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September is Recovery Month 

 

To increase awareness and understanding of mental health and substance use concerns, celebrate the 
people living in recovery from these concerns, and the workforce that supports healthy families and 
communities, Governor Scott Walker has proclaimed the month of September 2018 as Recovery Month 
in Wisconsin. 

 
There are tens of thousands of Wisconsin residents whose lives have been transformed through 
recovery. They’re managing their symptoms. They’re no longer addicted to alcohol and/or drugs. 
They’ve reconnected with family and friends. They’ve built strong, healthy relationships in their 
communities. They’re gainfully employed and contributing to Wisconsin’s economic well-being. 

 
This is all possible because of your support and partnership. 

 
Hope, health, and healing 
With continued state investment to expand access to behavioral health services, thousands of Wisconsin 
residents found a path to wellness in the last year. 
• More than 5,800 adults and children benefited from the individualized supports to reach their 

recovery goals for mental health and substance use concerns offered through the Comprehensive  
Community Services program. 

• More than 5,200 adults living with a serious and persistent mental illness benefited from the 
coordinated care and treatment services offered through Community Support Programs. 

• More than 200 adults benefited from the quality of life supports offered through the Community  
Recovery Services program. 

• More than 1,500 children benefited from the care planning and management offered through  
Coordinated Services Teams Initiatives. 

 

A focus of the Department of Health Services in recent years has been developing a new framework for 
behavioral health services for children. This system of care blends the care planning and management of 
Coordinated Services Teams Initiatives with the individualized supports offered through Comprehensive 
Community Services to create a seamless network of services to better meet the needs of children and 
their families. Many counties and tribes have moved toward this integrated model that helps children do 
better at home, in school, in the community, and throughout life. 

 
 
 
 

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov 
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#HopeActLiveWI 
Opioid abuse continues to be a public health crisis in Wisconsin. Recent Division of Care and Treatment 
Services investments in a recovery-oriented system of care for opioid abuse include: 
• The creation of a statewide hotline offering information for people seeking treatment and recovery 

services that is expected to launch this fall. 
• The creation of a coaching network to help people start their journey toward wellness following an  

overdose. 
• The awarding of two rounds of grants to designated high-need counties and tribes to fund unmet 

treatment needs. (Round 1) (Round 2) 
• The establishment of new treatment centers in underserved areas of the state. 
• The establishment of an on-call helpline for health care providers seeking support and direction in  

treating their patients with substance use concerns. 
• The establishment of a weekly videoconference training series to improve the capacity of community  

providers to provide patients with high-quality care and supports. 
 

These efforts are supported through state funding and federal grants. 
 
Share Support 
Oftentimes, individuals who experience a mental health or substance use concern feel isolated and alone. 
Offering support to those experiencing mental health and substance use concerns can make a huge 
difference. In the last year, people who themselves have been successful in recovery have helped others 
realize the promise of recovery. 
• The peer-run respites in Appleton and Madison welcomed more than 200 adults for overnight stays 

and recovery supports and answered more than 1,000 calls from people experiencing emotional 
stress. 

• The eight peer-run organizations offering drop-in centers featuring activities that support recovery 
have connected with hundreds of people around the state. 

 
Wisconsin is home to more than 400 certified peer specialists. These individuals use their unique set of 
recovery experiences in combination with skills training to provide support to people facing similar 
challenges. An expansion of the Wisconsin Certified Peer Specialist Employment Initiative is underway. 
The Division of Care and Treatment Services recently published a status report on this effort. This report  
is available on the DHS website. 

 

Celebrate Recovery 
Since the successes outlined in this memo often go unnoticed by the broader population, Recovery 
Month provides a vehicle to celebrate these accomplishments. 

Rally for Recovery 
Wisconsin Voices for Recovery is hosting a Rally for Recovery on Saturday, September 22, 2018, from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the state Capitol. It is a free event. All are welcome to attend. The Division of Care 
and Treatment Services is a sponsor of this event. 

 
Visit the DHS website for more information on Recovery Month and tools to support people living in 
recovery. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/opioids/index.htm
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/010418.htm
https://www.med.wisc.edu/news-and-events/2018/july/uw-launches-addiction-hotline-for-providers/
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/recovery/peer-run-recovery-centers.htm
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CENTRAL OFFICE CONTACT 
DCTS Administrator’s Office 
Department of Health Services 
1 W. Wilson St., Room 850 
Madison, WI 53703  
dhsdcts@wisconsin.gov 

 

Memo Websites 
DCTS Action Memos 
DCTS Action Memos are posted online in PDF format. 

 
DCTS Information Memos 
DCTS Information Memos are posted online in PDF format. 

 
DCTS Action and Information Memos Email Subscription Service 
Receive an email each time a new memo is released. This email will include a link to the online version 
of the memo. 

mailto:dhsdcts@wisconsin.gov
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dcts/memos/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dcts/memos/info/index.htm
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/subscriber/new?topic_id=WIDHS_35
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