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FOCUS 2015 
Bureau of Education Services and Technology  
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services, 
Division of Quality Assurance, is pleased to 
announce the 14th annual FOCUS Conference for 
health care providers and DQA staff on November 
18 and 19, 2015, at the Kalahari Convention Center 
in Wisconsin Dells.  The Focus 2015 Conference is 
being developed in collaboration with DQA and 
health care provider and provider association 
representatives. 
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This year’s Special Session is titled, The Art and Science of Successful Care Transitions, and will address a 
wide variety of topics related to successful care transitions.  The theme and title of the FOCUS 2015 
Conference is, Teach, Learn, Collaborate, and will address a wide variety of health care related topics. 
 
Registration for FOCUS will begin in early September.  Watch your DQA listserv for the date.  Save the date 
and stay tuned for more information! 

 

Special Session 
The Art and Science of Successful Care Transitions 
Wednesday, November 18, 2015 

 
FOCUS 2015 Conference 
Teach, Learn, Collaborate 
Thursday, November 19, 2015 

 ___________________________________________________________ 

Nursing Home and HHA Provider Profile Reports Available 
Bureau of Education Services and Technology  

Nursing homes and home health agencies (HHAs) can generate their own “Provider History Profile” and 
“Provider Full Profile” reports from the CMS CASPER Reporting application.  The reports contain a 
comprehensive summary of the current and previous surveys, including complaint and deficiency information. 
 
Only provider staff who have the required login accounts have access to CASPER. Staff who submit MDS or 
OASIS records already have these accounts, which are assigned to a specific individual with login IDs and 
passwords that are not to be shared. 
 
These profile reports, which in past years were often referred to as the “OSCAR 3 & 4” reports, can be 
obtained by logging into CASPER and selecting the “Reports” tab. They are located under the “MDS 3.0 NH 
Provider Report” category for nursing homes and under the “HHA Provider Report” category for home health 
agencies.  The completed reports will be stored in the “My Inbox” area of the “Folders” tab of CASPER. 
 
For any questions about accessing CASPER to generate these reports, contact Chris Benesh, MDS and OASIS 
Automation Coordinator, at 608-266-1718. 

___________________________________________________________ 

Next Date for “The OASIS Educational Forum” 
Bureau of Education Services and Technology  

The Division of Quality Assurance (DQA) sponsors an educational venue to help Wisconsin home health 
agencies (HHAs) keep current with evolving OASIS information.  Entitled, The OASIS Educational Forum, 
Wisconsin’s OASIS Education and Automation Coordinators conduct these educational offerings on a 
quarterly basis, presenting the newest OASIS-related guidelines.  Though a forum could not be scheduled for 
the first quarter of 2015, quarterly OASIS educational forums will resume this spring.  The next forum is 
scheduled for Wednesday, May 13th at 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.    
 

mailto:chris.benesh@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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The OASIS Educational Forum utilizes an “internet meeting format” for sharing information with Wisconsin 
HHA providers.  If you are new to this format and need “the details” of participating (such as computer 
requirements, testing your computer’s connectivity, and a “Quick Start Guide”), read the original article in the 
January 2013 issue of the DQA Quarterly Information Update (page 4) at   
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/newsletters/dqa-update-2013-01.pdf   
 
On the day of the broadcast, connect online to our “virtual meeting room” about 10 minutes prior to the start 
of training at https://connect.wisconsin.gov/dhsdqaoasis.  Enter the meeting room as a “Guest,” signing in 
with the name of your HHA and the number of attendees present at your location.   
 
To submit a request for inclusion at the next Forum training, send an email to MaryJo.Sutton@wi.gov. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
CMS Submits OASIS-C1/ICD-10 to OMB 
Bureau of Education Services and Technology  

Medicare and Medicaid programs have required the Outcome and Assessment Information Set (OASIS) data 
collection as part of the Conditions of Participation (CoPs) for home health agencies (HHAs) since 1999, 
whenever HHAs evaluate adult non-maternity patients receiving skilled services.  The OASIS is a core 
standardized assessment dataset that HHAs integrate into their own patient-specific comprehensive 
assessment.   
 
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) approved the originally proposed change to the ‘OASIS-C1’ 
dataset in February 2014, which was set to include the adoption of ICD-10 diagnosis coding.  However, in 
April 2014, legislation passed that prohibited the adoption of ICD-10 coding nationally until October 2015.  
Thus, an OASIS-C1/ICD-9 interim version was proposed by CMS, approved by the OMB, and finally 
implemented by CMS for Medicare-/Medicaid-certified HHAs on January 1, 2015. 
 
In anticipation of adopting ICD-10 diagnosis coding into the OASIS dataset on October 1st of this year, CMS 
formally submitted the OASIS-C1/ICD-10 dataset version to OMB for approval, which was published in the 
Federal Register on February 6, 2015.  The public comment period for this proposed change was open until 
March 9, 2015.  However, due to a recognized typographical error, the proposal to adopt the OASIS-C1/ICD-
10 dataset was republished in the Federal Register on March 25, 2015, with a new public comment period 
ending on April 24, 2015.             

___________________________________________________________ 
 
Medicare HHA Resources from CMS/MLN 
Bureau of Education Services and Technology  

In December 2014, the CMS Medicare Learning Network (MLN) held a “National Provider Call” for home 
health agencies (HHAs) regarding “Certifying Patients for the (Medicare) Home Health Benefit.”  The call 
included CMS subject matter experts discussing the 2015 patient certification requirement changes to the 
Medicare Home Health (HH) benefit.  The call content complemented their PowerPoint presentation and 
would be beneficial to both new and/or experienced HHAs.  If you missed the call, you can still obtain the 
slides, an audio-replay, and the transcript of the call on this web-page:  http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Outreach/NPC/National-Provider-Calls-and-Events-Items/2014-12-16-Home-Health-
Benefit.html?DLPage=1&DLSort=0&DLSortDir=descending 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/newsletters/dqa-update-2013-01.pdf
https://connect.wisconsin.gov/dhsdqaoasis
mailto:MaryJo.Sutton@wi.gov
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/NPC/National-Provider-Calls-and-Events-Items/2014-12-16-Home-Health-Benefit.html?DLPage=1&DLSort=0&DLSortDir=descending
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/NPC/National-Provider-Calls-and-Events-Items/2014-12-16-Home-Health-Benefit.html?DLPage=1&DLSort=0&DLSortDir=descending
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/NPC/National-Provider-Calls-and-Events-Items/2014-12-16-Home-Health-Benefit.html?DLPage=1&DLSort=0&DLSortDir=descending
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In addition to the National Provider Call, the MLN has also published an article, Certifying Patients for the 
Medicare HH-benefit (#SE-1436), which is designed to provide education to certifying physicians and others 
about the patient eligibility requirements and certification/recertification requirements of Medicare HH 
services.  The 14-page booklet includes succinct and easily understandable requirements, many practical 
examples demonstrating documentation and other requirements, plus additional resources available.  
Download your copy of #SE-1436 at:  http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-
Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/SE1436.pdf 
 
To assist physicians in documenting patient eligibility for the Medicare HH-benefit, CMS is considering the 
development of a voluntary HH paper clinical template.  A voluntary HH electronic clinical template has 
already been in CMS’s development process for the past year.  In attempting to gather input from HHAs and 
the public on both forms, CMS has hosted a series of “Special Open Door Forum” calls.  In the event you 
missed this CMS information-sharing regarding the templates, you can view the CMS HH Clinical Template 
web-page for more detailed information, slides, and a sample template here: http://www.cms.gov/Research-
Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Computer-Data-and-Systems/Electronic-Clinical-
Templates/HomeHealthHHElectronicClinicalTemplate.html 
 
Did you know that the MLN Network has self-directed web-based training courses?  There are 31 courses 
available that could be interesting and informative to multiple provider types.  Courses of particular interest 
might include: Diagnosis Coding Using ICD-10-CM (60 minutes); Diagnosis Coding Using ICD-9-CM (60 
minutes); and Infection Control-Hand Hygiene (60 minutes).  To find all 31 courses, visit this web-page, then 
scroll down to “Related Links,” and select “Web-based Training (WBT) Courses:” 
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-
MLN/MLNProducts/index.html?redirect=/MLNProducts 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
SRO Quarterly Communication Meeting 
Bureau of Nursing Home Resident Care (Southern Regional Office) 

In 2015 Pat Virnig, SRO Regional Field Operations Director, and Ann Angell, SRO Regional Field 
Operations Supervisor, will again meet with facility staff from throughout the Southern Region in an informal 
communication format.  
 
The dates for 2015 are:  Wednesday, April 22 

    Wednesday, July 15 
                                Wednesday, October 21  

 
The time for all meetings is:  1:00 – 3:00 p.m.    
 
The location of the meetings will be:  Iowa County Health and Human Services Building  

Community Room  
303 W. Chapel St.  
Dodgeville, WI 53533.   
 

There is no cost to participants and there is no need to confirm attendance prior to the meeting.   Reminder 
or updated information will be put in the DQA Quarterly so that all can plan accordingly.  
 

http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/SE1436.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/SE1436.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Computer-Data-and-Systems/Electronic-Clinical-Templates/HomeHealthHHElectronicClinicalTemplate.html
http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Computer-Data-and-Systems/Electronic-Clinical-Templates/HomeHealthHHElectronicClinicalTemplate.html
http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Computer-Data-and-Systems/Electronic-Clinical-Templates/HomeHealthHHElectronicClinicalTemplate.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/index.html?redirect=/MLNProducts
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/index.html?redirect=/MLNProducts
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If there are questions or specific topics you would like addressed at an upcoming meeting, contact Pat or Ann 
so that they can ensure the agenda reflects the needs of those attending. 

Patricia.Virnig@dhs.wisconsin.gov   

       Ann.Angell@dhs.wisconsin.gov      
___________________________________________________________ 

NRO Quarterly Communication Meeting 
Bureau of Nursing Home Resident Care (Northern Regional Office) 

Jessica Radtke, Regional Field Operations Director, will meet with facility staff from throughout the Northern  
Region in an informal communication forum.  Everyone is encouraged to participate and there is no charge to  
attend.  
 
The meeting will be held:  Wednesday - April 29, 2015  

                                   10:00 a.m.  - 12:00 p.m. 

                                    Friendly Village Nursing and Rehab Center 
900 Boyce Drive 
Rhinelander, WI 54501 

 
If there are specific topics you would like discussed at the upcoming meeting, contact Jessica Radtke at:  
Jessica.Radtke@dhs.wisconsin.gov 

___________________________________________________________ 

Hepatitis A Transmission in Group Homes 
Bureau of Assisted Living 
 
DQA and Division of Public Health (DPH) staff recently discussed concerns about the potential for hepatitis 
A transmission among residents of group homes for people with developmental/intellectual disabilities.  The 
purpose of this memo is to educate group home administrators about the risk posed by hepatitis A to this 
vulnerable population and ways to minimize the possibility of an outbreak. 
 
The concern was prompted by a recent report in the CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (available 
at www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6406a4.htm?s_cid=mm6406a4_w) which documents an 
outbreak of hepatitis A among persons with developmental disabilities residing in group homes that occurred 
in Michigan during 2013. Eight residents contracted hepatitis A, one of whom died.  Five separate group 
homes were involved, and additional exposures occurred at six off-site work settings which residents 
attended.  Only about 6% of staff and residents had been vaccinated against hepatitis A prior to the outbreak.  
Although hepatitis A vaccination rates in Wisconsin group homes are unknown, it’s reasonable to expect that 
they are comparable to those in Michigan. 
 
Hepatitis A is a liver disease caused by the hepatitis A virus.  The symptoms of hepatitis A include profound 
fatigue, poor appetite, fever, vomiting, and --- in rare cases --- liver failure. Urine may become darker in color 
and jaundice may appear.  Persons who have pre-existing liver problems can become extremely ill if they 
contract hepatitis A.  The hepatitis A virus enters through the mouth, multiplies in the body, and is passed in 
the stool which becomes highly infectious.  If meticulous hand washing with soap is not done, the virus can 

mailto:Patricia.Virnig@dhs.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Ann.Angell@dhs.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Jessica.Radtke@dhs.wisconsin.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6406a4.htm?s_cid=mm6406a4_w
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then be carried on an infected person's hands.  From there, the virus can be spread to others by direct contact 
or by consuming food or drink that has been handled by that infected individual.  Hands need not be grossly 
soiled to transmit the virus; a minute amount of contamination can spread the infection.  Because the virus is 
passed in the stool, persons who are not toilet trained or who need assistance in toileting or who have poor 
hygiene habits can easily transmit the infection to many others.  Patients with hepatitis A can be highly 
infectious for two to three weeks. 
 
Fortunately, the incidence of hepatitis A in Wisconsin has dropped dramatically since the widespread use of 
the vaccine.  However, cases continue to occur and the introduction of the virus into a facility for people with 
developmental disabilities remains a possibility.  In the past, outbreaks in these settings have been common, 
typically explosive, and have spilled over into the greater community.  Controlling a hepatitis A outbreak is 
extremely challenging, expensive, and labor intensive.   
 
With the availability of a safe and effective vaccine against hepatitis A, there is now an easy way to prevent 
such outbreaks.  In fact, the hepatitis A vaccine is now advised routinely for all children over the age of one 
year.  The Division of Public Health strongly recommends that administrators of group homes for people with 
developmental disabilities make every effort to ensure that all residents and staff are vaccinated against 
hepatitis A.  The vaccination regimen consists of two doses given 6-12 months apart.  A combination Hep A / 
Hep B vaccine is also available.     
 
Questions about hepatitis A disease and the vaccine to prevent it can be addressed to DPH’s Bureau of 
Communicable Diseases at (608)267-9003.   
___________________________________________________________ 
 

REGULAR FEATURES 
Changes in DQA Staff 
Bureau of Assisted Living (BAL) and Bureau of Health Services (BHS)  
Hired: Damon Scott - OPA (Southeastern Regional Office / Milwaukee) 
Damon Scott has been hired as the new shared Office Program Associate for the Bureau of Assisted Living 
and the Bureau of Health Services in the Southeastern Regional Office in Milwaukee.  He brings 
administrative and banking skills to DQA and began his employment on January 12, 2015.  

 
Bureau of Education Services and Technology (BEST) 
Hired: Mary Kunz, Nurse Consultant II - (Central Office / Madison) 
Mary Kunz is the new Nurse Consultant II for the Education Services Section with primary responsibility for 
hospice, home health, and personal care agency providers.  Mary has been in state service since 2004, starting 
her career as a nursing home surveyor and, most recently, in the role of assisted living surveyor.  Prior to 
coming to DQA, Mary worked with Dane County as a quality consultant for personal care agencies, as well as 
nursing supervisor/registered nurse for several different provider types, including home health, hospice, and 
assisted living providers.    

Prior to gaining her nursing degrees, Mary was Dean of Students and a home economics educator for high 
school students at Wahlert High School in Dubuque, Iowa.  Mary has a Masters of Nursing from Edgewood 
College and a Bachelor of Science degree in both nursing and home economics education from UW-Madison. 
Mary is located in Room 450 and began her duties on February 8, 2015.  
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Hired: Ed Rabotski, IS Comprehensive - Senior (Central Office / Madison) 
The Bureau of Education Services and Technology is pleased to announce that Edward Rabotski has joined 
the Division’s Information Management Section, filling a key information technology position in DQA’s 
central (Madison) office.  In this capacity, Ed provides comprehensive support to DQA staff for all aspects of 
office computing, including hardware and software acquisition and configuration, information access and 
security, troubleshooting and problem resolution, and support for telecommunications and distance learning 
technologies. 
 
Ed comes to DQA from the DHS Bureau of Information Technology Services (BITS) in the Division of 
Enterprise Services.  He was with BITS for nearly fifteen years working in several capacities, including 
desktop support and as a webcast technician.  Ed received bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the 
University of Wisconsin and had a successful career in the private sector prior to joining the DHS Division of 
Public Health in 1997.  Ed has been with DQA since October of 2014; he is based in the department’s 
Wilson Street State Office Building.  

___________________________________________________________ 

DQA Numbered Memos (January, February, March) 
Access these memos at https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dqa/memos/index.htm or via individual provider 
publication pages at https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/regulations/health-residential.htm.  
 

DQA Memo No.  
 Affected Provider(s) 

Title   
Summary 

15-001 

   Ambulatory Surgical Centers 

 

Suspension of Advance Directives 
 

This memo analyzes Medicare requirements for an ASC’s compliance with 
a patient’s advance directive and Wisconsin law governing advance 
directives.  A Medicare-certified ASC must honor a patient’s advance 
directive unless one of the three exceptions permitted by Wisconsin law 
exists.  If an ASC has a policy that it will decline to follow a patient’s 
advance directive based on one or more of these exceptions, it must 
include in its advance directive policies a statement of limitation that meets 
the requirements identified above.  

15-002 

             Nursing Homes 

 

 

Section DHS 132.84(2)(e) Sharing of toilet facilities between sexes  

This memo replaces DQA Memo 07-016, issued September 14, 2007, and 
repeals a formerly approved statewide waiver of Wis. Admin Code s. DHS 
132.84(2)(e) regarding the sharing of toilet facilities between sexes.  

15-003 
Replaces 13-016 

Adult Day Care 
Adult Family Homes 

Community-based Residential 
Facilities 

Residential Care Apartment 
Complexes 

 

Waivers, Approvals, Variances, and Exceptions Request  

The purpose of this memo is to provide information and general guidelines 
to assisted living providers regarding the process for requesting waivers, 
approvals, variances, and exceptions of Wisconsin Administrative Code 
requirements. This revision incorporates a new collaboration with the 
Bureau of Managed Care and with Wisconsin’s Directed Supports Program 
entitled, “Include, Respect, I Self-Direct (IRIS),” for requests involving any 
restraint devices or practices.  

 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dqa/memos/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dqa/memos/15-002.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dqa/memos/15-003.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dqa/memos/15-001.pdf
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15-004 
Nursing Homes 

Wisconsin Administrative Code s. DHS 132.42(3)(a) Pre-employment   
Screening for Clinically Apparent Communicable Disease 

The purpose of this memo is to inform licensed nursing homes that 
facilities may request a variance to use a registered nurse to certify new 
employees as having been screened for clinically apparent communicable 
disease, including tuberculosis.  

___________________________________________________________ 

CMS Survey & Certification Letters (January, February, March) 
Listed below are Survey and Certification (S&C) Letters distributed by The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) since our last issue was published.  The CMS Internet site for reviewing all S&C 
memos is located at http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-
Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Policy-and-Memos-to-States-and-Regions.html. 
 

S&C Memo No. 
Affected Provider(s) 

Title   

15-01-Hospice Impact of Nursing Shortage on Hospice Care 

15-02-Hospitals/CAHs Information for Hospitals and Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) Concerning 
Possible Ebola Virus Disease 

15-03-Hospitals Implementing the New Moratorium on Establishment of New Long-term Care 
Hospitals (LTCH) or New LTCH Satellites, or Increases in LTCH Beds 

15-04-ALL National Background Check Program (NBCP) Grant Award Updates 

15-05-CLIA Tests Subject to Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) Edits 
Downloadable File on the CLIA Internet Page – Information Only 

15-06-Nursing Homes Nationwide Expansion of Minimum Data Set (MDS) Focused Survey 
Background 

15-07-CLIA Effect on Microbiology Laboratories Due to the Removal of References to the 
Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) and to CLSI Documents 

15-08-CLIA Information for Clinical Laboratories Concerning Possible Ebola Virus Disease 

15-09-RHC 
Rural Health Clinics 

Rural Health Clinic (RHC) Location Determination Guidance Updated 

15-10-Hospitals Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act (EMTALA) Requirements and 
Implications Related to Ebola Virus Disease (Ebola) 

http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Policy-and-Memos-to-States-and-Regions.html
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Policy-and-Memos-to-States-and-Regions.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dqa/memos/15-004.pdf
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15-11-CLIA Directions on the Off-Label/Modified Use of Waived Blood Glucose Monitoring 
Systems (BGMS) 

15-12-Hospitals Public Release of Three Hospital Surveyor Worksheets 

15-13-ALL Clarification of Terms Implicating the Spousal Relationship in Regulations and 
Guidance for Medicare- and Medicaid-certified Providers and Suppliers 

15-14-PRTF 
Psychiatric Residential 

Treatment Facilities 

Guidance Related to New State Operating Manual and Appendix N for 
Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities (PRTF) 

15-15-CLIA Release of Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendment’s (CLIA) Brochure 
#12, “Considerations When Deciding to Develop an IQCP” and Brochure #13, 
“What is an IQCP?” 

15-16-NH 
Nursing Homes 

Civil Money Penalty (CMP) Analytic Tool and Submission of CMP Tool Cases 

15-17-CLIA Advance Copy – Revisions to State Operations Manual (SOM), Appendix C – 
Survey Procedures and Interpretive Guidelines for Laboratories and Laboratory 
Services (CLIA) 

15-18-HHA 
Home Health Agencies 

Outcome and Assessment Information Set (OASIS) Transition to the Automated 
Submission and Processing System (ASAP) and OASIS Correction Policy 

15-19-CAH 
Critical Access Hospitals 

Revised State Operations Manual (SOM), Appendix W – Critical Access 
Hospitals 

15-20-ICF/IID 
Intermediate Care Facilities for 

Individuals with Intellectual 
Disabilities 

Advance Copy of Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals with Intellectual 
Disabilities (ICF/IID) State Operations Manual (SOM), Appendix J – 
Interpretive Guidelines and New Exhibit 

15-21-ESRD 
End Stage Renal Disease 

Use of Invalid End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) “Temporary” Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Certification Numbers (CCN) 

15-22- 
Hospitals 

Ambulatory Surgical Ctrs. 
Rural Health Clinics 

Federally Qualified Health Ctrs. 

Revised Guidance Related to New and Revised Regulations for Hospitals, 
Ambulatory Surgical Centers (ASCs), Rural Health Clinics (RHCs), and 
Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) 

15-23-ICF/IID 
Intermediate Care Facilities for 

Individuals with Intellectual 
Disabilities 

Use of Audio Surveillance Devices in Common Areas in Intermediate Care 
Facilities for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities 
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15-24-Hospitals Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act (EMTALA) and Ebola Virus 
Disease (EVD) – Q&A 

15-25-NH 
Nursing Homes 

MDS / Staffing Focused Surveys Update 

15-26-NH 
Nursing Homes 

Nursing Home Compare “3.0” – Five Star Quality Rating System – Expanded 
and Strengthened 

15-27- 
Hospitals 

Critical Access Hospitals 
Ambulatory Surgical Centers 

Potential Adverse Impact of Lower Relative Humidity (RH) in Operating Rooms 
(ORs) 

15-28-CMHC 
Community Mental Health 

Centers 

Community Mental Health Center (CMHC) Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

15-29-ESRD 
End Stage Renal Disease 

Contacting End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) Networks for Survey Related 
Facility Information 

15-30-ALL Administrative Changes for Two Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) – Approved Accrediting Organizations (AOs)  

 


