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Meet the Organization



The University of Wisconsin’s Population Health Institute (PHI)
advances health, health equity and well-being for all, and works at 
local, state and national levels.

PHI uses evidence-based approaches to inform and strategize public 
health practices and initiatives. Our projects and teams support 
government, health departments and community organizations within 
Wisconsin and around the nation. 



What do we mean by health equity?

Health equity means that everyone has a fair and 
just opportunity to be as healthy as possible.

Braveman et al, 2017



What do we mean by deep health equity?

Deep health equity attends to the historical hurt and 
harms that created health inequities by
accurately diagnosing core problems, naming 
historical context, and offering vast solutions.

Adapted from Brown, 2020



Health Equity Efforts at UWPHI 

We operate from a broad and inclusive view of health equity and 
recognize the intersection of identities and structuring of 
opportunity related to race, social class, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, disability, geographic and immigration 
status domains. 

Our work must clearly describe how the distribution and 
unethical use of power results in systematic differences in how 
long and well people live.



MATCH Health & Equity Framework



Programs at UWPHI
Evaluation and Engaged 

Research
County Health Rankings & 

Roadmaps (CHR&R)
Mobilizing Action Toward 

Community Health

Health Rankings (Data)
• Health Outcomes 

• Length & Quality of Life 
• Health Factors 

• Health Behaviors
• Clinical Care
• Social and Economic 
• Physical Environment 

Action to Improve Health (Evidence)
• What Works for Health 

Stories (Examples)
• Community Stories 

Behavioral Health
• Prevention and Treatment
• Behavioral Health in Criminal Justice 

Populations

Child & Family Health Promotion 
Programs

Community Health Promotion

Policy & Systems Change Evaluation 
Projects 

Training 
• Building capacity on critical 

practices through delivering 
training, providing technical 
assistance, and leading learning and 
action networks 

Engaged Research and Development
• Supporting data-to-action and 

developing and sharing scholarship, 
frameworks, and tools for change

Alignment 
• Convening and growing alliances for 

shared action



Growing
community
power 
to improve
health equity

Data Guidance

Evidence Stories



Minority Health in Wisconsin
2021 Population Health and Equity Report Card
2023 County Health Rankings 



2021 Population Health and Equity Report Card

1) Quantitative data 
2) Qualitative data 
3) Evidence-informed policies and practices 



Overall Health of Wisconsin
Fair or Poor Health & Mortality in Wisconsin 



Educational & Racial/Ethnic Disparities



2023 County Health Rankings 



Eau Claire County Jackson County 
Population 106,452

Rurality (% rural) 23.0%

Median Household Income $63,100 

Children in Poverty 12%

Uninsured 8%

Access to Exercise Opportunities 82%

Premature Death 5,700

Poor or Fair Health 11%

Low Birthweight 7%

Life Expectancy 79.4

Broadband Access 89%

Flu Vaccination 62%

Health Outcomes Rank #64

Health Factors Rank #67

Population 21,121

Rurality (% rural) 72.2%

Median Household Income $59,500

Children in Poverty 18%

Uninsured 11%

Access to Exercise Opportunities 49%

Premature Death 9,100

Poor or Fair Health 14%

Low Birthweight 5%

Life Expectancy 77.1

Broadband Access 82%

Flu Vaccination 54%

Health Outcomes Rank #17

Health Factors Rank #12



Median Household Income 

Jackson County, WisconsinEau Claire County, Wisconsin

Eau Claire County $63,100
AIAN n/a
Asian $55,300

Hispanic $49,000
White $65,300

Jackson County $59,500
AIAN $34,600
Asian $73,800

Hispanic $55,800
White $60,600

United States $69,700
Wisconsin $67,200

Data Source: Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (2021)



Children in Poverty

Jackson County, WisconsinEau Claire County, Wisconsin

Eau Claire County 12%
AIAN n/a
Asian 5%
Black 55%

Hispanic 27%
White 9%

Jackson County 18%
AIAN 44%
Asian 14%
Black n/a

Hispanic 37%
White 11%

United States 17%
Wisconsin 14%

Data Source: Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (2021)



Life Expectancy, Low Birthweight, and Flu 
Vaccination in Eau Claire

Life Expectancy

United States 78.5

Wisconsin 78.9

Eau Claire County 79.4 

Asian 78.8

Black 78.1

White 79.4

Low Birthweight

United States 8%

Wisconsin 8%

Eau Claire County 7%

Asian 7%

Black 13%

Hispanic 10%

White 6%

Flu Vaccination

United States 51%

Wisconsin 56%

Eau Claire County 62%

AIAN 40%

Asian 48%

Black 47%

Hispanic 58%

White 62%

Data Source: National Center for 
Health Statistics (2018-2020)

Data Source: National Center for 
Health Statistics (2014-2020)

Data Source: Mapping Medicare 
Disparities Tool (2020)



Health Equity Efforts at UWPHI 
2021 Population Health and Equity Report Card
Improving Wisconsin’s Health 



2021 Report Card Policy Priorities

• Ensuring access to quality health care 
• Expanding safe and affordable 

housing 
• Increasing economic resources for 

children and families 
• Expanding broadband infrastructure 
• Increasing civic engagement



Improving Wisconsin’s Health



Studies and Reports on Promoting Health Equity 



Studies and Reports on Rural Health and Equity 



Studies & Reports on 
Racial/Ethnic Health Equity 



Podcast and Webinars



Questions? 
Comments?



Stay connected! 



Thank you!


