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Join the Public Hearing 
November 5, 2020, 9:30–11:30 a.m.

 Join online through Zoom, and use passcode 110520.
 Join by phone using any of the following numbers, and use 

webinar ID 973 3379 2716: 
– 301-715-8592
– 312-626-6799
– 646-558-8656 
– 253-215-8782 
– 346-248-7799
– 669-900-9128
– Toll-free: 844-708-2568
– International numbers
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https://dhswi.zoom.us/j/97333792716?pwd=R09lcUJnK3hMUVEvcmhqMVdGVExSdz09
https://dhswi.zoom.us/u/acVqlIPVdS


Join the Public Hearing 
November 12, 2020, 9:30–11:30 a.m.

 Join online through Zoom, and use passcode 111220.
 Join by phone using any of the following numbers, and use 

webinar ID 982 2552 4316: 
– 312-626-6799
– 646-558-8656 
– 301-715-8592 
– 346-248-7799 
– 669-900-9128 
– 253-215-8782
– Toll-free: 844-708-2568
– International numbers
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https://dhswi.zoom.us/j/98225524316?pwd=Mk5zMUt4bWh1MTBBTFlpS0d0K0dvZz09
https://dhswi.zoom.us/u/ado7KHbQdc


Special Considerations Due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic

 Due to the public health emergency related to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the state will not be conducting in-person meetings 
as part of the public notice process for this waiver amendment 
application. 

 The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has 
discretion to exempt the state from completing any aspect of 
the public notice process, including exemption from conducting 
any public notice when the state demonstrates to CMS the 
existence of unforeseen circumstances, such as the COVID-19 
public health emergency that directly threatens human lives, 
that warrant an exception to the normal public notice process. 

 Accordingly, the state will use two webinars in lieu of in-person 
hearings.4



Presentation Outline

 Purpose of Hearing 
 Current Waiver
 Waiver Amendment Project Objectives
 Overview of Waiver Amendment Proposal
 Budget Neutrality
 Timeline
 Comments 
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Purpose of the Hearing

 Thank you for your attendance today. 
 The purpose of this hearing is to gather comments from the 

public on the proposed Medicaid Health Savings Account 
amendment to the Wisconsin BadgerCare Reform Section 1115 
Demonstration Waiver regarding the childless adult population.

 At the end of this presentation, you may ask questions and/or 
provide your comments. Please hold all comments until that 
time.
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Current 1115 BadgerCare 
Reform Waiver: Premium

The current BadgerCare Reform Waiver allows the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services (DHS) to require as a condition of 
eligibility the payment of an $8 monthly premium for those 
BadgerCare Plus childless adults with incomes that exceed 50% of 
the federal poverty level (FPL) but are not greater than 100% of 
the FPL.
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Current 1115 BadgerCare 
Reform Waiver: Reward for 
Healthy Behavior 

 Promoting and incentivizing healthier lifestyles remains a focus 
of Wisconsin’s current demonstration.

 As such, the current waiver also allows members who complete 
a health survey indicating that they engage in healthy behaviors 
or manage unhealthy behaviors to receive lower premiums.
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Legislation

Under 2017 Wisconsin Act 271, DHS is required to submit to CMS 
an 1115 Demonstration Waiver to allow Wisconsin to implement a 
health savings account for Medicaid members.
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Amendment to Current 1115 
BadgerCare Reform Waiver

Due to the close association between the current BadgerCare Reform 
Demonstration Project Waiver and the Medicaid health savings 
account, DHS decided that an amendment to the current 1115 waiver 
is the best option.
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Objectives of the Waiver 
Amendment

DHS goals for the Medicaid health savings account waiver 
amendment are to:
 Ensure that Wisconsin residents with limited financial resources 

have access to quality health care coverage.
 Provide financial support to childless adult members when they 

leave the BadgerCare Plus and Medicaid programs and 
transition to health care coverage in the private marketplace.
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Objectives of the Waiver 
Amendment, continued

 Smooth the financial “cliff” of increased health care-related 
costs that members face when they leave the BadgerCare Plus 
program due to increased income. 
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Waiver Amendment Overview

This amendment includes the following policy changes:
 A Medicaid health savings account will be established for any 

BadgerCare Plus childless adult who has paid a monthly 
premium as a condition of their eligibility.

 The individual or couple will be allowed to use the Medicaid 
health savings account to pay for qualifying health expenses 
after they disenroll from the program. 
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Waiver Amendment Overview, 
continued

 The state and federal share of the premium collected will be 
used to fund the Medicaid health savings account.

 For members who have lowered their premium because of their 
engagement in healthy behaviors, the federal agency will match 
the amount contributed to ensure that the amount in the 
Medicaid health savings account upon disenrollment is 
equivalent to the amount that they would receive had they not 
participated in the healthy behavior.
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Waiver Amendment Overview, 
continued

 The Medicaid health savings account can only be used when 
the individual is not enrolled in the Wisconsin Medicaid or 
BadgerCare Plus programs. 

 Amounts remaining in a Medicaid health savings account that 
have not been used for 24 consecutive months will be returned 
to CMS and to Wisconsin’s General Fund.
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Waiver Amendment Overview, 
continued

 No amount will be contributed for those BadgerCare Plus 
childless adults who are exempted from the premium 
requirement or for those months that the individual or couple 
are not subject to the premium requirement. 

 It would allow DHS to receive the Federal Medical Assistance 
Percentage (FMAP) for the administration of the Medicaid 
health savings account.
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Medicaid Health Savings 
Account Qualifying Expenses

Qualifying health care expenses include:
 Health insurance premiums for coverage available through the 

commercial market, Federally Facilitated Marketplace, or 
employer-sponsored health plans.

 Cost sharing associated with those health insurance plans.
 Out-of-pocket expenses for those health-related expenses not 

covered by the health plan.
 Any health care-related expense not covered by a health plan 

even if an individual has not enrolled in a health plan.
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Premium Collection Estimate

 Premiums for childless adults would total between $48 and $96 
per person depending on if they engage in healthy behaviors.

 DHS anticipates that total annual premium collection would 
range from between $1.7 million to $3.3 million.
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Request for CMS Matching 
Funds

 As mentioned, DHS is also asking that CMS “level the playing 
field” by matching the difference for those engaging in healthy 
behaviors who pay less in premiums.

 This approach mitigates one possible disincentive for healthy 
behaviors.
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Demonstration Population

The waiver amendment request pertains to nonpregnant, childless 
adults, ages 19 to 64 years old, who have countable income above 
50% of the FPL but not exceeding 100% of the FPL and who are 
subject to the BadgerCare Plus monthly premium requirement.
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Population Numbers

 Less than 24% of the childless adults enrolled in the 
BadgerCare Plus and Medicaid programs have incomes above 
50% of the FPL.

 DHS estimates that approximately 35,000 childless adults will 
pay premiums under the policies implemented in February 
2020.
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Budget Neutrality

 Federal policy requires Section 1115 Demonstration Waivers 
be budget neutral to the federal government.

 Wisconsin will continue to use a per-member per-month 
(PMPM) methodology specific to the childless adult population 
to determine and achieve budget neutrality.

 The demonstration will measure the financial impact to the 
program.
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Budget Neutrality 
Expectations

 The Medicaid Health Savings Account amendment does not 
introduce any new benefits.

 Health care costs for the demonstration population are 
expected to remain the same.

 DHS expects that fewer individuals will return to the 
BadgerCare Plus and Medicaid programs because the 
availability of Medicaid health savings account funds will 
smooth their transition to private coverage.

 Therefore, DHS expects no increase to the current PMPM.
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Net Savings

DHS estimates the plan would create a net savings of $472,000 
per year for Medicaid, assuming that nearly 2% of those subject to 
the premium will transition to private coverage every year.
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Timeline
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Major Milestone Date
Tribal Notice October 19, 2020
Public Notice and Draft Waiver 
Application Posted to DHS Website October 26, 2020

Public Hearings November 5, 2020, and
November 12, 2020

Tribal Consultation November 18, 2020
Public Comment Period October 26, 2020–November 27, 2020
Final Waiver Amendment Application 
Submitted to CMS December 21, 2020

CMS Approval Summer or fall 2021
Implementation At least one year from CMS approval 



Comments

 At the conclusion of this presentation, we will provide 
instructions on how you can provide your comments orally and 
in writing on the webinar today.

 Comments may be submitted through any of the following:
– Email: dhswisconsin1115clawaiver@dhs.wisconsin.gov
– Fax: 608-266-1096, Attn: Laura Brauer
– Mail:

Department of Health Services, Division of Medicaid Services 
Attn: Wisconsin 1115 HSA Waiver Amendment 
PO Box 309
Madison, WI 53707-0309
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Comments, continued 

 Comments will be collected through the end of the public 
comment period on November 27, 2020.

 All comments that are properly submitted will be given equal 
weight regardless of the method in which they are submitted.

27



Language Assistance

 This presentation will be available in English, Spanish, and 
Hmong at https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/badgercareplus/
waivers-cla.htm. 

 If you would like to see this presentation in your desired 
language, email dhsdmsspapublicfeedback@dhs.wisconsin.gov. 

28

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/badgercareplus/waivers-cla.htm
mailto:dhsdmsspapublicfeedback@dhs.wisconsin.gov


Language Assistance, 
continued

 ATTENTION: Language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 608-
266-5368.

 ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia
lingüística. Llame al 608-266-5368.

 LUS CEEV: Yog tias koj hais lus Hmoob, cov kev pab txog lus, muaj kev pab dawb rau koj. 
Hu rau 608- 608-266-5368.

 ACHTUNG: Wenn Sie Deutsch sprechen, stehen Ihnen kostenlos sprachliche
Hilfsdienstleistungen zur Verfügung. Rufnummer: 608-266-5368.

 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 608-267-6848.
 ВНИМАНИЕ: Если вы говорите на русском языке, то вам доступны бесплатные

услуги перевода. Звоните 608-266-5368.
 주의: 한국어를사용하시는경우, 언어지원서비스를무료로이용하실수있습니다. 608-

266-5368 번으로전화해주십시오.
 �ान द� :  यिद आप िहंदी बोलते ह� तो आपके िलए मु� म� भाषा सहायता सेवाएं उपल� ह�। 608-266-5368

पर कॉल कर� ।
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Language Assistance, 
continued

 برقم 5368-266-608 (رقم تصل بالمجان.ا لك تتوافر للغویة ةا لمساعد تا خدما فإن للغة، كرا ثذا تتحد كنت اذإ
لبكمملحوظة: لصماو ھاتفا

 ໂປດຊາບ: ຖ້າວ່າ ທ່ານເວ້ົາພາສາ ລາວ, ການບໍລິການຊ່ວຍເຫືຼອດ້ານພາສາ, ໂດຍບ່ໍເສັຽຄ່າ, ແມ່ນມີພ້ອມໃຫ້
ທ່ານ. ໂທຣ 608-266-5368.

 ATTENTION : Si vous parlez français, des services d'aide linguistique vous sont proposés
gratuitement. Appelez le 608-266-5368.

 Wann du [Deitsch (Pennsylvania German / Dutch)] schwetzscht, kannscht du mitaus
Koschte ebber gricke, ass dihr helft mit die englisch Schprooch. Ruf selli Nummer uff: Call 
608-266-5368.

 CHÚ Ý: Nếu bạn nói Tiếng Việt, có các dịch vụ hỗ trợ ngôn ngữ miễn phí dành cho bạn. 
Gọi số 608-266-5368.

 UWAGA: Jeżeli mówisz po polsku, możesz skorzystać z bezpłatnej pomocy językowej. 
Zadzwoń pod numer 608-266-5368.

 KUJDES: Nëse flitni shqip, për ju ka në dispozicion shërbime të asistencës gjuhësore, pa 
pagesë. Telefononi në 608-266-5368.

 PAUNAWA: Kung nagsasalita ka ng Tagalog, maaari kang gumamit ng mga serbisyo ng 
tulong sa wika nang walang bayad. Tumawag sa 608-266-5368.
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