
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
    ASBESTOS GUIDELINES:   General Contractors and Trades 
 

 
 

The newly revised asbestos rule, DHS 159, Wis. Adm. Code, affects Wisconsin 
contractors conducting renovations and demolitions.  To download a copy of the rule, 
visit www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/asbestos.  The rule becomes effective on May 1, 2009. 
 
Does my Work involve Regulated Asbestos? 
Many building products contain asbestos, including, but not limited to: 

• Transite-cementious siding and panels 
• Slate-transite roofing shingles, roofing felts and cements 
• Floor tiles, sheet flooring and mastic, ceramic tile adhesives 
• Spray-on ceilings and fire-proofing 
• Acoustic ceiling tiles 
• Blown-in and vermiculite insulation 
• Window glazing and caulk 
• Duct wrap and pipe insulation 
• Plasters and wallboard joint compounds 

These materials must be tested or assumed to contain asbestos before disturbing or 
removing.  If your work includes disturbing, replacing or removing any of these known or 
suspect materials in any type of building, you are required to work for a certified 
asbestos company and to use only workers certified in asbestos abatement, or to hire 
the services of a certified asbestos company to remove these materials for you.   
 
When is Certification Required?  

• You must be trained and certified before you may disturb or remove more than 
one waste bag (no larger than 60” by 60” properly filled and sealed) of building 
materials known or suspected to contain asbestos. 
o You must be certified as an asbestos abatement supervisor or asbestos 

abatement worker, and work for or own a certified asbestos company.    
o If your work involves only building operations and maintenance activities that 

remove no more asbestos-containing or suspect material than would fit in one 
disposal bag no larger than 60” by 60” properly filled and sealed, you must 
complete at least a 16-hour asbestos operations and maintenance training 
course, but certification is not required. 

o Homeowners working on their own single-family, non-rental residential 
property are exempt from training and certification requirements. 

• Suspect materials must be treated as asbestos-containing unless sampled, 
tested and proven not to be asbestos-containing.  Suspected asbestos-
containing materials include: 
o Vermiculite insulation   
o All other untested materials used in or on building components with the 

exception of metal, glass, wood or fiberglass 
• To test suspect materials, a certified asbestos inspector would need to sample 

the suspected asbestos materials.   



Note: Certified exterior asbestos supervisors may sample materials on building exteriors for 
projects they are conducting.   

• For a list of certified asbestos inspectors go to www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/asbestos. 
• For a list of asbestos companies go to www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/asbestos. 

 
How do I become Certified to Conduct Regulated Asbestos Activities? 

• Take the appropriate training course.   
o For Asbestos Supervisor take the 5-day Asbestos Supervisor course  
o For Asbestos Worker take the 4-day Asbestos Worker course 
o For Asbestos Inspector take the 3-day Asbestos Inspector course  
Note: If you work only on exteriors, such as roofing, siding or window replacement, you may only 
need to be certified as an Exterior Asbestos Worker or Supervisor.  These require only 1 or 2 
days of training in Exterior Worker and/or Exterior Supervisor classes. 

• Training must be taken in Wisconsin from a state-accredited training provider.   
• For a list of training providers go to www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/asbestos/training. 
• Apply for certification.  Submit a completed application form and fee to the 

Asbestos & Lead Section as directed on the form.   
• Fees.  Beginning May 1, 2009 annual certification fees are: 

o Asbestos Supervisor -- $125  
o Asbestos Worker -- $75  
o Asbestos Inspector -- $175 
o Exterior Asbestos Supervisor -- $75 (may work on only exterior non-friable 

asbestos) 
o Exterior Asbestos Worker -- $125 (non-expiring) (may work on only exterior 

non-friable asbestos) 
• Asbestos company certification required.  Beginning August 1, 2009 you 

must either work for or be a certified asbestos company.  Submit a completed 
company application form with a 2-year certification fee of $400.  A satellite office 
will be $200 for two years. 

 
More Information 
Visit our asbestos website at www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/asbestos for more information.  
For information on other agencies’ asbestos regulations visit these websites:  
U.S. EPA:  www.epa.gov/opptintr/asbestos 
U.S. OSHA:  www.osha.gov/SLTC/asbestos 
Wisconsin DNR:  www.dnr.wi.gov/air/compenf/asbestos.   
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