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GREETINGS! 

The Wisconsin Cancer Reporting System (WCRS) sincerely thanks all reporters for your dedication to high quality and 
complete cancer case abstraction as we all transition from a challenging 2018 reporting year to meet the continuing 
challenges in 2019 head on!  

Baby, It’s Cold Outside! As we plow through the rest of winter in Wisconsin, especially given the recent historic cold 
weather across the entire state, WCRS hopes you all stay safe and warm.  

WCRS STAFF UPDATES 

WCRS is pleased to announce that we are fully staffed as we welcome two new 
staff! Angela and Jenna joined us recently along with Jeff changing roles within the 
department. WCRS is excited to have all of them on our team! 

ANGELA WHIRRY-ACHTEN 

Angela Whirry-Achten joined WCRS in November as the Population Registries Unit 
Supervisor. Angela will oversee the cancer registry, trauma registry, and violent 
death and drug overdose reporting systems. Angela comes from the Wisconsin 
Veterans Home – King where she served as a clinical coordinator for seven program 
areas within the medical bureau. She provided financial, administrative and 
personnel oversight to staff and reported to the medical director. She is very 
familiar with medical records systems. Angela is a licensed practical nurse and has a 
master’s degree in cognitive psychology. Outside of work, Angela is an avid runner.  

WISCONSIN CANCER 
REPORTING SYSTEM 

NEWSLETTER

JENNA STAEHLER 

Jenna Staehler joined us in January as the Cancer Analytics Specialist. Jenna 
graduated from UW Milwaukee with a BS in Information Science, minoring in 
healthcare administration and obtained a certificate in healthcare informatics. Her 
experience includes systems analysis for healthcare informatics, healthcare database 
management, and web and application development. She has over four years of work 
experience in the healthcare setting. She recently moved from Menomonee Falls 
to Johnson Creek, so in addition to a new job, she is in a new community. Some of 
her interests include film and board games. She looks forward to exploring the 
Madison area when the weather gets better. 

Please join WCRS in welcoming Angela and Jenna to the Wisconsin Cancer Reporting System! 
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Mary Foote, Epidemiologist, received the Wisconsin Cancer Council Champion Award at the WCC Cancer Summit in 
November for her significant contribution to cancer control outcomes. Mary developed the Wisconsin Interactive Sta-
tistics on Health (WISH) and Cancer-Rates.info public use cancer modules, and has authored numerous publications. 
Mary was the lead author for the American Cancer Society’s Wisconsin Facts & Figures reports that helped shape the  
direction of Wisconsin’s Comprehensive Cancer Control Plans. One of her most challenging accomplishments was di-
recting the WCRS Data Quality Task Force, which led to the creation of Wisconsin’s Cancer Information Management 
training program for Certified Tumor Registrars. Congratulations Mary! 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER #3— HEALTHY COMMUNITIES INITIATIVE 

WISCONSIN CANCER COUNCIL CHAMPION AWARD  

JEFF BOND 

Jeff Bond transitioned into the data manager back in October and now assumes the lead role in managing the cancer 
registry’s data. Jeff began working at the Wisconsin Cancer Reporting System as the Cancer Analytics Specialist in May 
2018. Prior to working at WCRS, Jeff taught computer science at the University of Vermont and led the development 
of informatics/statistics support for two new genomics technologies. Jeff also implemented statistical methods used 
in tumor boards to make clinical decisions based on gene expression data. Jeff served as the statistics lead on over 40 
peer-reviewed publications and reviewed biostatistics shared resources for the National Cancer Institute. He has more 
than 10 years of experience with R, a programming language that is widely used among statisticians. Congratulations 
to Jeff in his new role!   

Governor Tony Evers and Lieutenant Governor Mandela Barnes visited the Department of Health Services in January. 
They highlighted Executive Order 3, focusing on health disparities and access to care, areas for which WCRS has re-
quired data items, including address at diagnosis, race, ethnicity, and primary payer. (Excerpts included below.) 
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V18b EDIT METAFILE  

WCRS sent the Wisconsin-specific edit metafile to vendors in October 2018. A recent amendment was submitted to 
vendors in late January. Please contact your vendor to 1) make sure you have the most recent metafile, and 2) find 
out what steps to take to incorporate the Wisconsin metafile into the new V18 software (if it’s not automatically 
included by your vendor). 

SUBMITTING 2017 DIAGNOSED (AND EARLIER) CASES 

BEFORE upgrading your software to V18, you must submit all completed 2017 and earlier cases to WCRS in V16. 

WCRS has processed all electronic submissions received in 2018. Facilities wishing to receive a list of all cases 
submitted last year can contact Laura Stephenson or Jenna Staehler, who will load an Excel spreadsheet to your Web 
Plus account. These lists are valuable to make sure that all cases you intended to submit to WCRS in 2018 were 
received and processed. 

WCRS is sending out Feedback Summary Reports to all facility main contact and administrators in February. These 
reports will cover the completeness and timeliness of cases submitted for 2013-2017 diagnosis years. The reports 
include all abstracts submitted to WCRS by 1/18/19. Facilities will be placed in one of the following three status 
categories: 

1. Fully compliant: the number of cases received matches the annual estimate on file with  WCRS for 2013-
2017 diagnoses. 

2. Noncompliant-2017: the number of cases received for the 2017 diagnosis year is lower than the estimate 
on file. Submissions for 2013-2016 are on target for the estimate. 

3. Noncompliant-Multiple Years: the number of cases received for more than one year is lower than the 
estimate on file for those years. 

1. CoC facilities can begin submitting in the V18 record layout once the software is converted and cases are 
completed in the new software.   

2. WCRS will not be able to process V18 cases until later this year, but we are accepting submissions. 

3. Submitters MUST choose the Non-NAACCR radio button when uploading V18 files using Web Plus, for 
now. WCRS expects to convert to V18 Web Plus later this spring. 

 

WCRS is completing the final round of testing on the V18 Abstract Plus software. The software and accompanying user 
manual will be released by the end of February. This software is intended for use  by nonCoC facilities. If you are 
unsure of your CoC status, please contact WCRS. 

FEEDBACK SUMMARY REPORTS ARE READY 

SUBMITTING 2018 DIAGNOSES CASES  

WISCONSIN-SPECIFIC V18 ABSTRACT PLUS SOFTWARE 

WISCONSIN WEB PLUS UPDATE 

WCRS will not be converting to Web Plus V18 until late March. CDC is scheduled to release it for state testing and cus-
tomization in mid to late February.   

2018 SUBMISSION CASE LISTING 



 

 

WISCONSIN CANCER REPORTING SYSTEM NEWSLETTER 
WINTER 2019 EDITION 

 AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY DATA QUALITY MERIT AWARDS 

WCRS conducted the fifth annual Data Quality Merit Awards hosted by the American Cancer Society (ACS) at the 
2018 Wisconsin/Minnesota Cancer Registrars’ Associations regional meeting. Wisconsin hospitals and clinics (and 
Minnesota hospitals that voluntarily reported Wisconsin resident data to WCRS) were recognized as meeting national 
standards for reporting completeness for their 2016 data, and timeliness for their 2017 data. Eighty-four facilities 
received the completeness award (Platinum=63, Gold=8, and Silver=13). Forty-eight facilities received the 
timeliness award (Platinum=3, Gold=17, Silver=20, and 8=Honorable Mention). 
 

Merit Award Program Standards for Completeness 

 
 

Merit Award Program Standards for Timeliness 

 

Award Completeness of Case Reporting 

Platinum 100% of 2016 cases were submitted (based on annual estimate on file) 

Gold 95% of 2016 cases submitted 

Silver 90% of 2016 cases submitted 

Award Timeliness of Case Reporting 

Platinum 95% of cases submitted within six months (breast cases within 9 months) 

Gold 95% of cases submitted within 9 months (breast cases within 12 months) 

Silver 95% of cases submitted within 12 months (breast cases within 15 
months) 

Honorable Mention 90% of cases submitted within 12 months (breast cases within 15 
months) 

SEER REGISTRY UPDATE 

WCRS is working on a new core registry 
application in 2019, and will submit it to the 
National Cancer Institute SEER program in early 
2020 for approval. 

 

Until that core registry status is approved, WCRS 
is not receiving any SEER funding and all reporting 
and submission requirements will follow the 
existing reporting requirements as published on 
our web page. 

 

Requirements and data submissions will not 
change until WCRS receives core registry status 
(hopefully in late 2020, with implementation in 
2021-22). 
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From 2006 to 2016, the age-adjusted death rate for lung cancer decreased in each of the six urbanization levels, with 
the largest decline (28%) in small metropolitan counties and the smallest decline (11%) in micropolitan counties. In 
both years the rate of lung cancer death was lowest in the medium metropolitan areas. 

In 2016, the variation in lung cancer death rates was not statistically significant across the urbanization levels except 
for Milwaukee County that was higher than other urbanization levels. 

EPIDEMIOLOGIST UPDATES 

 

NEW PUBLICATIONS: KEY FINDINGS 

 

Death Rates for Lung Cancer by Urbanization of County of Residence, United States and Wis-
consin, 2006-2016   
Available at: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02330.pdf 

             Wisconsin Lung Cancer Deaths by Urbanization of Counties 

Emerging Trends - Changing Incidence in Lung Cancer among Women in Wisconsin 
Available at: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02329.pdf  

Younger women, 30 to 54 years of age, now have higher incidence rates of lung cancer compared to men of the same 
age. The figure below illustrates that the age-specific incidence rates generally decreased for both men and women 
30 to 54 years of age, but the decline was greater among men.  

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02330.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02329.pdf
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CONTROL: TWENTY YEARS OF PROGRESS 

 

CANCER NEWS/RESEARCH 

 

 

U.S. CANCER DEATH RATES DECLINE OVERALL, BUT SOME CANCERS ARE ON THE RISE 

NEW GUIDELINES RELEASED FOR TREATING MELANOMA 

LONG HELD DOGMA OF CANCER METABOLISM CHALLENGED 

The American Academy of Dermatology has released new guidelines to encourage state-of-the-art treatment of 
melanoma for all patients. The guidelines were published in the Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology. 
The new guidelines cover topics that were not addressed in previous guidelines, written by a consortium of 
dermatologists, oncologists, and other experts. The guidelines stipulate that surgery remains the gold standard of 
melanoma treatment. The report also has guidance on the use of Mohs surgery, sentinel node biopsy, topical therapy, 
radiation, immunotherapy for advanced melanoma, and other topics. 

Scientists at UCLA have discovered that squamous cell skin cancers do not require increased glucose to power their 
growth, contrary to a long-held belief about cancer metabolism. The findings could bring about a better understand-
ing of many cancers’ metabolic needs and lead to the development of more effective therapies for squamous cell 
skin cancer and other forms of epithelial cancer. The research was published in the journal Nature Communications.  
"These new findings suggest that tumors are metabolically flexible and can use nutrients other than glucose to fuel 
growth.” 

The special issue of the journal Cancer Causes and Control celebrates the accomplishments of the National Compre-
hensive Cancer Control Program (NCCCP) in advancing cancer control in the United States. The NCCCP currently sup-
ports cancer control planning and implementation in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, eight tribes or tribal or-
ganizations, and seven U.S. Territories. 

The annual report on statistics and trends shows a steady 1.5 percent drop per year in cancer deaths since 1991. That 
translates to about 2.6 million fewer cancer deaths in the United States over that time period. However, cancer still 
accounts for 22 percent of all deaths in the country, making it the second-leading cause of death after heart disease. 

Cancer-related deaths in the United States have dropped 27 percent in the past 25 years, mostly because fewer people 
are smoking and developing lung cancer, according to the American Cancer Society (ACS) report "Cancer Statistics, 
2019," published in Cancer Statistics 2019 .  

https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(18)32588-X/fulltext
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-018-07857-9
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10552-018-1098-9
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21551?_sm_au_=inVHZSTqSZNrRFnN
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WCRS is working on the 2018 Coding Manual which includes newly required data items and detailed instructions 
including links to all new resources. 
 
There are additional data items required by WCRS for cases diagnosed beginning January 1, 2018. Some of this 
information was previously captured in the Collaborative Stage Site Specific Factor (SSF) data items prior to 2018 but 
will now be captured in the Site Specific Data Items (SSDI) beginning with 2018 diagnoses. 

 Phase I Radiation Treatment Modality will replace Radiation Modality and RX Summ—Radiation  
Required for All Sites receiving this treatment 

 Directly assigned Summary Stage 2018 Molecular Markers—Only Required for Brain   

 Breslow Tumor Thickness—Only Required for Melanoma, 

 ERA Summary, PRA Summary, HER2 Overall Summary—Only Required for Breast 

 Fibrosis Score—Only Required for Liver and Intrahepatic Bile Ducts 

 Grade Clinical—Required for All Sites 

 Microsatellite Instability (MSI)—Only Required for Colon and Rectum 

 PSA Lab Value—Only Required for Prostate 

 LDH Pretreatment Value—Only Required for Plasma Cell Myeloma, Plasma Cell Disorders 

 Schema Discriminator 1—Only Required for: 

 BileDuctsDistal/BileDuctsPerihilar/CysticDuct 

 EsophagusGEJunction (EGJ)/Stomach 

 Histology Discriminator for 9591/3 

 Lacrimal Gland/Sac 

 Melanoma Ciliary Body/Melanoma Iris 

 Nasopharynx/Pharyngeal Tonsil C111 only 

 Occult Head and Neck Lymph Nodes 

 Plasma Cell Myeloma Terminology 

 Primary Peritoneum Tumor 

 Thyroid Gland/Thyroglossal Duct 

 Urethra/Prostatic Urethra 

 Schema Discriminator 2—Only Required for: 

 Histology Discriminator for 8020/3 

 Oropharyngeal p16 

WCRS 2018-19 REQUIRED DATA ITEM LIST 

WCRS 2018 CODING MANUAL 

Due to recent changes in the CDC 2018 and 2019 reporting requirements for all facilities, WCRS updated its reporting 
requirements for those diagnosis years.  WCRS will not be requiring different data items based on a facility’s 
Commission on Cancer accreditation status. 

The updated list is being reviewed and will be posted on the WCRS web site by the end of February. 
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Please notify WCRS when there is a change in contact information, including abstractors, administration, current 
reporting software being used, emails and/or phone numbers. 

Please review the bi-annual Feedback Summary Reports for your caseload estimate on file at WCRS. Changes can be 
submitted at any time with justification noted for the increase or decrease in the estimate.  

FUN FACTS! - WHAT IT TAKES TO ABSTRACT ONE CASE FOR WCRS 

GENERAL REMINDERS 

Thank you for your continued efforts in providing the best patient cancer information possible. Your hard work helps 
in the fight to reduce the cancer burden in the State of Wisconsin. 

Grade exercises for additional sites will be released in April and May. 

CONTACT INFORMATION/CASELOAD ESTIMATES 

NEW IN SEER*EDUCATE 

2018 Coding Exercises for the grade data items are now available on line, in SEER*Educate.  Starting with 2018 cases, 
there are three Grade fields.  In fact, the Grade field has its own coding manual: https://apps.naaccr.org/ssdi/list/ 

  

To support people preparing for the March CTR testing window, SEER 
has released Grade exercises on five high volume primary sites and one historically challenging primary site.  

  Log in or sign up at SEER*Educate by visiting https://educate.fredhutch.org/ and Learn by Doing! 

WISCONSIN CANCER REPORTERS:  

 Abstract over 180 data items per case (PII, demographics, treatment, prognostic factors, 
genetic markers, residence data, survival data, and more!) 

 Run Wisconsin-specific edit sets (over 600 edits per case) 

 Have expert knowledge of cancer reporting materials and resources 

 Attain Certified Tumor Registrar Accreditation 

 Require 60-90 minutes, on average, to abstract one case (breast cases can often take over 
two hours to abstract!) 

Note: WCRS only requires Grade Clinical 

GRADE DOCUMENTATION 

For nonCoC facilities currently abstracting 2018 cases in Abstract Plus V16, please document the V18 grade in the 
pathology text field so WCRS can fill in the new grade data item when we convert your V16 cases to V18. We have to 
code the new grade values based on the information you provide in the text field. 

https://apps.naaccr.org/ssdi/list/
https://educate.fredhutch.org/LandingPage.aspx
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PROGRAM REGISTRIES UNIT SUPERVISOR DATA MANAGER 

ANGELA WHIRRY-ACHTEN JEFF BOND 

PH: (608) 266-6781 PH: (608) 266-0633 

angela.whirryachten1@dhs.wisconsin.gov Jeffrey.Bond@dhs.wisconsin.gov  

EDUCATION AND TRAINING  TECHNICAL 

NANCY SONNLEITNER, RHIT, CTR LAURA STEPHENSON, CTR 

PH: (608) 261-8388 PH: (608) 266-8926 

Nancy.Sonnleitner@dhs.wisconsin.gov Laura.Stephenson@dhs.wisconsin.gov 

  

DATA SUBMISSIONS AND DEATH CASES ONLY EPIDEMIOLOGIST 

KIM ORTMAN MARY FOOTE 

PH: (608) 267-0239 PH: (608) 261-8874 

Kim.Ortman@dhs.wisconsin.gov Mary.foote@dhs.wisconsin.gov 

  

WISCONSIN CANCER REPORTING SYSTEM (WCRS) CANCER ANALYTICS SPECIALIST 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wcrs/reporterinfo/
announcements.htm 

JENNA STAEHLER 

 PH: (608) 267-7264 

 jenna.staehler@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
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