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Objectives 

• Provide high-level National Healthcare Safety 

Network (NHSN) overview 

• Review NHSN carbapenem-resistant 

Enterobacteriaceae (CRE) data entry 

processes 

• View resources for successful NHSN use 



Wisconsin Department of Health Services 3 



Wisconsin Department of Health Services 4 

Advantages 

• Free, web-based training 

• Standardized surveillance protocols 

• Real-time data analysis  

• Secure data sharing  

• Gold standard for healthcare-associated 

infection (HAI) data collection and reporting, 

used for federal and state reporting 

requirements  

• Contribute to national benchmarks  
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Wisconsin LTC Reporting 

• Department of Health Services CRE mandate* 

• MetaStar C. difficile infection project 

 

 

 
*More information available at  

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/cre.htm  

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/nhsn-resources.htm  

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/cre.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/cre.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/nhsn-resources.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/nhsn-resources.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/nhsn-resources.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/nhsn-resources.htm
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Wisconsin NHSN Use 

• Total facilities: 602+ 

• Hospitals: 156 

• Dialysis: 118 

• Ambulatory surgery centers: 78 

• Long-term care facilities: 250 
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NHSN Enrollment Basics 

• Facility enrollment vs. 

individuals 

• Secure access 

management system 

(SAMS) 

• NHSN facility 

administrator 

• Conferred rights 
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Facility Activation Basics 

• Location mapping 

• Additional users 

• Annual facility survey 
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NHSN CRE Data Entry 
Monthly reporting plans, numerators, 

denominators, and missing data alerts 
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Logging In – 

https://sams.cdc.gov  

• Multi-step login 

• Choose SAMS grid card login option  

• Username = email 

• Password = set up during enrollment 

• Grid card coordinates 

• My applications = NHSN reporting 

• NHSN landing page (select your facility and 

component) 

 

 

 

https://sams.cdc.gov/
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Monthly Reporting Plan 

• Lists surveillance plan for the 

month  

• Certifies adherence to NHSN 

protocols 

• Triggers missing data alerts  

• Allows data inclusion in 

national benchmarking 

aggregates 
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Monthly Reporting Plan 
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Facility-wide  Monthly 

Denominator Data 

• Resident days: Resident 
census. 

• Resident admissions: Number 
of new admissions (and 
readmissions when a resident 
was out of the facility for more 
than two calendar days). 

• Must be entered every month, 
even when there are no CRE 
positives. 
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Summary Data Entry 
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Report No Events 
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NHSN CRE Definition  

Any Escherichia coli, Klebsiella oxytoca, Klebsiella pneumoniae, or 

Enterobacter spp. testing resistant to imipenem, meropenem, 

doripenem, or ertapenem by standard susceptibility testing methods. 

 

OR 

 

Any organism producing a carbapenemase (specifically, KPC, NDM, 

VIM, IMP, OXA-48) demonstrated using a recognized test 

(examples: PCR, metallo-β-lactamase test, Carba-NP, Xpert® 

Carba-R ).  

 

Report carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae (i.e., 

carbapenemase-producing [CP] and non-CP) of the following 

species: Escherichia coli, Klebsiella oxytoca, Klebsiella 

pneumoniae, or Enterobacter spp. 
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Is this CRE? 



Wisconsin Department of Health Services 20 



Wisconsin Department of Health Services 21 



Wisconsin Department of Health Services 22 

All Carbapenem-Resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE) 

CP-CRE in 
“Big Three” 

Species 
Reportable 
to NHSN & 

LHD 
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Location Matters 

Counts Does Not Count 

Specimen collected in 
nursing home 

Specimen collected 
before nursing home 
admission 

Specimen collected in ED 
or outpatient setting 
during the resident’s 
current admission 

Specimen collected 
during admission to 
another facility (e.g., 
inpatient hospitalization) 
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Timing Matters 
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Numerator (LabID Event) Data 

• All events start entry with 

Event > Add. 

• Form adjusts based on 

information provided. 

• LabID form requests 

specimen collection 

information. 
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Event Form Tables of Instruction 

= More Field Details  
Found in online module resources by component 
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Alerts 

• Based on reporting plan entries (i.e., if you forget a 

reporting plan, you won’t see missing data alerts for 

that month) 

• Displayed upon login for every user in the facility and 

via “Alerts” navigation bar option 
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Analysis Basics 

• Data set generation 

• Real-time availability 

• Module-specific pre-configured reports 

• Statistical testing built-in (p-values, confidence 

intervals) 

• Risk adjustment 

• Exportable results (Excel, SAS, Access, etc.) 

• Report filtering/modification 
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Tips for Success 

• Enter reporting plans and data monthly 

(practice makes this easier). 

• Bookmark the protocol index 

(https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/index.html)—you 

need the protocols in front of you for 

surveillance. 

• Use NHSN FAQs and tables of instruction. 

• Review surveillance protocol reporting notes 

and instructions. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/index.html
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Tips for Success, continued 

• Review quarterly LTC NHSN newsletters. 

• Attend annual NHSN LTC Component 

webstream training. 

• Review notes or attend monthly DPH NHSN 

teleconferences. 

• Contact DPH when you have questions. We 

are here to help! 
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What’s Next?  

• Get access to NHSN if you do not have it yet. 

• Determine data sources. Ask questions. 

• Start entering data. 

• Reach out with questions. Don’t struggle alone. 
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www.cdc.gov/nhsn  
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Questions? 

Ashlie Dowdell 

HAI Surveillance Coordinator 

608-266-1122 

ashlie.dowdell@wi.gov  

mailto:ashlie.dowdell@wi.gov


Wisconsin Department of Health Services 36 

More Info on NHSN 

• Enrollment: 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/enroll.html  

• Surveillance materials: 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/index.html 

• DPH NHSN resources (tutorials, guides, 

enrollment memos, worksheets): 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/nhsn-

resources.htm  

• NHSN training modules: 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/index.html  

• NHSN Help Desk: nhsn@cdc.gov  

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/enroll.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/index.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/nhsn-resources.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/nhsn-resources.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/nhsn-resources.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/index.html
mailto:nhsn@cdc.gov

