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January 29, 2010 
 
The Honorable Mark Miller, Co-Chair  
Joint Finance Committee  
Room 317 East, State Capitol  
Madison, WI 53702  
 
The Honorable Mark Pocan, Co-Chair 
Joint Finance Committee 
Room 309 East, State Capitol 
Madison, WI  53702 
 
Dear Senator Miller and Representative Pocan:  
 
In accordance with Section 51.06 (8), Wisconsin Statutes, enclosed is a copy of the report on 
people relocated and diverted from nursing homes, intermediate care facilities for the mentally 
retarded (ICFs-MR), and State Centers for the Developmentally Disabled in state fiscal year 
(SFY) 2009. This report provides information related to four programs, the ICF-MR 
Restructuring Initiative, Relocations from the State Centers for the Developmentally Disabled, 
the Community Relocation Initiative, and the Nursing Home Diversion Initiative.  
 
The Department’s relocation and diversion programs have been highly successful, providing the 
opportunity in SFY 09 for 817 elderly individuals and people with physical and developmental 
disabilities to live in community based settings who otherwise would have resided in ICFs-MR 
and nursing facilities. Since FY 2006, approximately 3,166 elders and people with physical and 
developmental disabilities have successfully relocated from institutional settings and an 
additional 688 individuals were diverted from admission to a nursing home through the 
Department’s programs. The quality of life for these 3,854 individuals has been enhanced 
through the opportunity to live in the community and be near family and friends and more fully 
involved in community activities.  
 
Highlights of the relocation and diversion initiatives include:  
 

• 654 people with developmental disabilities, many of whom resided in institutions for 
decades, moved to the community and participated in community activities that were not 
available to them when they resided in institutions. 

 
• 1,710 frail elders who resided in nursing facilities chose to live in the community near 

their families and friends.  Prior to this initiative, these people would have been on a 
waiting list for home and community-based care, and few would have had the 
opportunity to return to the community. 
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• 802 people with physical disabilities chose to live in the community where they were able 
to access community activities, rather than live in nursing facilities.  

 
• People with developmental disabilities have been served in the community at a cost that 

is within the institutional budget for this population. 
 

• Frail elders and people with physical disabilities are being served in the community at a 
cost below that of institutional care, resulting in a level of savings under the Medical 
Assistance Program in SFY 2009 of $2.6 million for the people relocated during the year. 

 
• 472 elders and 216 people with physical disabilities, who were determined to be at 

imminent risk of having to move to a nursing facility, were able to remain in community-
based settings because diversion funding was available. 

 
I hope you find the enclosed report useful. Please contact Susan Crowley, Administrator of the 
Division of Long Term Care, at 608-266-0554 if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Karen E. Timberlake 
Secretary 
































































