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Money Follows the Person 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to provide Managed Care Organizations (MCOs) with 
guidance on participation in the Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration. 

 
Background 
In January 2007, the Department was awarded a Money Follows the Person Rebalancing 
Demonstration grant.  The purposes of the MFP Demonstration per federal law are to support State 
efforts to: 
 

1. Rebalance their long term support systems to support individual choice of living situation 
(that is, move away from the use of institutions towards greater choice for community care); 

2. Transition people from institutions; and 
3. Promote a person centered, needs based, quality driven system of long term care. 
 

Under the demonstration, Wisconsin will receive enhanced federal match for participant service 
costs for the first 12 months a qualified person lives in the community.  At the current rates, 
Wisconsin will receive roughly 85% match rather than the current 70%.  The demonstration will 
continue through 2016.  Although the MCO does not directly benefit from this enhanced match, the 
indirect benefit to the overall Medicaid program is a positive one for MCOs as well.  
 
Prior to implementing the demonstration, states were required to have an approved Operational 
Protocol in place.  Wisconsin received approval of its Operational Protocol on October 5, 2007, but 
was not able to enroll members of long-term care MCOs into the demonstration because it was not 
possible to track MFP participants for federal claiming.  As the result of a recent interChange 
systems change, the Department is able to use MFP for managed care members. 
 
In order to participate in the demonstration, a qualified individual or his/her legal representative 
must consent to participate.  Participants can include people newly enrolling in managed long term 
care in order to relocate, or for ongoing MCO enrollees who have a nursing facility stay that meets 
the eligibility criteria.   
 
Participant Eligibility 
To participate in Money Follows the Person, the individual must meet the following eligibility 
criteria. 

• Pre-relocation Eligibility Criteria 
o The person must have resided in a qualifying institution for at least 90 days. Medicare 

skilled rehabilitation days cannot be included in the 90-day period, but Medicare 
skilled nursing days can be counted.  Nursing homes should be able to provide 
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information on the type of Medicare reimbursement they are receiving.  In cases 
where the MCO cannot make a determination, the Department will provide MCOs 
with assistance to make the determination regarding how to count qualified nursing 
home days. 

o Qualifying institutions include: 
 Nursing home, 
 Intermediate Care Facility for people with Intellectual Disabilities (ICF-ID), 

or  
 Nursing home IMD if paid by Medicaid (if resident is under 22 or over 64).  

o The person must receive Medicaid benefits for institutional services for at least one 
day prior to relocation. 

• Long-term Care Eligibility 
o The person must meet Family Care, Family Care Partnership or PACE functional 

eligibility at the nursing home or non-nursing home level of care. 
• Eligible Living Arrangements (federal language) 

o House owned or leased by individual or individual’s family member. 
o Apartment with an individual lease, lockable access and egress.  Includes living, 

sleeping, bathing and cooking areas over which the individual or the individual’s 
family has domain and control. 

o Residence, in a community-based residential setting, in which no more than four 
unrelated individuals reside. 

 
Participation Documentation 
Upon discharge from the institution, the following information about each MFP participant must be 
sent to the Department: 

• Participant Reporting Form - Provide information about the person who will be in MFP per 
the Participant Reporting Form so that the person can be accurately identified by the 
Department as a Money Follows the Person participant.  

• Completed Informed Consent Form – The original of this document must be kept in the 
person’s file at the waiver agency and a copy faxed or mailed to the Department.  The person 
or his/her guardian must give consent before the person can be in MFP.  If the person 
declines we cannot count the person for MFP enhanced match.  The informed consent form is 
on the DHS website at: http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms1/f2/f20941.pdf.  

• Completed Quality of Life survey – Survey should be completed after the person agrees to 
participate in MFP, but before the person leaves the institution.  The survey is voluntary so a 
person can refuse to complete the survey and still remain in MFP, but people should be 
encouraged to participate as it will provide important information to Congress regarding this 
program. The Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration grant allows for a $100 
award to the MCO for each completed survey.  

 
Send Materials to: Donna Siedschlag 

Bureau of Long Term Support 
1 West Wilson St., Room 418 
P.O. Box 7851 
Madison, WI  53707-7851 
Fax: (608) 267-2913 

http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms1/f2/f20941.pdf


OFCE Technical Assistance Series  OFCE Memo: 10-07 

 Page 3 of 3 
OFCE Technical Assistance Series provides MCOs with interpretations or guidance regarding contract 
requirements, policy, and program requirements. 

  
The following information does not have to be submitted to the Department, but the MCO should 
document that the information was provided: 
 

• Participant Emergency Back-Up Information – Participant must receive information about 
who to contact in case of a non-medical emergency (provider does not show up, equipment 
breaks down, etc.).  MCOs should use existing mechanisms as required by the MCO/state 
contract.   

 
Requested Action 
Each MCO should begin to screen members and referred individuals who are in qualified institutions 
for Money Follows the Person eligibility.  If the person is eligible, the MCO should discuss 
participation in Money Follows the Person with the individual and/or guardian.  For each confirmed 
participant, the MCO should provide required materials to the Department when the individual is 
discharged from the institution.  If you have questions about eligibility or other MFP requirements, 
please contact Donna Siedschlag in the Bureau of Long Term Support at (608) 267-7131 or 
Donna.Siedschlag@wisconsin.gov.   
 
Thank you for the additional steps the MCO staff must take to access this additional federal funding 
for the Medicaid program.   
 
Reference Materials: 
Money Follows the Person website: www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/LTC_COP/MFP/MFP.HTM   
 
Participant Reporting Form: 

• PDF printable version: 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/F0/f00334.pdf    

• MS Word version: 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/F0/f00334.doc   

 
Informed Consent Form: 

• PDF printable version: 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms1/f2/f20941.pdf    

• MS Word version: 
www.wisconsin.gov/forms1/f2/f20941.doc   

 
Quality of Life Survey: 

• PDF printable version:  
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/F0/f00478.pdf   

• MS Word version:  
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/F0/f00478.doc    
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