cannot turn a family away because they need a translator. Pam has a resource that she can send to Council members.  

· Help connect families to available community, state, private services, and supports

a) Benefits–modalities

b) Program to program 

c) Family navigators connect to state programs and community services.  

· Grants to promote funding options for navigators

· Libraries

· Financial issues: use of special needs trust accounts–caregiver transitions.  




