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1. To add a custom field, select “Customize Forms” under “Facility” on the Nav 
Bar.  

2. Choose “CDC-Defined-PS-Event” (for the default 
CDC event form) as your form type. Choose “BSI – 
Bloodstream Infection” for your form. The 
description and status automatically fill in. In this 
example, you are adding custom fields to the BSI 
event form within NHSN.  

3.  In the “Define Custom Fields” table 
below your form selection, type “Service” 
for your first custom field (or your first 
selected custom field) below label. This is 
what will appear next to your empty data 
field. Choose alphanumeric and active. In 
the row below service, enter “Type of 
Line”, then alphanumeric and active.  You 
now have two custom fields in the BSI 
form. The order of these fields should be 
noted (or looked up later) when pulling 
this information into reports. In this case, 
service is custom field 1 and type of line is 
custom field 2. 

4. Click “Save” to save the new fields to the BSI 
event form.   

 
 
 

 
 5. You will receive a confirmation message that the 

form was updated.     
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6. When you add a new BSI event now, you’ll 
see the custom fields service and type of line 
populate in the custom fields section below 
the pathogen information.     
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