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 Local Voluntary Medical Advisor Policy
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_______________
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_______________
Assure review by corporation counsel or city attorney
          
AUTHORIZED BY:

Insert Name of Board of Health
TITLE:


Voluntary Medical Advisor

 
PURPOSE STATEMENT:    To provide guidance in securing a medical advisor for the (insert name of health department).  Voluntary medical advisors to the local health department help assure the safe delivery of health care services and public health services to individuals, families, and communities.  Medical advisors provide formal delegation of medical acts to licensed professional nurses, licensed practical nurses, and lesser skilled assistants where required by Wisconsin Statute, Chapter 448, Medical Practices, and Wisconsin Statute, Chapter 441, Board of Nursing. 

Physicians who are currently licensed and whose license is in good standing with the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing are eligible.  Such physician advisors will be first sought from within the jurisdiction of the local health department, shall not be an employee of the (insert name of health department), and shall serve in an uncompensated, voluntary position.  Such physicians shall become state agents of the Wisconsin Department of Health Services for the purposes of Wisconsin Statutes s. 165.25 (6), s. 893.82 (3), and s. 895.46 for the services they provide for the programs and services of (insert name of health department) that require medical oversight.  The designation of state agent status authorizes the State to provide legal representation to the volunteer medical advisor and to indemnify him or her from liability arising from the medical advisor’s performance of duties.   
	Policy
	The Health Officer will identify a local voluntary medical advisor who meets the qualifications set forth above. 



	Persons Affected
	Board of Health

Health department staff. 

Residents of the community within the jurisdiction of the local health department. 



	Essential Public Health Services
	This policy meets the statutorily required essential public health services of:

· Assure a diverse, adequate, and competent public health workforce to support the public health system.

· Enforce laws and regulations that protect health and ensure safety.



	Legal Authority
	Wisconsin Department of Health Services’ Related Statutes and Administrative Rules:

· Wisconsin Statute Chapter 251, Local Health Officials
· Wisconsin Statute, Section 251.07, Certain physicians; state agency status

· Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services , Administrative Rule, HFS 140, Required Services of Local Health Departments

· Wisconsin Statute Chapter 252, Communicable diseases

· Wisconsin Statute Chapter 448, Medical practices

Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing Related Statutes and Administrative Rules:

· Wisconsin Statute Chapter 441, Board of Nursing
· Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing, Administrative Rule, N6, Section 6.03, Standards of practice for registered nurses
· Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing, Administrative Rule N6, Section 6.04, Standards of practice for licensed practical nurses
Wisconsin Department of Justice Related Statutes:

· Wisconsin Statute, Section 165.25 (6), Duties of Department of Justice
· Wisconsin Statute, Section 893.82 (3), Claims against state employees; notice of claim; limitation of damages.
· Wisconsin Statute, Section 895.46,  State and political subdivisions thereof to pay judgments taken against officers


