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Date: October 2016 
 
RE: Rates for Medicaid Waiver Services 

Dear (Provider), 

You are receiving this letter because you provide services to someone in one or more of the following 
Wisconsin Medicaid Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) Waiver programs: 

• Children’s Long-Term Support Program (CLTS) 
• Community Integration Program (CIP) 
• Community Options Program (COP) 

The federal Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) have directed the State of Wisconsin to create a 
uniform rate-setting methodology for most waiver services. The current practice, in which individual counties 
or waiver agencies set rates directly with providers, will no longer be allowed by CMS. The Department of 
Health Services (DHS) must implement a new uniform methodology to set provider rates for HCBS beginning 
January 2018.  

DHS must follow CMS guidelines to create the statewide rate-setting methodology, including a description of:  

• The rate-setting methodology used for each waiver service. 
• How the state exercises financial oversight to ensure that rates are determined and paid in accordance with a 

uniform methodology that ensures consistent rate structure for each specific service. 
• How the state solicits public comment on rate determination methods. 
• How payment rates are made available to waiver participants. 
• How the rate determination method will be used for determining self-directed budgets, or if some other 

method is used and applied consistently to each waiver participant. 

DHS is committed to communicating with providers and obtaining provider input throughout the process. To 
stay informed about this project, please go to the HCBS Rate-Setting Project webpage at 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hcbs/ratestructure.htm. While on the webpage, you may sign up for the project 
distribution list to receive regular updates.  Those who sign up for the distribution list will be invited to 
participate in a voluntary provider survey. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this initiative, please send an email to 
dhsdltcbfm@dhs.wisconsin.gov.  
  
Regards, 
 
Dave Varana 
Director, Bureau of Long Term Care Financing 
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