State of Wisconsin 
Emergency Medical Services

Sample Medical Guidelines
	Latex Sensitive-Allergic Patient


Note:

· This protocol is to be used for patients with a known sensitivity or allergy to latex products.
	Priorities
	Assessment Findings

	SAMPLE
	Sensitivity or allergy to latex products


	EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONDER (EMR) /
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (EMT)


The STANDARD OF CARE for the patient identified as being sensitive/allergic to latex:

· Observe standard body substance isolation (BSI) procedures

· Latex-free gloves will be worn by all crewmembers when in contact with patient

· Remove latex agent/sources if possible

· Provide emergency care as needed.  Providing critical emergency medical care should not be delayed to modify latex containing equipment.
· As much as possible, products that are known to be latex-free are to be used during patient care and transport
· If a product is required for emergency patient care and contains or possibly contains latex, cover all latex sites with cloth, gauze, or latex free tape to prevent direct patient contact

· If the patient has a “latex-free treatment kit” in the home or on their person, the contents should be used as needed
STANDARD EQUIPMENT Ambulance(s) and emergency care kits will carry “latex-free” kits for caring for latex sensitive/allergic patients.  These kits are to be stocked with items of known content only.  The “latex-free” kits should be well marked and contain the following items:

· A copy of this protocol

· One roll clear non-latex tape

· Two 4 X 4 gauze pads

· One latex-free nasal cannula

· One modified non-rebreather oxygen mask (Modified by removing the two latex valves in the mask.  Note:  This will reduce the mask’s efficiency.)

· Three pairs nitrile (or other latex-free examination gloves)

· Two sets of non-latex electrodes

	ADVANCED EMT (AEMT) / INTERMEDIATE / PARAMEDIC


For ALS level services, additional equipment should include:
· One vinyl tourniquet

· Latex -free angiocaths (two of each, 14, 16, 18, 20 and 22 gauge)

· Latex-free IV tubing or IV tubing with latex ports covered by latex-free tape

· One latex-free hand held nebulizer
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