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Foster Care Medicaid Enhancements

CROSS-REFERENCE

e BadgerCare Plus Handbook, Chapter 11 Foster Care Medicaid, Sections 1.2 Continuous Coverage
for Qualifying Children, 9.9 Mandatory Verification Items, and 29.1 Notices
e 42 CFR §435.919(b)

EFFECTIVE DATE
June 20, 2026

PURPOSE

The purpose of this memo is to announce a data exchange between the electronic Wisconsin Statewide
Automated Child Welfare Information System (eWiSACWIS) and CARES Worker Web (CWW). This
data exchange enables notices of decision regarding Foster Care Medicaid to be automatically generated
from CWW. It also announces changes to how members may transition from Foster Care Medicaid to
other types of Medicaid or BadgerCare Plus, including transitions for young adults leaving Foster Care
who are eligible for BadgerCare Plus under the Former Foster Care Youth coverage group.

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov


https://www.emhandbooks.wisconsin.gov/bcplus/policyfiles/2/11/11.1.htm
https://www.emhandbooks.wisconsin.gov/bcplus/policyfiles/1/1.2.htm
https://www.emhandbooks.wisconsin.gov/bcplus/policyfiles/1/1.2.htm
https://www.emhandbooks.wisconsin.gov/bcplus/policyfiles/2/09/9.9.htm
https://www.emhandbooks.wisconsin.gov/bcplus/policyfiles/4/29/29.1.htm
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-IV/subchapter-C/part-435/subpart-J/subject-group-ECFR0717d3fdf4a090c/section-435.919
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BACKGROUND

Children are enrolled in Foster Care Medicaid when they are placed in out-of-home care, court-ordered
Kinship Care, Long-Term Kinship Care, or who are in a Subsidized Guardianship or Adoption
Assistance agreement.

Currently, information about these placements and agreements, which is required to determine or
redetermine benefits, is sent manually from the Child Welfare agency to Income Maintenance (IM). As
a result, children may be dually enrolled in Foster Care Medicaid and BadgerCare Plus or Medicaid
during transitions from one type of health care benefit to the other. Member notices regarding Foster
Care Medicaid eligibility are sent through a manual process.

BadgerCare Plus is available to young adults who, as of their 18th birthday, were in out-of-home care,
court-ordered Kinship Care, or Subsidized Guardianship. Currently, these young adults must apply for
benefits and indicate that they are a Former Foster Care Youth on their application. When the agency
processes the application and determines eligibility for the applicant as a former foster care youth, the
IM agency uses a manual process to request verification of the individual’s former foster care status
from the Child Welfare agency.

In February 2026, CWW began receiving information about Foster Care Medicaid certifications from
the Department of Child and Families (DCF) through a data exchange with eWiSACWIS.

POLICY

CWW EWISACWIS DATA EXCHANGE

Foster Care Medicaid enrollment data and additional information that is required for IM to determine or
redetermine benefit eligibility will be available from the eWiSACWIS data exchange within CWW.
Information received through this data exchange is considered verified upon receipt. This includes
placement start and end dates, placement types, and discharge reasons. The exchange will facilitate
transitions between Foster Care Medicaid and BadgerCare Plus or Medicaid. The data exchange also
includes information about reunification, which impacts a parent or caretaker relative’s health care
eligibility.

FOSTER CARE MEDICAID CORRESPONDENCE

Notices will be sent from CWW when Foster Care Medicaid begins, renews, and ends. Letters will be
sent when a member experiences a transition, such as a change in their placement or a discharge from
care. A closure notice will be sent approximately 45 days before the member’s Foster Care Medicaid

coverage ends.

ENROLLMENT TRANSITIONS

Children certified for Foster Care Medicaid may no longer be dually enrolled in BadgerCare Plus or
Medicaid unless the non-Foster Care Medicaid program is Katie Beckett Medicaid or SSI-Medicaid.
Children with dual enrollment as of June 20, 2026 who are no longer in a placement or agreement may
retain their dual enrollment for the duration of their current certification period.
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TRANSITIONS FROM FOSTER CARE MEDICAID TO BADGER CARE PLUS FOR FORMER
FOSTER CARE YOUTH

For most young adults who were in Wisconsin’s child welfare system and receiving Foster Care
Medicaid, it is the responsibility of the IM agency to make a BadgerCare Plus eligibility determination
before the young adult’s Foster Care Medicaid ends. Neither an application nor signature is required
from the member because of the federal Medicaid requirement to test all bases of eligibility before
Medicaid coverage ends. Verification that a youth was in an out-of-home placement, Subsidized
Guardianship, court-ordered Kinship Care, or Long-Term Kinship Care agreement on their 18th birthday
is only required if it is not available through the new data exchange.

Information about young adults who were in a placement or agreement outside of Wisconsin (and in
some limited instances, within Wisconsin) will not be available via the new data exchange. When that is
the case, the IM agency must continue to request verification that a youth was in a qualifying placement
or agreement on the date that they turned 18 years old manually from the Child Welfare agency. It
continues to be the responsibility of the Child Welfare agency, not the youth, to provide verification. If
the Child Welfare agency does not provide verification within 30 days of the application filing date, the
agency must accept the youth’s statement as the best available information that they are a Former Foster
Care Youth.

CONTACTS
DHS CARES Problem Resolution Team

DHS/DMS/BEEP/SDB/ND
DHS/DMS/BEOT/PJH
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