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	Use of Lights and Siren Policy


Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to establish a policy for the prudent use of lights and sirens (L&S) when responding to a call or transporting a patient and to improve and enhance safety for the patient, the EMS crew, and the community.

Policy:

The use of L&S should be limited to situations in which there is good reason to believe that a potentially unstable patient will benefit from any potential time savings that may be realized from the use of L&S and that the safety of the patient, crew and general public will not be put at undue risk because of the use of L&S.
1. Identify patients for whom safe use of L&S during response and/or transport can potentially reduce patient morbidity or mortality sufficiently to balance the risk of such response/transport.

· EMS dispatch agencies should utilize a priority dispatch system developed and/or approved in conjunction with the medical director to determine which responses require the use of L&S.

· L&S should be used only when the potential time savings will likely prevent further morbidity or mortality.
· L&S typically should not be used in the following circumstances:

a. For a patient with a valid “Do Not Resuscitate (DNR)” order.

b. For an inter-facility transport to a facility of lower level of care.

c. For the transport of human organs, blood, or organ transplant teams, except in the rare case when the use of L&S is warranted as necessary to avoid jeopardizing the ability to initiate a transplant.

d. For the transport of terminal patients even if treatment procedures are continued en route.
e. When CPR is in progress.
f. When another call is holding during the  transport of a patient who does not warrant the use of L&S.

2. A units arriving on the scene should provide further information to the dispatch center and / or other responding units as soon as possible to allow additional responding units to adjust their use of L&S as appropriate.

3. Every L&S transport shall clearly document the patient’s condition, the case circumstances, and the rationale for choosing lights and siren transport.  
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