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July 7th, 2026 
 
To whom it may concern, 

In collaboration with the Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services, this letter is intended to provide you with notice of the 
American Society of Addiction Medicine’s (ASAM) copyright 
permissions framework as it relates to the use of The ASAM Criteria 
and its suite of products by substance use disorder treatment 
providers.    
 
To support the consistent and effective implementation of the Third 
and Fourth Edition of The ASAM Criteria, ASAM has developed a 
variety of standardized, paper-based assessment tools that are 
available for free for clinicians and treatment programs to download 
and use. These tools are intended to promote fidelity to The ASAM 
Criteria and to facilitate standardized assessment practices among 
treatment professionals. 
 
ASAM recognizes that clinicians and treatment programs may need 
to incorporate aspects of The ASAM Criteria into their internal 
policies, procedures, clinical practices, and programs. Consistent with 
ASAM's Fair Use Guidelines, they are permitted to make limited, non-
commercial use of ASAM's copyrighted materials for their internal 
business purposes. Publishing or marketing such use is limited to the 
extent necessary to comply with applicable laws and regulations.  
 
The State of Wisconsin requires certified SUD treatment providers to 
utilize recognized placement criteria, including The ASAM Criteria, the 
Wisconsin Uniform Placement Criteria (WI-UPC), or other placement 
criteria approved by the State. In connection with these 
requirements, the State of Wisconsin provides guidance that use of 
either ASAM’s Fourth Edition Level of Care Assessment Guide or 
Third Edition Intake Assessment Guide are the required minimum 
standard for treatment provider certification purposes.  
 
ASAM wishes to clarify that The ASAM Criteria and all associated 
standardized assessment tools made available by ASAM are 
copyrighted works owned exclusively by ASAM. The copyrights and 
related intellectual property rights in these materials remain the 
property of ASAM and are protected under applicable federal and 
state law. 
 
 
 

http://www.asam.org/
https://www.asam.org/publications-resources/licensing/fair-use
https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/implementation-tools/Criteria-assessment-guides
https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/implementation-tools/criteria-intake-assessment-form
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Accordingly, providers seeking to meet the State of Wisconsin’s certification 
requirements may not modify or adapt any of ASAM's standardized assessment tools and 
then represent or claim that the modified document is one of ASAM’s standardized 
assessment tools required by the State. This includes, but is not limited to, removing or 
modifying any question and response fields included in the original document distributed 
by ASAM.  
 
Further, any modification to an ASAM standardized assessment tool may not display 
ASAM’s name, logos, trademarks, or other branding on the modified document in a 
manner that suggests ASAM authored, approved, or endorsed that document.  
 
Any modified assessment instrument that is based on The ASAM Criteria and created by a 
provider is the responsibility of that provider and must not be presented as an official 
ASAM or ASAM Criteria tool. Providers who wish to use ASAM's standardized 
assessment tools should obtain and use the authorized versions distributed by ASAM on 
its Implementation Tools webpage and comply with all applicable copyright, and 
trademark requirements. 
 
ASAM remains committed to supporting high-quality, evidence-based addiction 
treatment and the appropriate implementation of The ASAM Criteria. If you have 
questions regarding the permitted use of ASAM's copyrighted materials, trademarks, or 
assessment tools, please contact ASAM directly at asamcriteria@asam.org. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Maureen Boyle 
Chief Quality and Science Officer, American Society of Addiction Medicine 
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