
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

 

Celebrations: 

• In 2024, Wisconsin had a 5.4%        
increase in the completion rate of 
the meningococcal ACWY vaccine   
series among 17–18 year olds.  

• Due to efforts made by VFC           
providers, more infants received RSV 
protection in 2024–25 season than in 
the previous  
season.  

Read more about these accomplishments 
inside! 
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As another season of RSV immunization administration wrapped up, here are a few  

accomplishments made through the efforts of all our providers and partners throughout the state. 

  

• More nirsevimab doses were 

given in the 2024–25 season 

than the previous season. 
 

• Over 24,000 doses of          

nirsevimab were                    

administered in total this past 

season. 
 

• 16,440 doses of Beyfortus 

and 158 doses of Abrysvo 

were ordered through VFC. 
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Doses of nirsevimab administered to infants 0–19 months of age by year in Wisconsin. 

 

RSV Season Recap 

Vaccine Shipment Reminder:  

McKesson now using TagAlert temperature monitors for 

refrigerated vaccine shipments. These monitors are the 

same monitors that are being used in the frozen  

Moderna COVID-19 vaccine shipments. Providers should  

immediately press the blue “Stop and Start” button until 

the stop icon appears and then read the indicator status 

to determine if the appropriate temperature was  

maintained during transit. 

Reminder!  

Providers with nirsevimab inventory on hand after March should store product properly until next 

season for use.  



 

 

2025 BigShot Awards Announced 
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The Wisconsin BigShot award is an annual recognition that celebrates Vaccines for Children 

Program providers who are leading the way in protecting children’s health by ensuring their 

pediatric patients are up-to-date on their vaccinations. 

Congratulations to all of the BigShot winners!  

Thank you for keeping Wisconsin's children 

healthy. 

There are four categories of awards: 

• Providers who have 90% or more of their          

patients vaccinated according to the  

recommended 4:3:1:3:3:1:4 schedule for  

24–36 month-olds. 

• Providers who have 80% or more of their            

adolescent patients between 13–17 years-old up 

to date on Tdap, Meningococcal, and have  

completed the HPV series. 

• Providers who have 95% or more of their pa-

tients who have at least 1 dose of MMR vaccine 

by 24 months of age. 

• Providers who have 95% or more of their pa-

tients between 5–6 years old who have received 

2 doses of MMR vaccine. 

Check out the list of award  
winners who chose to have their    
information shared publicly on the 
DHS BigShot award webpage. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2Fimmunization%2Fbig-shot.htm/1/01010196640685e7-30dab13d-3c02-48e4-958e-b911a967bbe0-000000/2-J-lW2xD_Zo9xDREX0SlpSdjN1Yas19ddQw1Zj-D7E=402


 

 

All VFC Vaccines (including influenza) that   

expire or are spoiled and unopened must 

be returned. Instructions are available on 

page 2 of the Vaccine Return Form.         

Returns must be completed within six 

months of the expiration or spoil date. 

Never store spoiled or expired vaccines in 

a storage unit. The vaccines should be re-

moved immediately and stored outside the 

unit until the vaccine is returned.  

Multi-dose vials such as IPOL may be used 

through expiration date printed on the label as 

long as the vaccine is not contaminated. If the 

multi-dose vial is opened when the vaccine   

expires, it cannot be returned. Please dispose 

of the vial according to your clinic’s policy and  

report the remaining doses to the program   

using the Vaccine Wastage Form.  

All public vaccine, including VFA, VFC, and 

mass clinic can be returned together using 

the Vaccine Return Form. 
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If you are returning vaccine because it is spoiled 

due to a temperature excursion or other similar 

situation, that vaccine will need to be              

documented on a separate Vaccine Return Form 

from your expired vaccine. For spoiled vaccine, 

don’t forget to adjust your inventory in WIR.  

As we near the expiration date for most influenza vaccines, here are 
a few reminders:  

• Vaccine cannot be returned until after it expires. Any return 
requests submitted prior to the expiration of vaccine will be 
denied. 

• Once expired, you can remove the vaccine from the  
refrigerator and follow the instructions on the return form. 

• Do not enter doses as wastage in WIR unless it truly was  
wasted such as drawn but not administered. 

• Please allow 2–3 weeks for processing. 

General Vaccine Return Reminders 

Influenza Vaccine Return Reminders 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MDMuNTg4ODg2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9mb3Jtcy9mMDIyODcucGRmIn0.dOkNnf6Gte9FKxle4sHoJfS1YdOfR9_2XodyjyaIjIY/


 

 

The VFC program along with the WIR unit are holding monthly open forum sessions to give you 
an opportunity to ask questions about the VFC program, vaccine ordering, WIR, WIR  reports, 
and more. Participation is not required. 
 
The dates for future VFC Open Forums are:  

• June 11, 2025, 11:30 a.m.–12:15 p.m. 
• July 9, 2025, 11:30 a.m.–12:15 p.m. 
• August  6, 2025 11:30am—12:15pm 

 

Link to join the VFC Open Forums  

These open forums are recorded and can be found on our Vimeo page.  
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In 2024, Wisconsin had a 5.4 percentage point     

increase in the completion rate of the                  

meningococcal ACWY vaccine series. The rate is 

measured in 17–18-year-olds and increased from 

51.2% in 2023 to 56.6% in 2024. An increase in this 

vaccination rate was seen in 68 out of 72 counties. 

The increase was likely in part due to the new            

meningococcal ACWY vaccine school vaccination               

requirement that went into effect this past fall. 

Starting in the 2024–2025 school year, a           

MenACWY containing vaccine was required for 

students entering 7th grade and a booster dose for 

eligible students entering 12th grade.  
Data source: Wisconsin Immunization Registry  

MenACWY Series Completion Rates 

The summer is a busy time for back to school physical exams, so make sure to identify students  

entering 7th and 12th grade who need to receive a MenACWY containing vaccine.  To learn more,  

review the CDC’s recommendations for meningococcal vaccination and Wisconsin’s school     

immunization requirements. 

VFC Open Forums 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdhswi.zoomgov.com%2Fj%2F1603137176%3Fpwd=Yjq7hDj8r6eTmhUvqvpXZlzl1kGrxn.1/1/01010194a81194c4-54e2260a-4361-4aa3-9327-f443d560dc6b-000000/ZnkGlvZ-qBRn00mRYLzi3XLgRhcRVa8aCc0pdyzLrXg=389
https://vimeo.com/showcase/11259629?share=copy
https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/index.html#:~:text=MenACWY%20vaccination&text=All%2011%2D%20to%2012%2Dyear,dose%20at%20age%2016%20years.
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/reqs.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/reqs.htm


 

 

• Check immunization record at every encounter, including acute visits and med 

checks, to vaccinate at every opportunity. 

• Generate client lists and perform outreach to schedule vaccination appointments. 

• Routinely run coverage assessments to monitor immunization performance (present 

at staff meetings and team huddles). 

• Use coverage assessments to understand the problem. Determine which vaccines 

have lower uptake so that you can decide where to focus efforts, review missed        

opportunities. 

• Attend WIR training or visit the independent training modules on the DHS WIR 

webpage. 

• Work with WIR team to improve the existing integration between your electronic 

medical record (EMR) and WIR. 

• Sign up for monthly provider report cards to track completion and accuracy of data  

      flowing from your EMR to WIR. 

• Share information with parents about WIR’s public access portal. 

• Routinely inactivate clients in WIR as needed. Remove patients from your WIR patient 

population who have left your organization to improve accuracy of immunization rate  

     reports and client lists. 
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Examples of Strategy Implementation Activities: 

Spotlight on Immunization QI:  

Leverage WIR Functionality to 

Improve Immunization Practice 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/wir-healthcare-providers.htm#:~:text=Wisconsin%20Immunization%20Registry%20%28WIR%29%20is%20an%20online%20database,Run%20reports%20that%20measure%20your%20clinic%E2%80%99s%20vaccine%20rates.
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/wir-healthcare-providers.htm#:~:text=Wisconsin%20Immunization%20Registry%20%28WIR%29%20is%20an%20online%20database,Run%20reports%20that%20measure%20your%20clinic%E2%80%99s%20vaccine%20rates.


 

 

• A 2014 review of immunization information systems (IIS)-focused studies describes the 
wide variety of features IISs offer to improve provider workflow and vaccine uptake.  

 
• Timely and complete IIS data prevents over-immunization, as demonstrated by a 2015 

study of influenza vaccination in children. 
 
• A 2021 review of studies on reminder/recall concluded that reminder/recall is one of the 

most effective (and cost-effective) tools for increasing vaccine uptake among children 
and adolescents. 
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Evidence base and justification: 

Spotlight on Immunization QI: 

Leverage WIR Functionality to 

Improve Immunization Practice 

Reminder/Recall in WIR: 
 
Reminder and recall reports give a list of clients due for vaccinations. The report can  
generate letters, cards, address labels, client listings, and downloadable text files. You can send 
these to the parent, guardian, or individual. The letters can either remind them of an upcoming 
appointment or recall them to come in for a vaccine that is past due. 

 

For more information, visit: 

Wisconsin Immunization Registry: Reminder/Recall for Providers  

WIR Reminder Recall Report Instructions  

https://www.thecommunityguide.org/media/pdf/vpd-jphpm-evrev-IIS1.pdf
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/articleviewer.aspx?year=2015&issue=05000&article=00008&type=Fulltext
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/articleviewer.aspx?year=2015&issue=05000&article=00008&type=Fulltext
https://www.academicpedsjnl.net/article/S1876-2859(21)00072-3/pdf?msclkid=b9ce747cb1c411ec9ded2723363bda34
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02400.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/wir-reminder-recall-report.pdf
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Common VFC Errors 

Check out the VFC Resource Guide for more detailed information on the requirements of the VFC Program. 

Below are the most common non-compliance findings noted during site visits over the past year. 

Please check on these items in your clinic to ensure you follow the VFC program requirements.  

Do Not Disconnect Signs incorrectly posted 

All power source locations for each storage unit must be labeled with “Do Not Disconnect” warning 

signs at the electrical outlet and the circuit breaker. 

Incomplete temperature monitoring 

Temperature data from the digital data logger (DDL) must be downloaded and reviewed weekly or 

monthly and when a temperature excursion is identified. It is recommended and best practice to 

download and review the data weekly; however, it must be downloaded and reviewed, at a      

minimum, monthly. 

The VFC program requires reviewing and documenting the minimum and maximum  

temperature readings at the beginning of every clinic day. Some devices require you to physically 

reset the minimum and maximum temperatures— this should be done after each reading in the 

morning. 

Incomplete vaccine management plans 

VFC providers are required to maintain a current and complete vaccine management plan that    

includes routine and emergency storage and handling processes. 

At a minimum, the plan must be updated annually; however, the plan should be updated  

anytime there are changes to coordinators or clinic procedures. The date it was updated and 

signed should be noted on any updated versions. 

VFC providers can use the WI VFC Vaccine Management Plan Template as a resource when creating 

a vaccine management plan. 

Backup Temperature Monitoring Devices 

 All VFC providers must have at least one back-up DDL. The back-up temperature monitoring       

device should be stored outside of the storage unit until needed and should have a different       

calibration date than other DDLs to avoid requiring all DDLs to be sent out for recalibration at the 

same time. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02723.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/vfc-vaccine-management-plan-template.docx
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VFC New Coordinator Training 
If you are a new VFC Coordinator, taking the new coordinator training is a great resource to learn 
about the requirements of VFC and expectations of VFC coordinators. It is also a great way to  
refresh your understanding if you are not new to the coordinator role.  
 
Watch the New Coordinator Training video (opens external video). 

 

VFC Resource Guide 
To find details about the VFC Program requirements, you can review the  
Wisconsin VFC Resource Guide (P-02723) on our website. 

Resources and Trainings  

Shot in the Arm Documentary 
PBS is offering free streaming of Shot in the Arm, a  
documentary on vaccine hesitancy. The film         
explores vaccine hesitancy, historically and in   
modern times. Both skeptical and optimistic, the 
film seeks to understand how we can bridge        
political divides and work to replace cynicism with 
healthy curiosity and important conversations. 

From Academy Award-Nominated filmmaker Scott  
Hamilton Kennedy and Executive Producer Neil 
deGrasse Tyson.  

Stream it for free at PBS. 

https://vimeo.com/639714005
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2Fpublications%2Fp02723.pdf/1/010101968bf08d55-cb058b6a-06ca-49de-8d7d-09ae7eb27237-000000/QBnVOM2r2uadtXBaA233JNrugU3m9AgDD5gqg9mQa-A=403
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2Fimmunization%2Fvfc-provider.htm/1/010101968bf08d55-cb058b6a-06ca-49de-8d7d-09ae7eb27237-000000/3dTfNlYK_O6AyO0BERbxdFPMQelt5RkBDKVMMDqcV-c=403
https://www.pbs.org/show/shot-in-the-arm/


 

 

Contact Us 

Immunization Program  

DHSImmProgram@wi.gov  | 608-267-9959 

 

VFC Program 

VFC@wi.gov 

WIR Helpdesk 

dhswirhelp@wi.gov  | 608-266-9691  

Eau Claire Regional Office 

Shayna Nickell 

Western Regional Advisor 

Shayna.Nickell@wi.gov   | 715-836-4028 

Green Bay Regional Office 

Susan Nelson                                                                                   

Northeastern Regional Advisor                                                        

SusanL.Nelson@wi.gov   | 920-448-5231 

Milwaukee Regional Office 

Monica Thakur 

Southeastern Regional Advisor 

Monica.Thakur@wi.gov  | 414-227-3995  

Rhinelander Regional Office 

Christie Larmie 

Northern Regional Advisor 

Christie.Larmie@wi.gov  | 715-365-2709 

Southern Regional Office 

Thanee Xiong 

Southern Regional Advisor 

Thanee.Xiong@wi.gov  | 608-267-9391 

Program Contact Information Immunization Program Regional Advisors 
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VFC Site Monitors 

Jill Gasperic 

VFC Site Monitor– Southeastern region 

Jill.Gasperic@wi.gov  | 414-469-0826  

 

Fallon Mercier 

VFC Site Monitor– Northeastern region 

Fallon.Mercier@wi.gov  | 920-448-4802 

 

Brianna  Murnan 

VFC Site Monitor– Southern region 

Brianna.Murnan@wi.gov  | 608-695-4070 
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