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Local Public Health Data
RoAnn Warden, RN, BSN
Public Health Officer/Director 
Green County Health Department

Overview

 How data is used 
 Local sources of data
 Examples
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Community Health Assessment 
(CHA)
 Statutory requirement of LHDs
 Federal requirement for non-profit 

hospitals (every 3 years)
 Can be difficult to get local information if 

you are a smaller city
 Establishes priorities for local programs 

and informs the Community Health 
Improvement Process 

Data Sources 

State
◦ http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/stats/index.htm

◦ http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/localdata/index.htm

Local Resources
◦ School Districts

◦ Non-profits, including United Way

◦ Police and Fire Department

◦ Local Hospital

◦ Poison Control 

◦ Many others…….
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Determinants of Health

Community Health Improvement 
Plan (CHIP)

 The communities Action Plan to address the 
health challenges identified in the CHA

 Typically a 5 year plan with goals, objectives, and 
outcomes to address the community’s health

 CHIPPs project 
◦ http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/chip

Mental Health a Priority

 Getting old prescriptions out of homes
◦ Medication Drug Drop Box
◦ Five communities 
◦ Collecting 
◦ 15 lbs. a week

Provide Mental Health First Aid
◦ 50 Trained in 2014
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Fowler Free Dental Clinic
• Providing care to 125 children

• 4 Dental chairs
• 8 Volunteer Dental  Providers

Mapping Data 

Data drives health policy….

 Other data uses in local public health
◦ Grant Writing and Grant Management
◦ Updating local policy – internal or external
◦ Quality Improvement
◦ Accreditation
◦ Staffing
◦ Budgeting
◦ Marketing/Outreach
◦ Many Others
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Additional Tips

 Use the data your audience would 
understand

 Use both positive and negative data. Don’t 
spin

 Highlight your successes
 Think about what’s important to you
 Share it!
 Don’t be afraid to ask.

Thanks!

 Gary Garske from Portage County 
 Sarah Grosshuesch from Adams County

Questions?


