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Agenda

• Current Vaccination Coverage–Sarah Kangas

• 2025–2026 COVID-19 Vaccines–Christie Larmie

• Recommendations and Storage and Handling 

• VFC Considerations–Ashley Sarbacker

•Medicaid–Elizabeth Durkes

• Communications–Melissa Haig

• Recent Findings–Monica Thakur



Current Vaccine Coverage



Percentage of Wisconsin Residents Who 
Received COVID-19 Vaccine, by Season

Year to 

date



Percent of Wisconsin Residents Who 

Received COVID-19 Vaccine, by Age Group, 

2024–2025
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Percent of Wisconsin Residents Who 

Received COVID-19 Vaccine, by Age Group, 

2025 YTD



COVID-19 Vaccination by Age and Provider 
Location, 2025 YTD

Veteran's Health 
Administration

Public Health

Private Practice

Pharmacy

Hospital

Other



Current Vaccines



Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine

Comirnaty

blue label

Comirnaty

gray label



Comirnaty Blue Cap and Label

Indication 5 years– 11 years 

Presentation .3 mL SDV

Shipping Ultra-cold (on dry ice)

Storage options

Freezer N/A

Refrigerator 10 weeks



Comirnaty Blue Cap and Label 
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Preparation

notes

• Verify the label

• Thaw vial (if needed) 

• Mix prior to use

• Withdraw a single .3mL dose

• Discard vial and excess  



Comirnaty Gray Label
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Storage options

Freezer N/A

Refrigerator Until expiration

Indication 12+ years

Presentation .3 mL PFS

Shipping 2°C to 8°C



Comirnaty Gray Label 

Preparation

notes

• Verify the label

• Do not shake

• Remove tip cap and attach needle 
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Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine

Spikevax

red label

Spikevax

blue label
mNEXSPIKE



Spikevax Red Label
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Indication 6 months– 11 years 

Presentation .25 mL PFS

Shipping Frozen

Storage options

Freezer Until expiration

Refrigerator 60 days



Spikevax Blue Label
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Indication 12+ years 

Presentation .5 mL PFS

Shipping Frozen

Storage options

Freezer Until expiration

Refrigerator 60 days



mNEXSPIKE
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Indication 12+ years 

Presentation .2 mL PFS

Shipping Frozen

Storage options

Freezer 
(-40°C to -15°C)

Until expiration

Refrigerator 90 days



Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine

Preparation

notes

• Verify the label

• Thaw (if needed)

• Do not shake

• Remove tip cap and attach needle 
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Sanofi/Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine
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Nuvaxovid



Nuvaxovid
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Indication 12+ years 

Presentation .5 mL PFS

Shipping 2°C to 8°C

Storage options

Freezer N/A

Refrigerator Until expiration



Recommendations



Vaccine Recommendations 

Wisconsin:

Recommend the COVID-19 vaccine for Wisconsinites 6 
months and older during this fall respiratory virus season. 
This is in alignment with the recommendations of AAP, 
ACOG, and AAFP. 

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP):

People ages 6 months and older: Vaccination based on 
individual-based decision-making (also known as shared 
clinical decision-making).

https://www.cdc.gov/acip/vaccine-recommendations/shared-clinical-decision-making.html
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/vaccine-recommendations/shared-clinical-decision-making.html


Vaccine Recommendations 



Schedule



Complete initial vaccination series 
or administer 1 dose of 2025–2026 
vaccine for those who completed 
their initial series.

Unvaccinated: Administer 2 doses 
with 4–8 weeks between dose 1 and 2.

Schedule: 6–23 Months 

Vaccine product:



Incomplete series prior: Complete 
initial series with 2025–2026 vaccine 
(see guidance for intervals). 

Vaccine product:

Schedule: 6–23 Months 

Complete initial vaccination series 
or administer 1 dose of 2025–2026 
vaccine for those who completed 
their initial series.



Complete series prior: Dose 1 at 
least 8 weeks after last dose.

Vaccine product:

Schedule: 6–23 Months 

Complete initial vaccination series 
or administer 1 dose of 2025–2026 
vaccine for those who completed 
their initial series.



Administer 1 dose of 2025–2026 
vaccine .

If the individual was previously 
vaccinated, give least 8 weeks after 
last dose.

Schedule: 2–4 Years 

Vaccine product:



Administer 1 dose of 2025–2026 
vaccine.

If the individual was previously 
vaccinated, give least 8 weeks 
after last dose.

Schedule: 5–11 Years 

Vaccine product:



Administer 1 dose of 2025–2026 
vaccine.

Minimal intervals between doses:

Schedule: 12–64 Years 

Vaccine product:

Spikevax 8 weeks

Comirnaty 8 weeks

Nuvaxovid 8 weeks

mNEXSPIKE 3 months



Administer 2 doses of 2025–2026 
vaccine 6 months apart.

See guidance for minimal intervals.

Schedule: 65 Years and Older 

Vaccine product:



Consult the guidance for detailed information.

Unvaccinated:

• Administer an initial 3-dose series with 2025–2026 vaccine.

• Administer 1 dose of 2025–2026 vaccine 6 months after 
completing initial series.

Schedule: People Who Are Moderately or 
Severely Immunocompromised



Consult the guidance for detailed information.

Incomplete series prior:

• Complete the 3-dose series with 2025–2026 vaccine.

• Administer 1 dose of 2025–2026 vaccine 6 months after 
completing initial series.

Schedule: People Who Are Moderately or 
Severely Immunocompromised



Consult the guidance for detailed information.

Complete series prior: Administer 2 doses of 2025–2026 
vaccine spaced 6 months apart.

Schedule: People Who Are Moderately or 
Severely Immunocompromised



Administer 1 dose of 2025–2026 vaccine.

Timing: Any trimester (emphasis on the earliest opportunity 
to maximize health). 

Coadministration: Can be given with other routinely 
recommended vaccines during pregnancy. 

There is no preferential recommendation for the use of any 
one COVID-19 vaccine over another. 

Schedule: People Who Are Pregnant and 
Lactating



• Coadministration of COVID-19 vaccines with other vaccines.

• Interchangeability of COVID-19 vaccines: Use vaccine from 
the same manufacturer for all doses in the initial vaccination 
series.

Notes



Resources

AAP Pediatric COVID-
19 Vaccine Dosing 
Quick Reference Guide  

https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/COVID%20Vaccine%20Dosing_Quick%20Reference.pdf?_gl=1*1tu2tu8*_ga*MTUwNDI3MDY2LjE3NjI5Njk0NDU.*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3NjMwNjY3MTYkbzQkZzAkdDE3NjMwNjY3MTYkajYwJGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*NTE1NzczMzU4LjE3NjI5Njk0NDU.*_ga_GMZCQS1K47*czE3NjMwNjY3MTYkbzQkZzAkdDE3NjMwNjY3MTYkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/COVID%20Vaccine%20Dosing_Quick%20Reference.pdf?_gl=1*1tu2tu8*_ga*MTUwNDI3MDY2LjE3NjI5Njk0NDU.*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3NjMwNjY3MTYkbzQkZzAkdDE3NjMwNjY3MTYkajYwJGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*NTE1NzczMzU4LjE3NjI5Njk0NDU.*_ga_GMZCQS1K47*czE3NjMwNjY3MTYkbzQkZzAkdDE3NjMwNjY3MTYkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/COVID%20Vaccine%20Dosing_Quick%20Reference.pdf?_gl=1*1tu2tu8*_ga*MTUwNDI3MDY2LjE3NjI5Njk0NDU.*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3NjMwNjY3MTYkbzQkZzAkdDE3NjMwNjY3MTYkajYwJGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*NTE1NzczMzU4LjE3NjI5Njk0NDU.*_ga_GMZCQS1K47*czE3NjMwNjY3MTYkbzQkZzAkdDE3NjMwNjY3MTYkajYwJGwwJGgw


VFC Considerations



VFC Guidance

• Requirement to maintain 
sufficient inventory: 

• All VFC providers are 
expected to carry all 
ACIP vaccines for the 
population they serve as 
a condition of being a 
VFC provider, including 
COVID-19 vaccine.

• Vaccine is available for 
ordering via WIR. 

Trade Name Age Manufacturer 

SPIKEVAX 6M-
11Y

Moderna

SPIKEVAX 12+ Moderna

COMIRNATY 5Y-
11Y

Pfizer

COMIRNATY 12+ Pfizer

NOVAXOVID 12+ Sanofi



2024–2025 Vaccine

• 2024–2025 COVID-19 vaccine should no longer be 
administered.

• Remaining inventory: 
o Remove doses from inventory and email vaccine 

return form to vfc@wi.gov. 
o Remove doses from WIR inventory. 

• Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
o If vaccine is administered after expiration, must 

complete a VAERS report.
o https://vaers.hhs.gov

o Follow internal clinic guidelines for reporting the error.

mailto:vfc@wi.gov
https://vaers.hhs.gov/


Medicaid Coverage



• In accordance with Executive Order #275 WI Medicaid will 
continue to cover the COVID-19 vaccine for members 6 
months and older.

• ForwardHealth Update issued in October 2025:

• Expands sources of vaccine recommendations to include 
other governing bodies like American Academy of Pediatrics 
and National Academy of Medicine.

• Provides billing changes for COVID-19, Influenza, and 
MMRV vaccines.

• Covered procedure codes and reimbursement rates can be 
found on the maximum allowable fee schedule on the 
ForwardHealth Portal. 

Medicaid and COVID-19 Vaccination

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2025/09/15/file_attachments/3388863/EO275-Vaccines.pdf
https://www.forwardhealth.wi.gov/kw/pdf/2025-26.pdf
https://www.forwardhealth.wi.gov/WIPortal/Subsystem/Publications/MaxFeeDynamicSearch.aspx


The following must be included on claims:

VFC Non-VFC

• Applicable vaccine product 
code

• SL modifier (to indicate a 
state-supplied vaccine)

• Applicable vaccine 
administration code 
(90480)

• Applicable vaccine product 
code

• Applicable vaccine 
administration code 
(90480)

Medicaid and COVID-19 Vaccination



• ForwardHealth does reimburse for vaccine product and 
vaccine administration for private stock (non-VFC) 
vaccines.

• VFC enrolled providers must document the reason for 
using private vaccine stock for VFC eligible members, 
including lack of VFC vaccine availability and/or a 
clinical rationale for use of a non-VFC vaccine 
presentation when other presentations of the vaccine 
are available through VFC.

Medicaid and COVID-19 Vaccination



Communications



Health care providers and the 
non-governmental medical or 
scientific communities are the 
most trusted sources of 
information.

Who are the 

Trusted Messengers?



What Information Do People Want?

• People want to be more educated.

• They are seeking more detailed information and 
statistics on each vaccine before deciding.

• They want to assess the risks and rewards.



What Information Do People Want?

Understanding the long-term impact of vaccines is 
particularly important.

People want scientific information presented in an 
understandable manner, but not in a way that speaks 
down to them or feels misleading.

Personal stories and relatable narratives humanize the 
message and build emotional connections.



Provider Reminders

•Make a strong recommendation for all patients 6 months and 
older to receive the latest COVID vaccine.

• Use a presumptive approach (you are due for your COVID-19 
and flu vaccines this respiratory virus season).

• Tips: 
o Text messages
o MyChart messages 
o Check immunization records at all visit types and offer 

vaccination
o Highlight that it is not too late to get up to date on the 

COVID-19 vaccine 



New Data



Recent Findings

• COVID infection increases risk of 
myocarditis and pericarditis in 
children and young people more 
than vaccination. 

• The elevated risk persists for 12 
months after infection.

• The risk of myocarditis and 
pericarditis is lower and for a 
shorter time period post 
vaccination.



Recent Findings

• COVID infection increases the risk 
of heart attack and stroke. 

• The risk persists for the month 
following infection.

• Getting vaccinated is particularly 
important for those with risks of 
cardiovascular disease.



Recent Findings

• Getting mRNA COVID vaccines 
may increase the longevity of 
lung cancer and melanoma 
patients.

• This may be because 
vaccination activates the 
general immune system, which 
also helped fight cancer cells.



Recent Findings

• Getting the COVID vaccine helps 
kids with eczema experience 
fewer infections and allergic 
complications, such as ear 
infections, pneumonia, and 
bronchiolitis. 

• Vaccinated children also had a 
lower risk of asthma, contact 
dermatitis, and food related 
anaphylaxis. 



Summary 

• Uptake of the 2025-2026 COVID-19 vaccine is low.

• COVID-19 vaccines are recommended for all individuals 6 
months of age and older.

• Providers are trusted messengers and should make a 
strong recommendation for all individuals.

• There is a continued, growing body of evidence that 
staying up to date with COVID-19 vaccines continues to 
be beneficial in preventing COVID-19 disease and other 
serious events (such as long COVID and cardiovascular 
events).



Questions

56

Contact the Immunization program for more 
information at DHSImmProgram@wi.gov

mailto:DHSImmProgram@wi.gov
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