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 WEDSS is a secure, web-based system designed to facilitate 
reporting, investigation, and surveillance of communicable 
diseases in Wisconsin. It is designed for public health staff, 
infection control practitioners, clinical laboratories, clinics, and 
other disease reporters. 

 Benefits of the electronic system include: 
• Time savings – easier access to the most current 
disease-specific forms 
• Automatic reporting to the correct health department 
based on patient address 
• Improved consistency in reporting 
• Improved security, information sharing and data analysis 
• Reduced duplication and paperwork 
• Standardization 
• More timely reporting 
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 Local Health Departments access to real-time 
death data

 To request access to Vital Records Reports go to 
http://reports.vitalrecords.wisconsin.gov/

 9 reports available run on user selected criteria

 Provides both aggregate and individual record 
level data.
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What percentage of adults currently smoke 
cigarettes? 
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What is data management?

The Data Management Association 
(DAMA) defines data management as “the 
business function that develops and 
executes plans, policies, practices, and 
projects that acquire, control, protect, 
deliver, and enhance the value of data.”
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What is overall life expectancy in 
Wisconsin?
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OHI has a four-year strategic plan on standards related to 
data management

 Data availability

 Data access

 Data usage

 Data quality

11

 DHS health statistics

• http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/stats/
 County health rankings

• http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/
 Interactive query systems: WISH and Wonder

• http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wish/

• http://wonder.cdc.gov/
 Analysis, visualization, and reporting (AVR): EPHT

• https://avr.wisconsin.gov

• http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht/
 Kids Count Data Center—Wisconsin

• http://datacenter.kidscount.org/wi
 USDA Economic Research Service Food Environment Atlas

• http://www.ers.usda.gov/FoodAtlas/
 USDA ERS State fact sheets

• http://www.ers.usda.gov/StateFacts/
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How does  Wisconsin rank on binge 
drinking?
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• Population estimates

• Factsheets

• Vital statistics

• Poverty, health insurance

• WISH

• Local health department 
surveys
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Adams County:  July 1, 2012 Population
Age Group Males Females Total Percent Change from 2010
0-14 1,097 1,119 2,216 -20%
15-19 443 424 867 -18%
20-24 511 396 907 8%
25-29 611 377 988 0%
30-34 651 388 1,039 -2%
35-39 626 424 1,050 -9%
40-44 729 529 1,258 3%
45-54 1,914 1,656 3,570 6%
55-64 2,327 1,979 4,306 23%
65-74 1,556 1,408 2,964 -1%
75-84 589 639 1,228 -17%
85+ 145 232 377 -11%
Total 11,199 9,571 20,770 -1%

Age Group Males Females Total Percent Change from 2010
0-17 1,350 1,364 2,714 -21%
18-44 3,318 2,293 5,611 -1%
45-64 4,241 3,635 7,876 14%
65+ 2,290 2,279 4,569 -7%
Total 11,199 9,571 20,770 -1%

Source:  Office of Health Informatics, Division of Public Health, 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services
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OHI notification email signup: 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/stats/sig
nup

Email: dhshealthstats@wisconsin.gov

Terry Hiltz
Informatics Architecture Section Chief
Office of Health Informatics
Division of Public Health
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