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Baseline screening:

Now “post-offer/pre-

placement” POPP

= Point of hire or 

transfer into a clinical 

role



Baseline/POPP 

Screening:

1  Risk Assessment

2  Symptom evaluation

3  Testing



CDC Risk 

Assessment



WI TB Program 

(WTBP)

Risk 

Assessment



Birth, travel, 

or 

residence in 

TB endemic 

countries



Close 

contact 

with 

active TB



Immunocompromising 

conditions:



NOT A RISK (IN WISCONSIN):

Nursing homes, healthcare facilities

Jails, Prisons

Homeless shelters





Rationale

Knowing the individual’s risk helps us 

interpret the test result and determine 

next steps



Example

Skin tests have 

different positive 

cutoffs (5/10/15mm) 

based on risk.



Confirmatory test may be 

needed for low risk (CDC, 2017)



Risk assessments

Helps interpret test 

results

(for everyone)

Helps determine 

whether confirmatory 

test needed (low-risk)



Baseline/POPP Screening:

1  Risk Assessment

2  Symptom evaluation

3  Testing



Symptom evaluation

and others 

(depending on site of 

infection)…



Rationale

Helps screen for active disease

May indicate need for repeat chest x-ray 

(CXR) in previous latent TB infection (LTBI)



WI TB 

Program Risk 

Assessment

& 

Symptom 

Evaluation



Symptom evaluation

For all new hires, 

regardless of previous 

testing status 

Helps screen for active 

disease

Helps determine if repeat 

CXR is needed



Baseline/POPP Screening:

1  Risk Assessment

2  Symptom evaluation

3  Testing



Testing…

Those without past +s or LTBI

Helps screen for TB infection, 

establishes baseline result

Result should be available 

before contact with patients



Testing…

Interferon gamma release 

assay (IGRA) (preferred) TST (two-step)



Differing 

Positive 

Cut-offs

10mm: enhanced 

surveillance/referral*, 

medical risk, foreign 

born

15mm: HCP without risk



Repeat past + test?

Confirm + in low-risk individual

BCG vaccinated individuals who may benefit 

from an IGRA

No documentation is available

Discordant results (consider risk)



Previously positive/ 

LTBI

New risk assessment 

New symptom evaluation

Documentation of negative CXR



Newly positive/ LTBI

Symptom evaluation & risk 

assessment

Chest x-ray



Baseline/POPP Testing

For all new hires without 

LTBI

Understand when to 

repeat tests and CXRs

Result should be 

available before 

contact with patients



How long are 

results “good”?



TB Tests 

Nat’l guidelines
Institutions…should use 
a consistent approach 
considering time 
interval, exposure risk, 
and medical history 

Consider 1 year cut-off  
for TSTs (JOEM, 2020)

WI TB Program

In the absence of new 
symptoms or risks, 

previously documented 

negative IGRA or TST 
results from within the 

past 

12 months may be used



Repeat CXR (previous 

LTBI)?
Asymptomatic HCP with 

documented prior positive TB 

tests do not require imaging for 

clearance if they have 

documentation of normal chest 

imaging after the prior positive 
TB test (JOEM 2020) within 6 

months (WTBP)



Repeat CXR during POPP?

Re-imaging can also be 

considered upon review of their TB 

risk assessments:

• When there has been known 

exposure or extended time 

spent in regions with elevated 

TB rates

(JOEM 2020)



Repeat CXR during POPP?

• Abnormal CXR from past

• HCP was not treated for LTBI 

and has risk factors for 

progression
(JOEM 2020)

• Prior imaging is not well 

documented or is not normal
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WI Administrative Statute

Nursing homes: 

DHS 132.24 and 132.42

CBRFs: DHS 83.17 and 83.28

Home health agencies: 133.06

And others…



Agenda

Baseline employment screening

Annual (serial) screening recommendations

Post-exposure



MMWR (2019): 

“In the absence of a known exposure 

of evidence of ongoing TB transmission, 

U.S. healthcare personnel… without LTBI 

should not undergo routine serial TB 

screening or testing at any interval after 

baseline.”



Rationale

A systematic review found a low 

percentage of U.S. HCP have a positive 

TB test at baseline and upon serial 

testing.

Working in healthcare was not a risk 

factor for a positive TB test



I’m the exception!



Exceptions

Laboratorians who handle specimens with 

suspected or confirmed M. tuberculosis (Blue 

Ribbon Panel)

“High risk” groups/facilities

Community narcotic TX centers (WI DHS 75.15 (17))



Exceptions (cont’d)

“High risk” groups/facilities

Number of patients with infectious pulmonary 

TB

Delays in initiating airborne isolation

Conversions indicating ongoing transmission 

with prior serial testing



Annual recommendations

Symptom evaluation (for untreated LTBI)

TB education, including risks of 

infection/progression



Annual components

Component National 
guidelines

WI TB Program

Risk assessment Not recommended Consider, as part of 
education

Symptom 
evaluation

Testing 

Education



Risk 

Assessment & 

Symptom 

Evaluation 
(F-02314)

Look for new risks



Risk 

Assessment & 

Symptom 

Evaluation for 

Annual 

Employee 

Screening (F-02314E)



Annual Components

Component National 
guidelines

WI TB Program

Risk assessment Not 
recommended

Consider, as part 
of education

Symptom 
evaluation

Only for 
untreated LTBI

Consider, as part 
of education (all)

Testing 

Education



WI TB 

Program Risk 

Assessment

& 

Symptom 

Evaluation



Annual components

Component National 
guidelines

WI TB Program

Risk assessment Not 
recommended

Consider, as part 
of education

Symptom 
evaluation

Only for 
untreated LTBI

Consider, as part 
of education (all)

Testing Not 
recommended

Not 
recommended

Education



Annual components

Component National 
guidelines

WI TB Program

Risk assessment Not 
recommended

Consider, as part 
of education

Symptom 
evaluation

Only for 
untreated LTBI

Consider, as part 
of education (all)

Testing Not 
recommended

Not 
recommended

Education Recommended Recommended



Rigorous annual TB 

education for healthcare 

personnel will take on 

greater importance (JOEM, 2020)
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Post-exposure Management

Baseline (<4 weeks)

Symptom screen- all

Post-exposure (>8 weeks)

Symptom screen- all

Testing- previous negatives

CXR- new positives and 

+symptoms

LTBI treatment- all 

confirmed LTBI

Testing- previous negatives

CXR- new positives and 

+symptoms

LTBI treatment- all 

confirmed LTBI



Post-exposure Management

Baseline (<4 weeks)

Symptom screen- all

8- weeks post-exposure

Symptom screen- all

Testing- previous negatives

CXR- new positives and 

+symptoms

LTBI treatment- all 

confirmed LTBI

Testing- previous negatives

CXR- new positives and 

+symptoms

LTBI treatment- all 

confirmed LTBI

SAME



I’m the exception!



Post-exposure Management

Baseline (<4 weeks)

Symptom screen- all

Testing- previous negatives

CXR- new positives and 

+symptoms

LTBI treatment- all 

confirmed LTBI



Baseline testing >4 weeks?

JOEM 2020

1. Symptom evaluation

2. History of prior TB infection 
or treatment

3. Risk of progression to 
disease

WI TB Program

Early positives in a contact 
investigation can guide testing 
strategy

Weigh decision with timing, 
extent of exposure, knowledge 
of immunologic response



Post-exposure Management

Baseline (<4 weeks)

Symptom screen- all

Post-exposure (>8 weeks)

Symptom screen- all

Testing- previous negatives

CXR- new positives and 

+symptoms

LTBI treatment- all 

confirmed LTBI

Testing- previous negatives

CXR- new positives and 

+symptoms

LTBI treatment- all 

confirmed LTBI



RECOMMEND TREATMENT 

FOR ALL CONFIRMED LTBI?

Strongly encouraged 

for new LTBI or old 

untreated LTBI

For previously treated 

LTBI, rarely retreat



Contact investigation is as much an art as a science. 

Don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with identifying contacts.
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Please reach out to the WI TB 

Program for assistance with 

contact tracing in large 

investigations
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Residents of LTC Facilities
• Follow same screening 

protocol as “POPP”/baseline 

screening for staff

• Encourage LTBI treatment if 

not medically contraindicated

• Do not recommend annual 

screening or risk assessments



https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/

publications/p02382a.pdf

TB Screening 

and Testing 

Residents of 

Care Facilities 



dhs.wi.gov/publications/p0238

2.pdf

HCP TB 

Screening 

Fact Sheet



dhs.wi.gov/publications/p02

530.pdf

HCP TB 

Screening 

Decision Tree



Questions?

Main TB Phone Line: 608-261-6319

Fax: 608-266-0049

TB Program Email: 
DHSWITBProgram@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Website: 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tb/index.htm

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tb/index.htm


Regional Infection Preventionists

▪ Western Region: Nikki Mueller, MLS(ASCP)CM, 

MBA, CIC, Phone: 608-628-4464

▪ Northern Region: Anna Marciniak, MLS(ASCP), 

CIC, Phone: 608-590-2980

▪ Northeastern Region: Tess Hendricks, BS, MLS, 

CIC, Phone: 608-338-9071

▪ Southeastern Region: Aimee Mikesch, BSN, RN, 

LTC-CIC, Phone: 608-867-4625

▪ Southern Region: Paula Pintar, MSN, RN, ACNS-

BC, CIC, FAPIC, Phone: 608-471-0499
69
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HAI Prevention Program Contact 
Information

Email: dhswihaipreventionprogram@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Phone: 608-267-7711

Website: www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/contacts.htm

mailto:dhswihaipreventionprogram@dhs.wisconsin.gov
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/contacts.htm


HAI Infection 
Prevention 
Education 
webpage
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/ip-education.htm
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Upcoming LTC Education Session

Date: February 22, 2024

Topic: Antimicrobial Stewardship

72


	Slide 1: Wisconsin HAI Long-Term Care Education Series 
	Slide 2:  Tuberculosis (TB)  Screening for LTC Staff  and Residents
	Slide 3: Agenda
	Slide 4: Agenda
	Slide 5: Baseline screening:
	Slide 6: Baseline/POPP Screening:
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Birth, travel, or residence in TB endemic countries
	Slide 10: Close contact with active TB
	Slide 11: Immunocompromising conditions:
	Slide 12: Not a risk (in Wisconsin):
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Rationale
	Slide 15: Example
	Slide 16: Confirmatory test may be needed for low risk (CDC, 2017)
	Slide 17: Risk assessments
	Slide 18: Baseline/POPP Screening:
	Slide 19: Symptom evaluation
	Slide 20: Rationale
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Symptom evaluation
	Slide 23: Baseline/POPP Screening:
	Slide 24: Testing…
	Slide 25: Testing…
	Slide 26
	Slide 27: Repeat past + test?
	Slide 28: Previously positive/ LTBI
	Slide 29: Newly positive/ LTBI
	Slide 30: Baseline/POPP Testing
	Slide 31: How long are results “good”?
	Slide 32: TB Tests 
	Slide 33: Repeat CXR (previous LTBI)?
	Slide 34: Repeat CXR during POPP?
	Slide 35: Repeat CXR during POPP?
	Slide 36: WI Administrative Statute
	Slide 37: Agenda
	Slide 38: MMWR (2019): 
	Slide 39: Rationale
	Slide 40
	Slide 41: Exceptions
	Slide 42: Exceptions (cont’d)
	Slide 43: Annual recommendations
	Slide 44: Annual components
	Slide 45: Risk Assessment & Symptom Evaluation  (F-02314)
	Slide 46: Risk Assessment & Symptom Evaluation for Annual Employee Screening (F-02314E)
	Slide 47: Annual Components
	Slide 48
	Slide 49: Annual components
	Slide 50: Annual components
	Slide 51
	Slide 52: Agenda
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55: Post-exposure Management
	Slide 56: Post-exposure Management
	Slide 57
	Slide 58: Post-exposure Management
	Slide 59: Baseline testing >4 weeks?
	Slide 60: Post-exposure Management
	Slide 61: Recommend treatment for all confirmed LTBI?
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64: Residents of LTC Facilities
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69: Regional Infection Preventionists
	Slide 70: HAI Prevention Program Contact Information
	Slide 71
	Slide 72: Upcoming LTC Education Session

