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Abuse and neglect deaths, children 
 
Health Priority G:  Intentional and Unintentional Injuries and Violence 
 
Objective G1:  By 2010, there will be a 10 percent reduction in the reported number of 
children who are abused and neglected in Wisconsin. 
 
2010 Target:  9 deaths due to substantiated child abuse or neglect 
 
Indicator:  Abuse and neglect deaths, children 
 
 
Wisconsin Deaths due to Substantiated Child Abuse or Neglect, by Sex and Age  

Year Total  Males Females Under Age 1 Ages 1-11 Ages 12-17 
2000 10 4 6 4 3 3 
2001 17 11 6 9 8 0 
2002 12 7 5 5 5 2 
2003 12 8 4 6 5 1 
2004 15 10 5 7 8 0 
2005 12 6 6 7 5 0 
2006 16 7 9 7 8 1 
2007 33 20 13 21 12 0 
2008 27 16 11 22 5 0 
2009 23 17 6 16 6 1 

Source: Annual Wisconsin Child Abuse and Neglect Report; Division of Safety and Permanence, 
Wisconsin Department of Children and Families.  
 
Note: In September 2007, new Wisconsin standards for receipt and response to child abuse and neglect 
referrals were released.  One of the most significant changes affects how reports of alleged child 
maltreatment resulting in a child’s death are handled.   The new standards require CPS agencies to screen in 
reports and conduct initial assessments of cases when a child died from suspected maltreatment, whether or 
not there are other children in the household.  This broadened requirement for assessing child maltreatment 
death led to a higher total number of reported child maltreatment fatalities in 2007 and 2008.  See data 
documentation. 
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Abuse and neglect deaths, children, continued 
 
 
 
Wisconsin Deaths due to Substantiated Child Abuse or Neglect, by Race/Ethnicity   

Year Total 
African 

American* 
American 
Indian* Asian* Hispanic White* Unknown

2000 10 4 1 0 2 3 0 
2001 17 6 0 0 3 8 0 
2002 12 5 1 0 0 6 0 
2003 12 6 0 1 1 4 0 
2004 15 4 1 2 0 8 0 
2005 12 2 0 0 1 8 1 
2006 16 5 0 0 3 6 2 
2007 33 5 3 2 1 14 8 
2008 27 11 0 0 1 13 2 
2009 23 11 1 0 3 5 3 

Source: Annual Wisconsin Child Abuse and Neglect Report; Division of Safety and Permanence, 
Wisconsin Department of Children and Families. 
 
* Non-Hispanic 
 
Note: In September 2007, new Wisconsin standards for receipt and response to child abuse and neglect 
referrals were released.  One of the most significant changes affects how reports of alleged child 
maltreatment resulting in a child’s death are handled.   The new standards require CPS agencies to screen in 
reports and conduct initial assessments of cases when a child died from suspected maltreatment, whether or 
not there are other children in the household.  This broadened requirement for assessing child maltreatment 
death led to a higher total number of reported child maltreatment fatalities in 2007 and 2008.  See data 
documentation. 
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