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Example:	John	Snow

The place: 
London, 
England 1854
The problem:  
Cholera
The man: 
Dr. John Snow

Why	data	
matter
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Access to 
Quality Data

Informed 
Decisions

Healthy 
Communities

Why	data	
matter
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Focus	on	population	level	
health	outcomes
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Data	drives	health	policy	&	
programming
• For example

• Surveillance
• Research
• Evaluation
• Quality Improvement
• Grant writing & management
• Updating policy – internal or external
• Communication and data sharing
• Many others…

Why	data	
matter
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DPH	Example	– Healthy	
Wisconsin

Why	data	
matter
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Data	Management	for	DPH
• Division‐wide use of data – a systems approach

• The Era of Big Data
• Storage
• Access
• Prioritization

• Enabling the sharing of data 
• Data Governance Board
• Communication among programs
• Data Sources Repository
• Data Request Tracking System (DRTS) 7

How	data	are	
managed

Office	of	Health	Informatics	
data	operations	
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www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wiphin/wedss 9

How	data	are	
managed You	Might	Want	to	Know…

• What is overall life expectancy in Wisconsin?

• How many individuals were hospitalized for heart 
attack in Grant County in 2015?

• How does Wisconsin rank on binge drinking?

• What areas of the state have the highest rate of 
asthma hospitalizations?

How	to	
access	the	
data	
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How	to	
access	the	
data	
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DHS	website:	One	Stop	Shop

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/stats

How	to	
access	the	
data	
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EPHT	aka	“Tracking”

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht

How	to	
access	the	
data	
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WI	Interactive	Statistics	on	
Health	(WISH)

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wish

How	to	
access	the	
data	
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Wisconsin	
Public	
Health	
Profiles
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How	to	
access	the	
data	 Hot	topic:	Opioids

• Multiple ways to access
• WISH module (NEW)
• Raw data – Data sources repository
• Data requests – Data governance board
• Quarterly county‐level surveillance reports 
(by 2018)

How	to	
access	the	
data	
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Additional	Data	Sources
• National interactive query system: Wonder

• http://wonder.cdc.gov/

• National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program
• https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/tracking/

• County health rankings
• http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/

• Kids Count Data Center—Wisconsin
• http://datacenter.kidscount.org/wi

• USDA Economic Research Service Food Environment Atlas
• http://www.ers.usda.gov/FoodAtlas/

• USDA ERS State fact sheets
• http://www.ers.usda.gov/StateFacts/

How	to	
access	the	
data	
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Contact	Information
Direct	all	data	related	questions	to:	
dhshealthstats@wisconsin.gov

OHI	notification	email	signup:	
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/stats/signup

Health	Analytics	Section	Chief
Milda	Aksamitauskas

Vital	Records	Section	Chief
Lisa	Walker

Informatics	Architecture	Section	Chief
Terry	Hiltz
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