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Lead exposure in young children can cause reduced IQ and attention span, impaired growth, reading and learning disabilities, hearing loss, and a range of other health and behavioral effects.  Most exposures occur in homes or daycares where lead-based paint has deteriorated because of deferred maintenance or where lead hazards have been created through painting or renovation done without using lead-safe work practices. 

Prevention of lead poisoning can be accomplished by eliminating lead-based paint hazards before children are exposed.  Wisconsin's goal is to eliminate this disease by working to make Wisconsin's housing lead-safe, and by improving the detection and treatment of lead poisoning in children.

Wisconsin children deserve to be protected from toxins that affect their health, growth, development, and potential. Early detection through blood lead screening programs that are accessible to children at highest risk is important. Early intervention and comprehensive follow-up when lead poisoning is detected also protects the child from prolonged exposure. 

Lead-based paint is the primary source of lead in children’s environments.  Although the sale of lead-based paint for household use was banned in the US in 1978, it still coats the walls, window-frames and sills, doors, floors and ceilings of many older homes. Virtually all homes built before 1950 have lead-based paint.  Paint chips and dust from lead-based paint collect on window-sills and on floors, and are available for ingestion by toddlers and small children.  This makes early blood lead testing important for children between the ages of 1 through 6 years of age. 

Lead testing can be done by your child’s primary care physician, WIC, or your local health department.  The Iron County Health Department provides free lead testing to all children up to the age of 6.  Informational brochures are available. 

For more information contact the       County Health Department at       or go to www.epa.gov/lead or www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lead/index.htm 
