
Is applicant a registered 
nurse (RN)?

Verify nursing license 
with the

 Department of Safety and 
Professional Services

Does applicant have a
Bachelor’s of Nursing degree

 from accredited nursing program
 that included prep in public health (PH) 

or community health nursing?
Verify school of nursing
accreditation with the

 U.S. Department of Education

Does applicant have a
Master’s of Nursing

 degree from
 accredited nursing program that 

included prep in
 PH or community
 health nursing?

Does applicant
 have a PHN certificate

 issued by the Wisconsin 
Department of Health 

Services
 prior to 

12/1/84? 

May not hire as a nurse; not 
qualified as a staff nurse or a 

public health nurse (PHN).

May hire as a PHN.
Review statutory 
requirement for

  PHN to conduct general 
public health nursing 

programs in
 Wis. Stat. § 251.04(8)

YesYes

No

Yes

Yes

Applicant does not meet 
requirements as specified in 

administrative code for a 
public health nurse but agency
 may hire as an RN staff nurse 

under a separate job description
 to assist PHNs with individual/
family level interventions under 
the supervision of a bachelor’s 

(or higher) prepared PHN.

This includes Associate Degree
 RNs and Direct Entry Masters 

Program students working
 under their RN license before 

graduating.

 

Guidelines for Hiring Nurses at Health Departments
Based on qualifications as identified in Wis. Admin. Code § DHS 139.08 

  Is applicant a 
licensed practical 

nurse (LPN)?

No

May hire as an LPN to assist with 
individual level interventions under the 

supervision of a public health nurse (PHN) 
or RN staff nurse.

Yes

No

No

No

Division of Public Health
Office of Policy and Practice Alignment

https://app.wi.gov/licensesearch
https://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/Search.aspx
https://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/Search.aspx
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/139
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/251/04/8
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/139.pdf
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