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2016 has been an exciting and challenging time for WCRS as we continue to develop and enhance training opportunities for cancer 

reporters. Four in-person regional trainings have been scheduled for 2016 and they will be conducted by WCRS Trainer, Nancy 

Sonnleitner. Each training will provide education-based practice examples which focus on the new TNM staging requirements for 

2016 diagnoses.  Presentations on the basic principles of cancer abstraction (updated presentation), Abstract Plus software (new) 

and exercises to test your cancer abstraction and coding skills will be coming soon to the Wisconsin Cancer Reporting System 

website! 
 

WCRS is currently in the process of modifying the content of our trainings (especially the specific aspects of staging/coding and the 

level of complexity) to reflect the training goals and needs of attendees on both a facility and statewide level. 

Objectives of Regional Training sessions will include: 

 Basic abstraction of cancer cases 

 Abstract Plus software (with a focus on new features) 

 General staging rules 

 Transition to AJCC staging 

 SEER Summary Stage review of primary sites  
(will include Head and Neck, Hematopoietic and other sites, 
per feedback of prospective attendees) 

 Hands-on exercises 

 

WCRS will continue to accept and review all of your 2016 training 

requests to understand how we may best modify the location, 

frequency and content of the regional trainings in order to 

address your reporting needs.  WCRS will continue to strive to 

achieve our goal of increasing the availability and value of the 

training content for cancer reporters.  
 

In addition to the regional trainings and website presentations, 

facility-level trainings are being offered by request at the WCRS offices in Madison and Green Bay. This provides an opportunity for 

individual facilities to learn abstracting using their own facility's medical records and to learn where to find the necessary 

information in the medical record that must be abstracted. By guiding participants through the abstract and answering questions 

to help them better understand the cancer abstract and its contents, Nancy provides participants with quality, hands-on 

abstracting experience. 
 

If you have specific questions regarding our 2016 training opportunities or would like to discuss your cancer registry training needs, 

please contact Nancy Sonnleitner at Nancy.Sonnleitner@dhs.wisconsin.gov.  

Bellin Hospital 

Green Bay, WI 54301 

October 10, 2016 

Training Dates & Locations 

UW Health System 

Middleton, WI 53562 

July 15, 2016 

Gundersen Health System 

La Crosse, WI 54601 

August 18, 2016 

American Cancer Society Office 

Waukesha, WI 53188 

September 21, 2016 
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The CDC has revised the protocol for the national CAnswer Forum in anticipation of questions regarding the transition to TNM 

staging.  AJCC has determined that it will be the responsibility of the Central Cancer Registry trainers to review each TNM staging 

question asked by cancer reporters and to ensure that all questions are posted to the CAnswer Forum. Therefore, all Wisconsin 

Facility reporters and abstractors should email all TNM staging questions to the WCRS Trainer, Nancy Sonnleitner, at 

Nancy.Sonnleitner@dhs.wisconsin.gov. 
 

Questions will be monitored by a representative at the CDC, and all questions will be answered by the CAnswer Forum owner, 

AJCC’s Donna Gress.  Answers will then be sent to the state trainers (Nancy) to communicate back to all facility reporters and 

abstractors.  This new protocol is being introduced to streamline the Q&A process and it should eliminate redundant questions.  

WCRS is working to develop a procedure to post the Q&A on the WCRS website so that everyone may have access to this valuable 

source of information. 

The latest version of the Wisconsin-specific Abstract Plus software for abstracting cancer cases for state reporting is now available 

for download.  This new version meets all state reporting requirements for cases diagnosed 2015 and earlier and should be used by 

all Wisconsin cancer reporters that don’t have proprietary cancer vendor software for an ACoS-approved program.  It can also be 

used for 2016 cases from non-ACoS-approved facilities. 

 

Currently using 3.4.0.0 (NAACCR layout 14)?  

For facilities currently using version 3.4.0.0 (NAACCR layout 14), go to the WCRS web site (https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wcrs/

reporterinfo/index.htm) and download the zip file titled WIAbstractsPlusV15Update.zip to your computer (My Desktop, My 

Documents or a network drive).  The Zip file contains update instructions in a Word document named WI Update Guide Abstract 

Plus 3.4.0.0 to 3.5.0.1.docx.  It also contains 12 additional files needed to run the update process and two folders – Updates and 

Logs.  Please read the update instructions document carefully before updating your program.  If you have questions on updating 

your existing version of Abstract Plus, please contact Laura Stephenson at laura.stephenson@dhs.wisconsin.gov. 

 

Never used Abstract Plus before? 

For first time Abstract Plus users, go to the WCRS web site (https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wcrs/reporterinfo/index.htm) and 

download the zip file titled WIAbstractPlusV15Install.zip.  This Zip file contains the new installation setup files (setup.exe and 

AbstractPlus_3.5_V150_WI.msi) and installation instructions (WI_Abstract_Plus_3.5_Installation_Guide.docx).  Please read the 

installation instructions document carefully before installing Abstract Plus.  If you have questions on installing Abstract Plus for the 

first time, please contact Laura Stephenson at laura.stephenson@dhs.wisconsin.gov. 

 

Important Information! 

Read the installation or update instructions provided in the zip file.  (For first time users, make sure your IT staff has read the 

instructions for network data location updates and permissions needed to use Abstract Plus.) 

 

 

 

 
There are some new important features in this version of Abstract Plus, please make sure you download the updated 2015 Abstract 
Plus User Manual to familiarize yourself with these new features.  The manual is available at the Wisconsin Coding Resources web 
site:  https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wcrs/reporterinfo/codingresources.htm. 

You must have administrative privileges to your computer in order to 
install Abstract Plus.  Contact your system administrator to install the 
program if you do not have administrative privileges. 
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WCRS will not be converting to Version 16 software until later this summer (July/August).  For those facilities using proprietary 
vendor software, you may begin submitting files to WCRS in Version 16 once your data are converted.  You must do the following: 
 

 1. Submit all completed 2015 and earlier cases in Version 15, prior to converting to Version 16 software. 
 2. When submitting Version 16 files, click on the non-NAACCR radio button in Web Plus. 
 3. Indicate in the Web Plus comment field that you are submitting a Version 16 file. 
 
WCRS will not be able to process any Version 16 cases until our software is converted later this summer.  However, we will use the 
date received from your submission to calculate timeliness and completeness for your cases; your facility compliance status will 
not be dependent on the WCRS software conversion. 

Do you use WCRS Abstract Plus software? 
Do you report for one facility only? 
Are you tired of having to enter the same WCRS facility number in the Reporting Facility field? 

Follow these simple instructions to set your facility number permanently so it automatically pops up on every abstract: 
 

 1. Once logged in, click on the Administration tab, then Managing Abstractor Display Types. 
 2. The Administrator login box appears; enter Admin and click OK. 
 3. The Manage Display Types window appears; click on the Display Fields tab. 
 4. In the right column, scroll down until you see the FACILITY SPECIFIC section and click on Reporting Facility to highlight it. 
 5. Click on the Properties button to the right. 
 6. In the properties window, put the cursor in the Field Default Value box 
 7. Type in your WCRS facility number:  0000012345, for example.* 
 8. Click OK. 
 9. Click Save in the upper right corner of the Manage Display Types window, then Close. 
 10. Log off Abstract Plus and log back in normally.  Your facility number should now be displayed in the reporting facility box 
 when you open up a new abstract. 
 

*If you don’t know your ten digit WCRS facility number, please contact LuAnn Hahn at LuAnn.Hahn@dhs.wisconsin.gov or Kim 
Ortman at Kim.Ortman@dhs.wisconsin.gov.  Do NOT put in your ACoS FIN number!! 

1. FIN Number Updates. Many facilities that don’t use Abstract Plus report data use the American College of Surgeons (ACOS) 
Facility Identification Number (FIN). WCRS must translate those FINs into our WCRS facility number every time the submission is 
processed through our edits program, and we have a user-defined function that handles the translation. However, it only 
translated numbers we have on file. So if your number changes, we are not notified automatically by ACOS. Please make sure to 
call Kim Ortman if your ACOS FIN number is updated. An example of this would be moving form a single facility number (begins 
with 645) to a regional system number (begins with 1000). 
 

2. Report in ALL CAPS. Some facilities are still submitting data that is a mix of small and large cap lettering. Please make sure your 
vendor sets your data entry option to ‘ALL CAPS.’ Some software programs handle small vs. large cap as an actual ‘difference’ in 
data types and this can lead to unnecessary errors. For example, when the city field is filled in as ‘Milwaukee’ instead of 
‘MILWAUKEE,’ that can generate an error in the edits program. It’s easily fixed on our end, but it does generate an error for the 
reporting facility. 
 

3. Twins. It is a rare occurrence, but every now and then twins can be diagnosed with similar cancers. It is important to document 

that the patient is a twin in the PE text field, when that information is known. Twin names are often very similar (Luke and Lee—

Jack and John—Melanie and Melissa, etc.) and with the same date of birth, same address, similar SSNs and names. Twins can 

mistakenly be consolidated as the same person and sometimes the same case, depending on the types of cancer with which they 

were diagnosed. Please identify the patient as a twin when that information is in the chart. 
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This PDF reference manual, http://seer.cancer.gov/icd-o-3/sitetype.icdo3.d20150918.pdf, available on the SEER web site, contains 

a complete list of the valid ICD-O-3 site and histology combinations.  All vendor edits are based on this table for site/histology 

validation.  It is a handy reference to bookmark and it can be easily searched to help code questionable site/histology 

combinations.  It is also available as an Excel spreadsheet at sitetype.icdo3.d20150918.xls. 

WCRS has historically provided to each cancer reporting facility and cancer reporting facility Administrator a biannual feedback 

summary report that outlines the completeness and timeliness of reported cancer cases for the five most recent diagnosis years. In 

order to increase the value and usage of the feedback summary report, we asked for cancer reporter comments and feedback last 

year to better understand how the current format and content of the form could be improved.  
 

WCRS and the WCRS Fellow have collaborated on a revised version of the form that includes additional and enhanced content: the 

count and percent of unknown data for selected data items, including patient information, cancer diagnosis, referral, treatment 

and payment type; patient residence address issues, including incorrect county and incorrect USPS address information; and the 

number of abstracts submitted by the submission year. 
 

We will be providing a revised version of the feedback summary report to a focus group of cancer reporters prior to the new form’s 

July release to verify that the information is presented in a format that is easy to understand and use. We look forward to sharing 

this new feedback summary report with you in July and to receiving your thoughts and comments!   

The Third Annual Data Quality Merit Awards will be presented once again at the Wisconsin Cancer Registrars Association (WCRA) 

meeting. This year, the American Cancer Society will be sponsoring the awards and they will be acknowledging facilities for their 

commitment to the reporting of timely and accurate cancer data.  The awards will be based on the same criteria as 2015:  

 Completeness of 2014 Diagnoses. 

 Timeliness of cases submitted September 1, 2015, through August 31, 2016. 

 The cutoff date for the award determination will be August 31, 2016. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the Data Quality Merit Awards or the metrics used to determine the award recipients, please 

contact Robin Malicki at Robin.Malicki@dhs.wisconsin.gov.   
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