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SUBJECT: Exempting Foster Parents, Court Ordered Kinship Care Cases, and 
Subsidized Guardians from Self-Employment Authorization Limit 

CROSS REFERENCE: Child Care Policy Manual Sections 1.6.2 and 3.6.1.2; and 
Wisconsin Statutes, Section 49.155 (1m) 

EFFECTIVE DATE: JUNE 30, 2014 

PURPOSE:  Create an exemption to the policy that limits authorized child care hours  
when the approved activity is self-employment. 

BACKGROUND:  State law limits Wisconsin Shares child care authorizations to the 
time the parent or person acting as a parent needs in order to participate in an 
approved activity.  The law identifies employment, including self-employment as an 
approved activity.  Wisconsin Shares policy limits the amount of child care that can be 
authorized for self-employment in order to assure that the self-employment is currently 
contributing to the economic support of the family.   
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This policy has created difficulties for some foster care, court-ordered kinship care, and 
subsidized guardian families.  These families typically do not have to meet financial 
limits to be eligible for Wisconsin Shares, and their self-employment may not be 
currently profitable.  At the same time, they need Child Care authorizations that cover 
their work time. 

NEW POLICY: 

Effective immediately, Foster Care, Court-Ordered Kinship Care, and Subsidized 
Guardianship families are not subject to the authorization limits described in Section 
3.6.1.2 of the Child Care Manual for their Foster, Kinship, or Guardianship children.  
Workers should disregard the self-employment limits displayed on the Case Activity 
Summary in the Child Care Statewide Administration on the Web (CSAW) System; and, 
instead, document the self-employment activity schedule of the self-employment activity 
in CARES Worker Web (CWW) Case Comments.  The limits continue to apply to 
authorizations for the biological or adopted children of these families.   

CONTACTS: 

For Wisconsin Shares Child Care policy questions outside of Milwaukee County contact 
your Bureau of Regional Operations (BRO), Child Care Coordinators at: 
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/wishares/pdf/coordinators.pdf

For Child Care CARES/CWW, CSAW and CCPI Processing Questions statewide and 
policy questions in Milwaukee County contact the Child Care Help desk at:  
childcare@wisconsin.gov  or (608) 264-1657. 

*Program Categories – FS – FoodShare, MA – Medicaid, BC+  – BadgerCare Plus, SC – Senior Care, CTS –
Caretaker Supplement, CC – Child Care, W-2 – Wisconsin Works, FSET – FoodShare Employment and Training, 
BC+ Core – BadgerCare Plus Core, CF – Children First, EA – Emergency Assistance, JAL – Job Access Loan, JC -
Job Center Programs, RAP – Refugee Assistance Program, WIA – Workforce Investment Act, Other EP – Other 
Employment Programs.
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