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SUBJECT: FoodShare CARES Updates for Fleeing Felons and Probation/Parole 
Violators   

 
 
CROSS REFERENCE:  FSHB, Chapter 3.18.1 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  August 27, 2012  
 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
The purpose of this memo is to announce CARES changes to accommodate the FoodShare 
(FS) policy for fleeing felons and probation/parole violators. Fugitive felon policies also apply for 
the Wisconsin Works (W-2) and Child Care Programs. The Department of Children and 
Families will issue CARES processing instructions for fugitive felons for those programs under a 
separate Operations Memo.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Individuals that are pursued by law enforcement for outstanding felony charges, are actively 
evading arrest, or have been found to be in violation of probation or parole are not eligible for 
FS benefits. This is current policy for FoodShare. Currently there is no field in CARES to 
identify a fleeing felon or person in violation of his or her conditions of probation or parole. The 
CARES changes announced in this memo will accommodate data collection needs about this 
population. 
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POLICY: 
 
FoodShare policy allows self-declaration of status as a fleeing felon or violator of probation or 
parole. Agencies are not required to investigate whether applicants or recipients might have an 
outstanding warrant, unpaid fine, or face other legal charges. However, if an agency becomes 
aware of a felony conviction or probation/parole violation through a data base, media or through 
other sources, the agency must take action to deny or terminate FS benefits when both of the 
following conditions are met:  

 
1. The individual is intentionally fleeing to avoid being arrested, and  
2. Law enforcement is actively pursuing the individual. 

 
If an agency has reason to suspect that a person is deliberately fleeing active pursuit from law 
enforcement, the agency must contact the authorities to determine if law enforcement deems 
the legal infraction worth pursuing, or if a warrant was issued for a matter that is not being 
actively pursued.  
 
 
CARES: 
 
A new question: “Fleeing Felon Or In Violation of Probation/Parole” will be added to the Current 
Demographics page in CARES Worker Web (CWW). This question will be required for FS 
applications, person adds, and renewals. If “Yes” is selected, the “Source” field will be required. 
Answering “Yes” to this question will fail FoodShare for this individual. The Current 
Demographics Page will be scheduled for a FS renewal and this question will be “blanked out.”  
 

Please Note: Disclosure of an applicant or household member being a fleeing felon 
will not automatically disqualify the assistance group from child care; the Department of 
Children and Families will investigate the circumstances in more detail and determine 
the disclosure's effects on eligibility.  
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An individual ineligible for FoodShare because he or she is a fleeing felon or in violation of 
probation or parole conditions is a Gross Deemer if there are other eligible household 
members. 
 
REASON CODE TEXT FOR FOODSHARE: 
 
Reason code 685, has been added to CWW for individuals that are ineligible due to the fleeing 
felon/probation and parole violations policy. Text for reason code 685: 
 
Short Text: Is a fleeing felon or is in violation of probation/parole. 
 
Long Text: You are not able to receive FoodShare benefits because you are either fleeing from 
a felony or are in violation of probation or parole. 
 
 
CONTACTS: 
 
 
BEPS CARES Information & Problem Resolution Center 
 
 
*Program Categories – FS – FoodShare, MA – Medicaid, BC+  – BadgerCare Plus, SC – Senior Care, CTS – 
Caretaker Supplement, CC – Child Care, W-2 – Wisconsin Works, FSET – FoodShare Employment and Training, 
BC+ Core – BadgerCare Plus Core, CF – Children First, EA – Emergency Assistance, JAL – Job Access Loan, JC - 
Job Center Programs, RAP – Refugee Assistance Program, WIA – Workforce Investment Act, Other EP – Other 
Employment Programs.   
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