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Overview 

• DHS is electing the option in federal regulations to 
subject all FoodShare members to simplified reporting 
rules (a.k.a reduced reporting).  All FoodShare 
members will be subject to simplified reporting rules 
effective March 1, 2019. 

• The threshold for reporting unearned income 
changes on the Six Month Report Form (SMRF) and 
at the time of renewal increases from $50 to $100 
effective March 1, 2019. 
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Goals 
• Ensure the new FoodShare change reporting policy is 

supported by CARES and ACCESS. 
• Ensure CARES correspondence reflects the new 

FoodShare change reporting policy. 
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Policy Changes 



Simplified Reporting Rules  
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Only required to report when income received puts 
the food unit  above 130% of the federal poverty level 
(FPL) by the 10th of the following month in which the 
increase occurred. 
 
Clarification: The income must be “received” prior to 
the food unit needing to report. 
 Example: For new employment, the first paycheck 
 that puts the food unit over 130% of the federal 
 poverty limit must have been received. 
 Anticipated income is not the same as received 
 income. 



Policy Changes 

January 17, 2019 IMAC Meeting 6 of 23 

• Effective March 1, 2019, all FoodShare members will 
be subject to simplified reporting rules when 
reporting changes. 
• Elderly, blind, or disabled FoodShare food units with 

no earned income are the only major FoodShare 
population not currently subject to simplified 
reporting rules. 

• CARES had also been including the change reporting 
rules on correspondence sent to migrant workers 
and override benefits households. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note: DHS anticipates there will be few migrant workers in early March due to the timing of the agricultural cycle. Override benefit households are also rare.  



Policy Changes 
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• The threshold for reporting unearned income changes 
on the Six Month Report Form (SMRF) and at renewal 
increases from $50 to $100 effective March 1, 2019. 

• SMRFs generated and mailed out in February 2019 (with 
a March 2019 due date) will still show the $50 
threshold.  

• SMRFs generated and mailed out in March 2019 (with an 
April 2019 due date) will show the $100 threshold. 

• EBD households are not subject to SMRF requirements. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For SMRFs generated in February 2019 that show the $50 threshold, workers should process unearned income changes reported on a SMRF submitted in March 2019, even if the change is less than $100.




Policy Changes 
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• No changes are being made to how FoodShare 
eligibility is determined or how food units and 
assistance groups are created. 

• No changes are being made to the information 
required to be reported on a FoodShare application 
or renewal. 

• If an agency becomes aware of a change, the agency 
must process it. 

• If the member is also enrolled in any other 
programs, they are also subject to those programs’ 
reporting rules. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As is currently, if a member is open for multiple programs, such as health care and FoodShare, and they fail to report something required for health care but not for FoodShare, workers can only pursue an overpayment for health care. The member did not fail to meet the reporting requirements for FoodShare, so the worker cannot pursue a FoodShare overpayment.



System Changes 



CARES Changes 
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• There are no changes to the CWW pages. 
• Effective March 2, 2019, all FoodShare-only cases will 

have the simplified reporting rules listed on the 
notice of decision. 
• Reminder: If the household is open for other 

programs, the household is also subject to the 
reporting requirements for those programs. The 
notice will display those rules if they are more strict 
than the FoodShare rules. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although the policy is effective March 1, the system changes will not be implemented until March 2. This means that notices generated on March 1 will still have the old change reporting rules for EBD FoodShare only, migrant worker, and override benefit households. Workers should not pursue overpayments for non-simplified rule changes that occur on March 1, even if the member’s notice dated March 1 showed the change reporting rules.

This should not impact SMRFs generated in March (due date in April) since they will be generated after the March 2 system changes.

Note: EBD households will not receive a SMRF and as they are not subject to SMRFing rules. They will continue to be certified for 12 months.

If the household is open for other programs but fails to report required changes based on those program rules, there is no overpayment for FoodShare (unless the change report was also required for FoodShare).



Sample Notice with Simplified Rules 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This example is for a food unit of 2 (dynamic text for $ amount)



SMRF Changes 
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Both the paper and online SMRFs will be updated to 
state that FoodShare households must report changes 
of more than $100 in other income. 
 



Sample SMRF Changes 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Online SMRF



Sample SMRF Changes 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Paper SMRF



ACCESS Changes 
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• Text in ACCESS will be updated to remove 
references to the old change reporting rules.  
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The screenshot is an example. Similar changes will be made throughout ACCESS where we talk about reporting rules.



One-Time Mailing 
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• On March 4, 2019, a one-time mailing will be sent to 
all FoodShare households currently subject to 
change reporting rules. This letter will inform them 
that they are now subject to simplified reporting 
rules for FoodShare. 
• The letter will state that members enrolled in other 

programs must also follow reporting rules for those 
programs. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Estimate that 114,000 letters will be sent out.
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Sample One-Time Mailing Letter 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note: The screenshot above is only a portion of the letter. The top part of the letter with the address information looks like typical CARES-generated correspondence. 

The return address will be the CDPU. The CDPU will shred returned mail for this one-time mailing.



One-Time Mailing 
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• Workers will be able to view this letter in ECF and 
in CWW Correspondence History. 

• An automated case comment will be added to all 
cases that receive this letter. 
• “One-time letter mailed: Changes to FoodShare 

reporting requirements.” 
 

 



Impact to IM 



Impact to IM 
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• Decreased volume of change reports for EBD 
FoodShare assistance groups with no earned 
income. 

• Decreased volume of overpayments for EBD 
FoodShare assistance groups with no earned 
income. 

• Decreased FoodShare Quality Control and IMQA 
errors. 



Release Readiness Activities 



Upcoming Events 
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• February 12 – Operations Memo published 
• March 2 – ACCESS text and CARES 

correspondence changes implemented. 



Questions 
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If you have any questions after this meeting, please send 
them to the CARES Call Center. 
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