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POP QUIZ

True or False?
The United States ranks 1st in life expectancy compared to 

other industrialized countries.
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POP QUIZ - ANSWER

True or False?
The United States ranks 1st in life expectancy compared to 

other industrialized countries.

False.

Which country ranks 1st?

Switzerland for males.
Japan for females.

US HEALTH OUTCOMES

US HEALTH OUTCOMES (CONT)
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WISCONSIN REPORT CARD

Source: UW Population Health Institute: http://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/programs/match/healthiest-state/report-card/2013/report-card-2013.pdf

WISCONSIN REPORT CARD

Source: UW Population Health Institute: http://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/programs/match/healthiest-state/report-card/2013/report-card-2013.pdf

DESPITE THE OUTCOMES…

 Source: OECD Health Data 2009
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DEFINITIONS MATTER: 
HEALTH, HEALTH DISPARITY, & HEALTH EQUITY

Health Disparity

A type of difference
in health that is 

closely linked with 
social or economic 

disadvantage. Health 
disparities negatively 
affect groups of people 

who have 
systematically 

experienced greater 
social or economic 
obstacles to health

Health

A state of 
complete physical, 
mental, and social 
well-being and not 
just the absence of 
sickness or frailty

Health Equity

When all people have 
the opportunity to 

attain their full 
health potential and 

no one is 
disadvantaged from 

achieving this 
potential because of 
their social position 

or other socially 
determined 

circumstance

What impacts health?

Income

Education

Clinical care

Insurance

Housing Neighborhood

Social support

Health behaviors

Family

Culture

Age
Doctor
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WHAT IMPACTS HEALTH?

Individ
ual

Interpersonal

Institutions/Organizatio
ns

Community

Structures, 
policies, 
systems

Local, state, federal 
policies and laws to 
regulate/support health 
actions

Social networks, norms 
and standards

Rules, regulations, 
policies and informal 
structures

Family, peers, social 
networks and 
associations

Knowledge, attitudes, 
beliefs and behaviors

Largest impact

Smallest impact

EMPLOYMENT

Sources: RWJF-Stable Jobs http://www.rwjf.org/en/blogs/new-public-health/2013/01/stable_jobs_health.html
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GENERAL HEALTH OF WISCONSIN
ADULTS BY INCOME LEVEL

Source: Centers for Disease Control, Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System 20
http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/brfss/income.asp?cat=HS&yr=2012&qkey=8001&state=WI

EDUCATION

Source: RWJF 2012 http://www.rwjf.org/en/blogs/new-public-health/2012/08/better_educationhea.html.html

HOW EDUCATION MAY IMPACT HEALTH…

Source: http://www.rwjf.org/content/dam/web-assets/2009/09/education-matters-for-health
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WISCONSIN UNEMPLOYMENT RATES BY
EDUCATION LEVEL

Source: US Census Bureau-2012 American Community Survey

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_12_1YR_S1501&prodType=table

HOUSING

• Privacy and 
security.

• Stability and 
sense of control.

• Toxin-free air and 
water, injury free 
structure.

• Safe, clean air and 
water.

• Access to public 
resources: 
transportation, 
police force, good 
schools. 

• Access to healthy 
food.

• Options for 
exercise.

• Access to 
affordable options.

• Ability to meet 
other basic needs.

Source: Commission on Health http://asthmaregionalcouncil.org/uploads/Healthy%20Homes/commissionhousing102008.pdf

INTERGENERATIONAL
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HW2020 Baseline and Health 
Disparities Report

• Addresses the health focus areas, access to 
healthcare and provides data summaries by 
population:
– Racial/ethnic minority populations (American Indians, 
Asians, Blacks, Hispanics)

– Socioeconomic status

– People with disabilities

– Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender populations

– Geography 
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/hw2020baselinereport.htm

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov

25

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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BLACK POPULATION

Reported cases of selected sexually transmitted diseases, rate per 
100,000, by race/ethnicity, Wisconsin, 2010

White

Black

Hispanic

Asian

American Indian

Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Sexually Transmitted Diseases Program.

144

1,859

377
222

621

Chlamydia

17

676

46 22
144

Gonorrhea

1

25

5 3 2

Syphilis

32

Reproductive and sexual health

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov

33
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http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/index.htm
Mailbox:  dhshw2020@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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HEALTH EQUITY SUPPORT

Healthiest Wisconsin 2020
 Social, economic and education factors that 

influence health.
 Health disparities.

Healthy People 2020
 “Create social and physical environments that 

promote good health for all.” 
 5 key determinants.

Sources: HW2020 http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/focusareas/index.htm
HP2020 http://healthypeople.gov/2020/about/default.aspx

Social determinantsRoot causes

36
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Discrimination

Sexism

Power

Source: Patters, Boston Public Health Commission presentation 

Classism

PRIORITIES

Medical services 88%Health 
behaviors 30%

Socioeconomic factors 40%

Physical environment 10%

Clinical care 20%

Other 8%

Health behaviors 4%

What Makes Us Healthy What We Spend On Being 
Healthy

Source: RWJF County Health Rankings Source: Derived from information from the Boston Foundation (June 2007).

DPH CLAS IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

CLAS-PHAB 
Crosswalk 
PHAB/PH 

Core 
Functions

Knowledge/Belief 
of SDoH -

Health Equity 
Readiness

Policy Alignment 
with CLAS

CLAS/HE 5-Year Implementation Plan

- Training Plan
- Policy Changes

DPH Learning

Needs/Expertise -
Community of 

Practice

R/E Community 
Feedback –

HE Check-In
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CLAS STANDARDS

CLAS standards are a comprehensive series of 
guidelines that inform, guide, and facilitate
practices related to culturally and linguistically 
appropriate health services. 

ENHANCED CLAS STANDARDS

ADOPTING THE CLAS STANDARDS

DPH has officially pledged to adopt and 
implement the CLAS standards:
 Commitment to Health Equity
 Quality Improvement
 Accreditation Readiness
 Alignment/Legal Compliance

Next Steps:
 Five-Year Strategic Plan for Implementing CLAS 

42
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IN PUBLIC HEALTH WE OFTEN SAY...

My work includes health equity because…

Degree of Impact

I don’t 
discriminate 
against anyone

I serve vulnerable 
populations 
impacted by these 
disparities

I plan my work in 
a way that 
ensures it 
addresses the 
factors leading to 
health inequities

Source: Patters, Boston Public Health Commission presentatio

HOW CAN WE ALL GET HERE?

Degree of Impact

I don’t 
discriminate 
against anyone

I serve vulnerable 
populations 
impacted by these 
disparities

I plan my work in 
a way that 
ensures it 
addresses the 
factors leading to 
health inequities

Source: Patters, Boston Public Health Commission presentation 

CORE FUNCTIONS OF PUBLIC HEALTH

 Assessment
 Monitor health status and identify community problems
 Diagnose and investigate health problems
 Evaluate effectiveness, accessibility, and quality of services

 Policy Development
 Develop policies and plans that support health
 Enforce laws and regulations
 Research new insights and innovative solutions

 Assurance
 Link people to needed services
 Assure a competent public health workforce
 Inform, educate, and empower people about health issues
 Mobilize community partnerships Centers for Disease Control: 

http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/ephli/core_ess.htm
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Example: 
WI Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention

 Assessment
 Monitor blood lead levels and rates of childhood lead 

poisoning (INEQUITIES) 

 Policy Development
 Housing abatement programs

 Assurance
 Blood lead testing

 Inform, educate, and empower communities

 Implementation and Oversight Committee for Childhood 
Lead Poisoning Prevention

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

1) Educate public, other professionals, elected officials and the media about what 
makes a healthy community.

2 ) Advocate for policies that will create healthier communities and invest in interventions that 
build capacity of communities to engage in local decision making. Health in ALL policies!

 Letters to the Editor (LTE)
 Opinion and editorial pieces (Op-Eds)
 Press releases
 Media interviews

3) Analyze policies, programs and projects for potential health impacts (HIA).

4) Engage diverse, non-traditional partners in public health work. Examples: 
 Economic policy advocacy groups 
 Transportation groups 
 Business Leaders 
 Education Sector Leaders 
 Community-based Organizations 
 Faith-based Organizations 
 Public Safety Officials 
 Policy makers and elected officials 

5) Research social policies and the support of such policies to build evidence base.
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RESOURCES
 Presentation graphs: Woolf SH, Aron LY. The US Health 

Disadvantage Relative to Other High-Income Countries: Findings 
From a National Research Council/Institute of Medicine 
Report. JAMA. 2013;309(8):771-772. doi:10.1001/jama.2013.91.

 World Health Organization Commission on Social Determinants of 
Health: www.who.int/social_determinants

 Unnatural Causes: www.unnaturalcauses.org

 Policy Link: www.policylink.org

 Wisconsin Center for Health Equity: www.wche.org

 National Association of City and County Health Officials 
(NACCHO)—Roots of Health Inequity online course: 
http://rootsofhealthinequity.org/

 UW Madison Population Health Institute: 
http://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/

Questions?
Questions?

Questions?
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