1
1

Name of the County or Municipality
 Name of the Local Health Department 
Local Voluntary Medical Advisor Procedure
(Model Procedure for Wisconsin Local Health Departments)
PROCEDURE TITLE:

Voluntary Medical Advisor

EFFECTIVE DATE:

_______________

DATE REVIEWED/REVISED:
_________________

AUTHORIZED BY:


Insert Name of Board of Health

TITLE:



Voluntary Medical Advisor

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT:
This procedure describes the process to secure, maintain, and involve the local voluntary medical advisor in the development of contemporary health and public health policy to protect the health and safety of the population served by the (insert name of local health department).  
WHO PERFORMS ACTIVITIES: 
Local Health Officer
MEDICAL ADVISOR ROLE AND RESPONSBILITIES:
The medical advisor should be able to perform a range of roles and responsibilities based on current and emerging needs of the population.  Voluntary medical advisors should demonstrate an interest in public health.  Role, responsibilities, duties, and expectations include:

· Develop and authorize medical orders for delegated functions (as required in Administrative Rule N6(2), Performance of Delegated Medical Acts) to professional nurses, licensed practical nurses, and lesser skilled assistants employed by the local health department, for example:  administration of vaccines; medications and treatments; collecting samples; carrying out invasive procedures.

· Connect medical practice to public health practice by providing consultation, technical assistance, and medical advice to the local health officer, health department, and the board of health for the required public health services of communicable diseases surveillance prevention and control, and human health hazard control.  Content and topical areas may include: public health emergencies; human health hazards; disease outbreaks; epidemics; pandemics; and threats to the health of the public through atypical manifestations of current, emerging, and re-emerging communicable diseases or human health hazards.
· Connect medical practice to public health practice by providing consultation, technical assistance and medical advice to the local health officer, health department, and the board of health in the development of health promotion and disease prevention programs for the public including the generalized public health nursing program. 
· Provide education and training, as needed, to the local health officer, health department, and board of health.
· Serve as a liaison in building effective collaborative partnerships between the (insert name of the local health department) and local medical and health care providers to protect the health and safety of the community.
PROCEDURE:

1. A local, currently licensed primary care physician is identified who possesses the following attributes:

· Possesses an interest and expertise in public health and prevention.

· Supports the legal and societal role of the local health department.

· Possesses capacity to provide routine and urgent medical advice and direction using medical and public health science and evidence.  (Note:  urgent in this case usually pertains to communicable threats to the health of the population.)
· Willing to meet with the board of health and staff within the (insert name of local health department) to build relationships and work on identified and emerging public health issues and concerns in the health department’s jurisdiction. 

· Willing to develop and help implement the local community health improvement plan. 
· Willing to help build collaborative relationships between the health department and medical and health care providers within the in the jurisdiction of the local health department.
2. Physician agrees to become the voluntary, uncompensated medical officer.
3. Health Officer verifies current licensure of the physician and assurance his/her medical license is in good standing with the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing.
4. Health Officer submits documentation to the Board of Health for review and approval.
5. Health Officer assures orientation of the voluntary medical advisor. 
