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Manage EPA SIRG grant monies and lead implementation 

of required activities (education, outreach, training).

Educate diverse audiences about radon and health and 

promote radon testing and mitigation among them.

Serve as state radon SME and team leader for 17 funded 

Radon Information Centers (RICs).

DHS Radon Program Major Activities
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RICs: By the Numbers

During October 2024–September 2025, RICs:

Received and responded to 1,798 phone calls and 
emails about radon.

Distributed 9,050 short- and long-term test kits.

Created or revised 70 radon-related resources.

Led or participated in 42 events to educate about radon.



RICs: By the Numbers

2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025

Short-term kits 
SOLD/DISTRIBUTED

7,569 7,209 8,672

Short-term kits 
RETURNED

6,017 5,580 6,639

Percentage of kits 
RETURNED

79.5% 77.4% 76.5%

Test kit return rates hover near 80%.
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Case Study: Install Job in Dane County
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Current Radon Policies in Wisconsin

Grouped with other 

environmental health and 

safety concerns in Wisconsin’s 
Real Estate Condition Report
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Image courtesy of indoor-air-health-advisor.com 
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Radon in Child Care Rule

Went into effect March 1, 2023

Testing requirements for family 
and group centers

Notification and mitigation 
required if radon exceeds 
4 pCi/L in the lowest level used 
by children at least 7 hours per 
week



DFC administrative code

Under Wisconsin Department of Children and Families (DCF) administrative 

code, licensed child care centers are required to:

DCF Administrative Code (3/1/2023)

DCF 250 (Family 

child care)

DCF 251 (Group 

child care)

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/publications/pdf/203.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/publications/pdf/205.pdf
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DFC administrative code

Under Wisconsin Department of Children and Families (DCF) administrative 

code, licensed child care centers are required to:

• Test for radon within 6 months prior to providing 

care for children.

• Test in the lowest level used by children at least 

7 hours per week.

• Notify parents/guardians and mitigate within 

12 months if radon test results exceed 4 pCi/L.

• Test again every two years for family centers or 

every 5 years for group centers. 

DCF Administrative Code (3/1/2023)

DCF 250 (Family 

child care)

DCF 251 (Group 

child care)

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/publications/pdf/203.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/publications/pdf/205.pdf
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DFC administrative code

Where the rule falls short:

• Using a certified contractor or following ANSI/AARST standards for 

testing and/or mitigation is not required.

• Only one radon test is required to be deployed, regardless of building 

size and number of ground contact rooms.

DCF Administrative Code (3/1/2023)
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Resources for Child Care Providers



Child Care Rule: Measurable Impact



Child Care Rule: Measurable Impact

From March 2023 to October 2025, 

80 child care centers across Wisconsin have 

mitigated high radon, protecting at least 
2,060 children and their caretakers from 

exposure to high radon levels.



NEW! Wisconsin Cancer Collaborative’s 

Radon Issue Brief

How policies compare to neighboring states



CRCPD CDRM Advisory



CRCPD CDRM Advisory

The Conference of Radiation Control 
Program Directors, Inc. (CRCPD) has issued 
an advisory about consumer digital radon 
monitors (CDRMs).

Key Takeaways:

• CDRMs are NOT for making radon 
mitigation decisions.

• Follow up any high results on CDRMs with 
an approved test kit/device.



Kim Dawson, MPH
 DHS Radon Outreach Specialist

 BS, Marquette University

  MPH, University of Washington

  Previous public health experience:

 Environmental health
 COVID response and prevention
 Health communications and designing 

for behavior change
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Radon mitigation service deserts

A service desert is a 
geographic area that has 
limited access to an essential 
service necessary for a 
decent quality of life.

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1V1ZXKvMGsVVbLWpV6enHxkCc1ctN9Hk&ll=44.900567474009506%2C-90.62227281870742&z=7
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Survey of contractors bordering deserts

We identified 19 radon mitigation businesses bordering the northern 
Wisconsin radon service desert.

19 of 11 (58%) responded to brief phone survey asking:

1. Distance: On average, what distance would you be willing to 
travel to install a mitigation system in a home?

2. Challenges: Any challenges that impact your willingness to 
travel greater distances?

3. Cost: What costs do you incur when traveling greater distances? 
Mileage, meals, lodging, anything else? How much cost is 
added on?



Survey of contractors bordering deserts

Findings

There was an even split between contractors willing to travel 
within a

• 1-hour radius (n =3)

• 2-hour radius (n=3)

• ≥3-hour radius (n=4)

*Note this does not include return driving, so a 2-hour radius 
means 4 hours roundtrip. 



Survey of contractors bordering deserts

Findings

• Busier businesses prefer more local jobs. Longer distances 
are considered more often when business is slow.

• Faraway projects require more planning in advance 
(hardware store access, weather and road conditions, cell 
phone service in remote areas).

• Some make it work by making the best of it (stacking jobs, 
making a vacation out of it).



Survey of contractors bordering deserts

Findings

Cost considerations:
 Mileage/driving time
 Difficulty of project
 Number of trips needed
 Hotel
 Demand for projects at the time
 Buffer for additional costs if on-site estimate isn’t feasible

Large variance in total added costs, ranging from $200 to 
double the cost of the install job with most citing $200–$400.



Updated DHS radon website

www.lowradon.org 

http://www.lowradon.org/
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