Multidisciplinary Infection Prevention and Control Rounding Tool for Laundry 

Use this tool when rounding in your laundry department to assess for infection prevention and control gaps. It is recommended to perform rounding at least annually. Rounding frequency may need to be increased if indicated by risk assessment, significant gaps are noted, or ongoing issues are not resolved after corrective actions have been implemented. This assessment can be performed by the infection preventionist or other designated staff.

	Location:
	

	Observer:
	

	Date:
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Observations and assessment
Acceptable (A); Needs improvement (NI); Not applicable (NA); 
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	Assessment
	Comments or follow-up actions needed

	
	A
	NI
	NA
	

	Soiled side

	Air handling is negative pressure compared to the clean side.
	
	
	
	

	There is clear delineation between the soiled side and clean side.
	
	
	
	

	If soiled side is in its own room, there should be a minimum of 10 air changes per hour.
	
	
	
	

	Surfaces are regularly disinfected.
	
	
	
	

	Disinfectants are Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved.
	
	
	
	

	A handwashing sink and/or alcohol-based hand rub (ABHR) are readily available.
	
	
	
	

	No clean linens are stored in this area.
	
	
	
	

	Laundry equipment is used and maintained according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
	
	
	
	

	Damp linens are not left in the machine overnight.
	
	
	
	

	Linens are not left in the utility sink to soak overnight.
	
	
	
	

	Water temperature is ≥160°F for ≥25 minutes for hot water cycles.
	
	
	
	

	Water temperature is ≤160°F for low-temp cycles and detergent is suitable for low temperature use.
	
	
	
	

	Staff belongings, food, and drink are not stored in this area.
	
	
	
	

	Walls, ceilings, and floors are cleaned regularly.
	
	
	
	

	All secondary containers or spray bottles are labeled appropriately and cleaned and dried between use, if reusable.
	
	
	
	

	Windows and doors, if present, are kept closed.
	
	
	
	

	Clean side

	Air handling is positive pressure compared to the soiled side.
	
	
	
	

	If clean side is in its own room, there should be a minimum of two air changes per hour.
	
	
	
	

	Laundry carts are cleaned and disinfected regularly.
	
	
	
	

	Work surfaces are disinfected regularly.
	
	
	
	

	Disinfectants used are EPA approved.
	
	
	
	

	Surfaces are clean in appearance and free of lint.
	
	
	
	

	Walls, ceiling, and floors are cleaned regularly.
	
	
	
	

	Windows and doors, if present, are kept closed.
	
	
	
	

	Fans are clean (minimal dust build up) and are not pointed at clean linens.
	
	
	
	

	Dryer care and maintenance is performed according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 

	
	
	
	

	Linen transport and receiving area

	Separation of clean and dirty linens is maintained.
	
	
	
	

	There is no evidence of pests.
	
	
	
	

	The area is free of odors.
	
	
	
	

	The area is free of clutter and visibly clean.
	
	
	
	

	There is no evidence of water intrusion or mold.
	
	
	
	

	Linens remain wrapped and/or covered while in the receiving and transport area.
	
	
	
	

	Clean linen packaging is sufficient to prevent contamination (for example, no tears in plastic covering).
	
	
	
	

	Linens are promptly moved to an appropriate clean linen storage area.
	
	
	
	

	Linen storage area

	Clean linens are covered during transport to storage area.
	
	
	
	

	Clean and dirty linens are stored separately.
	
	
	
	

	Walls and floors are clean and free of contamination.
	
	
	
	

	Clean linens are handled and stored in a manner that prevents contamination (for example, hand hygiene is performed prior to handling clean linen, carts are covered, linens are stored in closed cabinets)
	
	
	
	

	There is a first in, first out process for linen storage.
	
	
	
	

	Linens are not stored near sinks or other areas where contamination is likely.
	
	
	
	

	Clean linens are stored   separately from supplies.
	
	
	
	

	Linen stored in a shared supply room or in a common area (bathroom, etc.) are covered.
	
	
	
	

	Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

	PPE is readily available, including gloves, moisture-resistant gowns, and eye protection.
	
	
	
	

	PPE is worn appropriately when handling soiled textiles.
	
	
	
	

	Reusable gowns are placed in soiled laundry whenever doffed (they are not re-worn after doffing).
	
	
	
	

	PPE is doffed and properly discarded or placed in laundry before leaving the soiled area.
	
	
	
	

	Puncture resistant gloves are used when sorting soiled laundry.
	
	
	
	

	Reusable PPE (aprons, rubber gloves, eye goggles) are in good condition and cleaned after use.
	
	
	
	

	Hand hygiene

	A dedicated hand-washing sink is available (not used for linens).
	
	
	
	

	ABHR is available.
	
	
	
	

	ABHR and soap dispensers are functional.
	
	
	
	

	ABHR and soap are not expired.
	
	
	
	

	Sinks are part of the water management plan and are regularly flushed.
	
	
	
	

	Soiled linen handling

	Soiled linens are handled with minimal agitation. 
	
	
	
	

	Soiled linens are contained in bags or containers at the point of use (leak resistant and color coded or labeled).
	
	
	
	

	Soiled linens are not sorted or rinsed in the resident care area.
	
	
	
	

	Laundry sent through facility laundry chutes is contained in leakproof linen bags.
	
	
	
	



Observations requiring corrective action and follow-up
	Observation requiring corrective action
	Tactics and actions to achieve outcomes
	Responsible department or person
	Due date

	The utility sink designed for rinsing linens has items such as buckets and cleaning cloths stored in it. Additionally, soap is mounted above the sink, indicating that staff are using this sink for both rinsing linens and washing hands.
	Ensure staff are educated that the utility sink is for rinsing linens only, and handwashing should be performed only at the handwashing sink. Remove the soap dispenser above the utility sink. Ensure no items are being stored in the utility sink and that the utility sink is included in the facility water management plan, including regular flushing.
	Laundry supervisor and maintenance manager.
	12/1/2026

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



For more information on infection prevention and control, visit the Wisconsin Healthcare-Associated Infections (HAI) Prevention Program website (https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/ip-education.htm).
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