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Unwinding Overview



Pre-COVID-
19 routine 
operations

During 
COVID-19, 
temporary 

policies

Routine 
operations 

in place

“Unwinding” Defined

The process states will undertake to return to routine operations in 
Medicaid programs, as temporary policies related to the pandemic start to 
end.

Unwinding



Driving the 
Unwinding

• Consolidated Appropriations Act (CAA), 2023

▪ Separated Medicaid’s health care continuous 
coverage from the federal public health 
emergency

▪ Set a timeline for states to begin renewals for all 
members

• Federal public health emergency (PHE)

▪ Many program and policy flexibilities linked to or 
authorized under the PHE

▪ Set to end May 11, 2023

▪ Some policies end immediately; others have a 
phase out period



Unwinding Toolkit



Collaboration Goals



Partner Toolkit

• Communication resource 
developed with our partners, 
for our partners

• Updated with new materials 
as needed

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/unwindingtoolkit.htm

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/unwindingtoolkit.htm


Watch, Read, Act



Stay Informed

• Attend our biweekly policy stakeholder calls, which feature policy 
updates and changes to programs like FoodShare and Medicaid: 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forwardhealth/partners.htm

• Join our COVID-19 Unwinding Update listserv to get email updates 
with Unwinding news: 
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/subscriber/new?topic_id
=WIDHS_668.

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forwardhealth/partners.htm
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/subscriber/new?topic_id=WIDHS_668


Protecting and promoting the health 
and safety of the people of Wisconsin.

Thank you 
for attending!


