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Keys to Effective Advocacy:

Public health and the legislative process
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Advocacy is a Team Effort

WALHDAB
I
I ]
Professional Grassroots
Lobbyist Advocacy
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What Makes an Effective Lobbyist?

« Knows the legislative process

« Builds and maintains relationships
with policy makers

« Develops effective political strategies
* Analyzes key policy issues

« Utilizes grassroots contacts
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Become a Successful Advocate

* Understand the legislative
process

« Become an expert on your issues

« Know your legislators Adocate

e Build relationships with legislators
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What is Grassroots Advocacy?

The act of many
working as a group to
communicate the
SAME message to
policymakers.

WAKES Become an Advocate

The Legislative Process

¢ Introduction
¢ Committee

¢ Floor Session

* Governor's Desk
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2017-2018 Wisconsin State Legislature Become an Expert on Your Issues:

State Senate State Assembl «  WPHA-WALHDAB Legislative Priorities
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¢ Legislative Grid W Ao o s it Dottt |

2017-18 Legislative Grid = Updoted 10/26/2017

« Latest News

Republicans 20 Republicans 64 *  Webinars
Democrats 13 Democrats 35
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Who Is My Legislator? Building a Relationship

« Attend town hall meetings ;,j(

 Interact at community events

« Attend political fundraisers J

+  Respond to ACTION ALERTS - ”B
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Why Does Grassroots Advocacy Work? How to Communicate with your Legislator

« Legislators care about your issues e Action Alert

* Legislators want to help because: ;,j—r l o Letter
v" You're from the district J A §

¥ : J e E-mail
- d

v You’re active in your community =

» Phone Call
v You vote and can help re-elect them

Personal Visit
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Action Alert
¢ Call to Take Action

¢ Time Sensitive

« Effective Advocacy Method =
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Contacting Your Legislator - DON’Ts

» DON’T discount staff

» DON’T discuss unrelated issues
» DON’T overreact or be rude

» DON’T be intimidated
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Establish Credibility

» Connection to the district
 Influence among constituency
» Knowledge of health care
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Contacting Your Legislator - DOs

DO identify yourself as a constituent

« DO use personal stories

¢ DO stay on message

« DO ask for their position and assistance
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The Greeting

* Find a Connection

* Keep it Brief!
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Explain the Issue

« State the issue
¢ Discuss key points
¢ Give examples
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RAMPEY  Grassroots Advocacy
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Questions

The Ask

“Can | count on your vote?”




