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Ebola: Laboratory Update 
 

The bad news…. 
• No specific comprehensive guidelines for labs 
• No single authoritative source has the answers 
• Rapidly evolving situation 

 

The good news… 
• Lots of excellent guidance that can be adapted 
• Lots of clinical laboratories going through the 

planning…YOU ARE NOT ALONE! 
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Ebola: Laboratory Update 
 

How is WSLH sharing information with labs? 
• Routine updates via WI Laboratory Messaging 

System 
• Posting of up-to-date general guidance and links 

on our website 
http://www.slh.wisc.edu/clinical/diseases/ebola-virus-
information-for-lab-professionals/ 

• Facilitating information sharing on the WCLN 
listserv 

• Planning one or more interactive audio 
conferences for WCLN members 
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Ebola: Laboratory Update 
 Testing for Ebola virus 

• Inquiries regarding suspect Ebola virus cases 
should be directed to the Wisconsin Division  

    of Public Health (WDPH) 
• Testing for Ebola requires approval of the  
     WDPH and CDC 
• WSLH currently does not offer Ebola testing 
• Ebola testing available at CDC or other approved 

state public health lab (Minnesota) 
• Specimen is to be submitted directly to one 
     of these testing labs                                   
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Ebola: Laboratory Update 
 

Packaging and shipping of suspect Ebola 
specimens to CDC 
• Each clinical lab needs personnel certified in 

packaging and shipping of Category A specimens 
• The clinical lab is responsible for obtaining the 

appropriate training and certifying their own staff 
• Providers of training for packaging and shipping 

can be found at WSLH Ebola virus website 
• THE WSLH does not provide this training! 

• Which company will transport specimens? 
• See WSLH Ebola virus website 
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Ebola: Laboratory Update 
 Laboratory testing (Non-Ebola) of specimens 

from suspect Ebola case 
 

• Strict adherence to Standard Precautions  
 

• Each laboratory needs to perform a Risk 
Assessment to determine whether they can 
safely perform routine testing in their diagnostic 
lab 
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 Thorough biohazard risk assessment 
should be performed for your facility 
 Resources to employ 
 Procedures 
 Training and experience of staff 
 Physical facilities 
 Equipment and instruments 

 Implement appropriate procedures for risk 
mitigation 

 Determine appropriate PPE and physical 
containment devices to employ 
 
 

Laboratory Risk Assessment 
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Ebola: Laboratory Update 
 Laboratory infectious waste handling 

• Waste contaminated with Ebola virus is a Category  
A Infectious Substance 

• All laboratory specimens and waste from a suspect 
Ebola case should be segregated from routine 
biohazardous waste until Ebola confirmed or not 

• If you can autoclave lab waste, do so 
• If you do not have an autoclave… 

• Chemical inactivation of lab waste? 
• Coordinate with your facility medical waste 

activities and consult with your waste 
management provider 
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Ebola: Laboratory Update 
 Parting thoughts 

• The laboratory needs to be fully engaged in 
facility Ebola preparedness planning 

• The laboratory need to continually monitor  
relevant guidance 

• The WSLH will continue to monitor guidance 
from CDC and others, share information with 
WCLN, and forward laboratory-related questions 
to CDC  

• Learn what your peers are doing!! 
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