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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The city of Milwaukee HIV/AIDS Surveillance 
Addendum is a supplemental report to the Wisconsin 
HIV/AIDS Surveillance Annual Review. The city of 
Milwaukee Addendum presents cases of newly 
diagnosed HIV infection among residents of the city of 
Milwaukee during 2015, prevalent cases as of 
December 31, 2015, select data on HIV testing at 
publicly funded test sites, and Milwaukee County 
syphilis diagnoses. Throughout this report, “Milwaukee” 
refers to the city of Milwaukee unless otherwise 
specified. 
 
NEW DIAGNOSES 
 

Diagnosis rate per 100,000  
 

 

City of Milwaukee Milwaukee 
County 

Wisconsin, 
excluding 

city of 
Milwaukee 

Wisconsin United States 

 
Trend: During 2015, 105 new cases of HIV infection were diagnosed among Milwaukee 
residents. Milwaukee is disproportionately impacted by HIV as it makes up just 10% of the 
state’s population yet has 47% of all statewide HIV diagnoses (n=225). The HIV diagnosis 
rate was 17.5 per 100,000 population, more than sevenfold higher than in the rest of the 
state. The annual number of new HIV diagnoses in Milwaukee was stable over the last 
decade (2006-2015). 
 
Sex: Seven times as many males as females were diagnosed with HIV in Milwaukee during 
2015 (92 males and 13 females). Between 2006 and 2015, the annual number of HIV 
diagnoses fluctuated among younger (ages 13-29) males and females. Over the same 
period, the annual number of new diagnoses declined among males and females ages 30 
and older. 
 
Gender: Since the beginning of the epidemic, 28 known transgender individuals have been 
diagnosed with HIV in Milwaukee. Of the 28, all were from a racial/ethnic minority and 
most (n=22) were under age 30 at the time of diagnosis. 
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Racial/ethnic groups: HIV disproportionately 
affects racial/ethnic minorities in Milwaukee. 
During 2015, 83% of HIV diagnoses in 
Milwaukee were among racial/ethnic minorities. 
For males, the 2015 HIV diagnosis rate in 
Milwaukee was almost fivefold higher among 
Blacks and more than twofold higher among 
Hispanics compared to Asians, the group with 
the lowest rate. 
 
For females, the HIV diagnosis rate was nearly 
six-fold higher among Blacks and nearly fourfold 
higher among Hispanics compared to Whites. 
 
Age: The median age at HIV diagnosis in 
Milwaukee was 30 years in 2015, but varied by 
risk exposure group. The median age at HIV 
diagnosis was 47 years for White MSM, 32 years 
for Hispanic MSM, 26 years for Black MSM, and 
33 years for those with high-risk heterosexual 
contact. 
 
Risk: After adjusting for unknown risk, MSM 
accounted for 79% of new HIV diagnoses in 
Milwaukee during 2015 (including those who 
also injected drugs). High-risk heterosexual 
contact and injection drug use (excluding 
MSM/PWID) accounted for the other 18% and 
3%, respectively. Young Black MSM accounted 
for nearly one-third (31%) of all HIV diagnoses 
in Milwaukee during 2015.  

 
Geography: Seven Milwaukee zip codes each had 20 
or more HIV diagnoses over the past three years and 
accounted for more than half of all new diagnoses 
among Milwaukee residents during 2013-2015 
(53206, 53210, 53209, 53215, 53204, 53208, and 
53218).  
 
Disease status at diagnosis: The total percentage 
of people diagnosed with HIV infection in Milwaukee 
who progressed to AIDS within one year of HIV 
diagnosis, including concurrent diagnoses, remained 
stable from 2011 to 2013 (30-31%) and declined in 
2014 (23%) .  
 

 

 
 

 
Milwaukee is disproportionately 
affected by HIV, as it makes up just 
10% of the state’s population yet 
had 47% of all statewide HIV 
diagnoses in 2015. 
 
 

 
 
 
Reflecting national trends, young 
Black MSM in Milwaukee continue to 
be the population most affected by 
HIV: 
 

 

10% 

47% 

31% of new diagnoses in 
Milwaukee occurred in 
Black MSM ages 13-29 



HIV/AIDS SURVEILLANCE ANNUAL REVIEW ADDENDUM: CITY OF MILWAUKEE 2015 
 

v 
 

 
PREVALENCE 
As of December 31, 2015, 2,913 people had been reported and were presumed to be living 
with HIV in Milwaukee. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates 
that 12.8% of people living with HIV nationwide and 16.2% in Wisconsin are unaware of 
their infection; therefore, actual HIV prevalence in Milwaukee may range from 3,340 to 
3,480. 
 
Zip codes with the highest HIV prevalence (200 or more HIV cases each) were 53204, 
53206, 53208, 53212, and 53215.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

For additional information 
 

For more information on HIV and AIDS in Wisconsin and for Technical Notes describing the 
definitions and methods used for this report, please see Wisconsin HIV/AIDS Surveillance 
Annual Review: New Diagnoses, Prevalent Cases, and Deaths through December 31, 2015, 
found at https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p0/p00484.pdf. 
 
The AIDS/HIV Program website (http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/aids-
hiv/Stats/index.htm) contains annotated PowerPoint slides and other reports about HIV. 
 
CDC’s HIV surveillance web page: http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/statistics/index.html 
 
General information about HIV prevention and care services in Wisconsin: 
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/aids-hiv/ 
 

    
 

 
 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p0/p00484.pdf
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/aids-hiv/Stats/index.htm
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/aids-hiv/Stats/index.htm
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/aids-hiv/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-program.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-program.htm
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INTRODUCTION      
This report serves as an addendum to the report: Wisconsin HIV/AIDS Surveillance Annual 
Review: New Diagnoses, Prevalent Cases, and Deaths through December 31, 2015, which can be 
found at https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p0/p00484.pdf. This report provides 
selected HIV surveillance data for Milwaukee. Throughout this report, “Milwaukee” refers to 
the city of Milwaukee, unless otherwise specified. 
 
For more information about the definitions and methods used for this report, please see the 
technical notes section of the statewide report referenced above. 
 

NEW DIAGNOSES 
Number and proportion of state cases 
There were 105 new HIV diagnoses among Milwaukee residents during 2015. Milwaukee is 
disproportionately affected by HIV, as it makes up just 10% of the state’s population yet had 
47% of the state’s 225 HIV diagnoses in 2015. The annual number of new HIV diagnoses has 
been stable over the last decade, ranging between 102 and 136, with an average of 117 new 
diagnoses per year (Figure 1).  
 
 
Figure 1: Number and statewide proportion of new HIV diagnoses—Milwaukee, 

2006-2015 
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HIV diagnosis rate 
The Milwaukee HIV diagnosis rate during 2015 was 17.5 per 100,000 population (Table 1). 
This diagnosis rate was sevenfold higher than the rate for the rest of Wisconsin (excluding 
the city of Milwaukee [2.3 per 100,000]) and was higher than that for the nation as a whole 
(13.8 per 100,000). 
 
 
Table 1: HIV diagnosis rate, Milwaukee compared to other geographies 

2015 Count Rate per 100,000 
Population 

City of Milwaukee 105 17.5 
Milwaukee County 119 12.4 
Wisconsin Excluding City of Milwaukee 120 2.3 
Wisconsin 225 3.9 
2012 National Rate - 13.8 

 
 
According to the CDC, the most recently available estimate for the Milwaukee metropolitan 
statistical area (MSA) (8.9/100,000), which includes the lower-incidence Waukesha and 
West Allis areas, is about half the average rate (16.8/100,000) for other large MSAs in the 
United States (Figure 2).1  
 
Figure 2: HIV diagnosis rate by Metropolitan statistical area, 2014 
 

 
 
                                            
1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. HIV Surveillance Report, 2014; vol. 26., 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/library/reports/surveillance/. Published November 2015. Accessed 2/26/16. 
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Sex and age at diagnosis 
During 2015, 92 males and 13 females with a Milwaukee residence were diagnosed with HIV 
infection. Newly diagnosed males were generally younger than newly diagnosed females. 
During 2015 the median age at diagnosis, the age at which half of cases were older and half 
were younger, was 37 years for females and 30 years for males.  
 
For both males and females, the trend in the number of new diagnoses varies by age. The 
annual number of new diagnoses fluctuated among males and females ages 13-29 between 
2006 and 2015 and declined in males and females ages 30 and older (Figure 3). In 2015, two 
people were diagnosed before age 18 (ages 16 and 17).  
 
In 2015, the percentage of new diagnoses by age and sex was males ages 30 and older: 45%, 
males ages 13-29: 43%; females ages 30 and older: 8%; and females ages 13-29: 5%.  
 
 
Figure 3: New HIV diagnoses by sex and age—Milwaukee, 2006-2015 

 
 
Transgender identity 
The term “transgender” refers to people whose gender identity does not 
conform to their sex assigned at birth. It includes people who self-identify 
as male-to-female or transgender women, female-to-male or transgender 
men and many other gender nonconforming identities. A transgender 
person may have the anatomy of their sex at birth, the other sex or a 
combination. Gender identity and sexual orientation are separate, distinct 
concepts, with gender identity referring to an individual’s sense of 
themselves and sexual orientation referring to an individual’s attractions 
and partnering.  
  
There are 28 known transgender individuals diagnosed with HIV in Milwaukee since the 
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individuals diagnosed with HIV infection in the city. Of these 28 individuals, all were from a 
racial/ethnic minority group and most (n=22) were under age 30. 
 
Race/ethnicity and sex 
During 2015, more than 4 in 5 (83%) people newly diagnosed with HIV infection in 
Milwaukee were members of minority racial or ethnic groups. The number and percentage of 
new diagnoses by racial/ethnic group and sex is shown in Table 2. Of the new diagnoses, 
54% occurred among Black men. 
 
Table 2: Number and percentage of new diagnoses by sex and race/ethnicity— 
Milwaukee, 2015 
 Black White Hispanic Other  Total 
Male  57 (62%) 17 (18%) 13 (14%) 5 (5%) 92 (100%) 
Female  8 (62%) 1(8%) 3 (23%) 1 (8%) 13 (100%) 
TOTAL 65 (62%) 18 (17%) 16 (15%) 6 (6%) 105 (100%) 

 
 
For all racial/ethnic groups, the HIV diagnosis rate is higher in Milwaukee than in the state 
excluding Milwaukee (Table 3). Due to Milwaukee’s higher HIV diagnosis rate for Whites 
(used as the reference group because this group has the lowest rates), rate ratios are much 
lower in Milwaukee compared to the rest of the state, meaning the disparities between 
racial/ethnic groups aren’t as large as those observed statewide. Racial disparities are not 
due to innate biologic factors—one’s race alone does not make one more or less susceptible 
to HIV infection. Rather, other determinants of health2 that can disproportionately affect 
people of color can put individuals at greater risk for HIV exposure. 
 
Table 3: Rate and rate ratio—new HIV diagnoses by sex and select race/ethnicities, 
2011-2015 

 Rate per 100,000 Population Rate Ratio 

 City of Milwaukee 
Wisconsin 

(excluding city of 
Milwaukee) 

City of Milwaukee 
Wisconsin 

(excluding city of 
Milwaukee) 

Male     
Black  54.7 26.3 3.9 9.9 
Hispanic  27.2 13.2 2.0 4.9 
White  13.9 2.7 Reference group Reference group 

Female     
Black  9.4 12.6 5.8 31.7 
Hispanic  6.4 1.9 3.9 4.8 
White  1.6 0.4 Reference group Reference group 

 

                                            
2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Disparities in HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STDs, and TB. Defining Health 
Disparities. http://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/healthdisparities/. Published July 2014. Accessed March 2016. 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/healthdisparities/
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Over the period 2011-2015 (years have been combined due to the small number of cases for 
some racial/ethnic groups), the HIV diagnosis rate in Milwaukee for males was nearly five-
fold higher among Blacks and more than two-fold higher among Hispanics compared to 
Asians, the group with the lowest rate (Table 3, Figure 4). For females, the HIV diagnosis rate 
was nearly six-fold higher among Blacks and nearly fourfold higher among Hispanics 
compared to Whites. Among females, the rates for American Indians/Alaska Natives, Asians, 
and multi-racial individuals are unreliable due to the small number of cases in these 
categories. 
 
Figure 4: HIV diagnosis rate* by sex and race/ethnicity—Milwaukee, 2011-2015 
 

 
*Rates are not shown for race/sex groups with <5 cases over the 5-year period, which include American Indian males and females and multi-
racial and Asian females.  

 
Reported risk exposure category and sex 
Reported risk exposure categories for HIV infection include men who have sex with men 
(MSM); people with a history of injecting drugs (PWID); men who have sex with men who 
also have a history of injecting drugs (MSM/PWID); and heterosexual contact with a high-
risk partner, including someone known to be HIV positive, an injection drug user, or a man 
who has sex with other men. The risk exposure distribution of those diagnosed with HIV 
infection in Milwaukee during 2014 is shown in Table 4.  
 
Table 4: Number and percentage of new HIV diagnoses by sex and reported risk 
exposure category—Milwaukee, 2015 

 MSM and 
MSM/PWID PWID High-Risk 

Heterosexual Unknown Risk Total 

Male 72 (78%) 2 (2%) 5 (5%) 13 (14%) 92 (100%) 
Female - - 8 (62%) 5 (38%) 13 (100%) 
TOTAL 72 (69%) 2 (2%) 13 (12%) 18 (17%) 105 (100%) 
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Reported risk exposure category and age 
The median age at diagnosis in Milwaukee during 2015 was 30 years, with variation by risk 
exposure group (Figure 5). The median age for those with high-risk heterosexual exposure 
was 33, much younger than in previous years (age 48.5 in 2014), but still older than for MSM, 
28 years. Among Black MSM, it remained lower in 2015 (26 years), but was somewhat higher 
than in previous years (age 23.5 in 2014). The median age at diagnosis among MSM reflects 
in part the median age of the male population. However, differences in sexual debut, HIV 
prevalence, and HIV testing patterns may also explain the differing median age at diagnosis 
among MSM of various races/ethnicities. 
 
Figure 5: Median age at HIV diagnosis by reported risk exposure and among MSM 

by race/ethnicity—Milwaukee 2015 

 
 
Estimated risk exposure category 
In order to include all cases in risk-based analyses, a statistical method called imputation is 
used to estimate the most likely risk categories for cases with unknown risk (see Technical 
Notes in statewide report). After adjusting to account for those with unknown risk, 79% of 
new diagnoses among Milwaukee residents during 2015 were attributed to MSM (including 
1% with a history of injection drug use), 18% to high-risk heterosexual contact, and 3% to 
PWID. 
 
From 2006 to 2015, the estimated annual number of new HIV diagnoses fluctuated among 
the three risk exposure groups with no group having statistically significant increases or 
declines over the decade (Figure 6). 
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Figure 6: HIV diagnoses by estimated risk exposure group*—Milwaukee, 2006-2015 
 

 
 
Estimated risk exposure category and sex 
After adjusting to account for those with unknown risk, 79% of 2015 Milwaukee diagnoses 
were among MSM, including 2% who also injected drugs (Figure 7). Among males, male-to-
male sexual contact accounted for 91% of diagnoses; heterosexual exposure accounted for 
6% and injection drug use alone (non-MSM/PWID) accounted for 3%. Among females, 97% 
of diagnoses were attributable to high-risk heterosexual contact and 3% were due to 
injection drug use.  
 

 
Figure 7: Proportion of HIV diagnoses by sex and estimated risk exposure group*— 
Milwaukee, 2015 
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Young men who have sex with men by race/ethnicity 
 
Of the approximately 43 MSM ages 13-29 diagnosed with HIV infection in Milwaukee during 
2015, Blacks accounted for 77% of diagnoses, Hispanics for 9%, Whites for 7%, and men of 
multiple or other races for the remaining 7%. The annual number of new HIV diagnoses 
among young Black MSM in the city fluctuated over the course of the decade, with peaks in 
2010 and 2014 (Figure 8). The annual number of new diagnoses was stable among young 
Hispanic and White MSM over the decade with an average of 4 and 5 diagnoses annually 
among young White and young Hispanic MSM respectively. 
 
Figure 8: Trend in HIV diagnoses among MSM* ages 13-29 by race/ethnicity— 
Milwaukee, 2006-2015 
 

 
 
Populations most at risk 
After adjusting to account for those with unknown risk, new HIV diagnoses among young 
(ages 13-29 years) Black MSM accounted for one-third of all new diagnoses in Milwaukee 
during 2013-2015 (Figure 9). Older (ages 30 and older) Black MSM had the second highest 
number of new diagnoses, accounting for 15% of all diagnoses during this three-year period. 
The demographic groups shown in Figure 9 are those with 2% or more of new diagnoses in 
Milwaukee during 2013-2015.  
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Figure 9: Percentage of HIV diagnoses by selected sex, race/ethnicity, age, and risk 
group*—Milwaukee, 2013-2015 

 
 
Zip code of residence 
Table 5 and Figure 10 show the zip code of residence for new HIV diagnoses within 
Milwaukee from 2013-2015. The top seven of the city’s 41 zip codes (53206, 53210, 53209, 
53215, 53204, 53208, and 53218) each had more than 20 new cases over the past three 
years and together accounted for 54% of all new HIV diagnoses among Milwaukee residents 
during 2013-2015. 
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Table 5: Number and percentage of 
new HIV diagnoses by zip code of 
residence—Milwaukee, 2013-2015 

Figure 10: HIV diagnoses by zip code of 
residence,—Milwaukee, 2013-2015 

 
Zip Code of 
Residence Number Percent Cumulative 

Percent 
53206 39 11% 11% 
53210 32 9% 20% 
53209 28 8% 28% 
53215 26 7% 35% 
53204 24 7% 41% 
53208 24 7% 48% 
53218 22 6% 54% 
53212 18 5% 59% 
53207 15 4% 63% 
53214 15 4% 68% 
53223 15 4% 72% 
53216 12 3% 75% 
53205 11 3% 78% 
53225 11 3% 81% 
53233 10 3% 84% 
53202 9 3% 86% 
53213 7 2% 88% 
53219 7 2% 90% 
53211 6 2% 92% 
53221 6 2% 94% 
53222 6 2% 95% 
53224 6 2% 97% 
53217 3 1% 98% 
53227 3 1% 99% 
53226 2 1% 99% 
53228 2 1% 100% 
53220 1 0% 100% 
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Among young (ages 13-29) Black MSM, distribution by zip code of residence at HIV diagnosis 
is more concentrated. Five zip codes (53209, 53206, 53208, 53210, and 53218) each 
accounted for 11-13 of the approximately 100 new HIV diagnoses among young Black MSM 
in Milwaukee during 2013-2015. (Figure 11) 
 
Figure 11: HIV diagnoses among young (ages 13-29) Black MSM by zip code of 
residence—Milwaukee, 2013-2015  
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Disease status at diagnosis 
According to the CDC, late testers are individuals who progress to AIDS within one year of 
receiving their initial HIV diagnosis, including those who receive an HIV and AIDS diagnosis 
at the same time. Early diagnosis is important for optimal health outcomes for the infected 
individual and for reducing the risk of further disease transmission. 
 
The total proportion of people diagnosed with HIV infection in Milwaukee who progressed to 
AIDS within one year of HIV diagnosis, including concurrent diagnoses, remained stable from 
2011 to 2013 (30-33%) (Figure 12) and declined in 2014 (25%). In 2015, 15% of those with 
a new HIV diagnosis had a concurrent AIDS diagnosis, a decline from previous years. 
 
 
Figure 12: Percentage of new HIV diagnoses with concurrent AIDS diagnosis or 

progressing to AIDS within one year—Milwaukee, 2011-2015* 

 
 *Those diagnosed with HIV infection during 2015 have not had one full year to evaluate progression to AIDS and therefore this category is 
excluded. 

 
An upgrade to the national AIDS case definition may account for the apparent lower 
proportion of concurrent diagnoses made during 2014 and 2015. The AIDS case definition 
now takes into account the fact that one’s CD4 count may fall below 200 during the very 
early (acute) stage of HIV infection, whereas previously this person would have been 
considered as infected with AIDS. With the new case definition, individuals with a negative 
HIV test within six months prior to HIV diagnosis who have a CD4 count below 200 within six 
months after diagnosis are considered to be in early HIV infection rather than having 
progressed to AIDS.  
 
Figure 13 shows the proportion of new cases with a concurrent HIV and AIDS diagnosis 
during 2011-2014 in Milwaukee by demographic group. Due to small numbers, the only 
statistically significant difference between groups was younger versus older people. A 
smaller percentage of those ages 13-29 progressed to AIDS within one year of diagnosis 
compared to those ages 30 and older.  
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Figure 13: Proportion of new HIV diagnoses with concurrent AIDS diagnosis or 

progressing to AIDS within one year, by demographic group—
Milwaukee, 2011-2014 

 

 

PREVALENT CASES 
An estimated 2,913 people had been reported with HIV as of December 31, 2015. They were 
presumed to be alive and Milwaukee is their last known residence.  
 
CDC’s most recent estimate of the percentage of people living with HIV and unaware of their 
HIV infection in the U.S. is 12.8%, based on 2012 data.3  
 
CDC also estimated that in 2012, Wisconsin had a higher percentage unaware of their HIV 
status than in the nation as a whole—16.2%.4  
 
Based on the Wisconsin estimates, approximately 550 people are living in Milwaukee with 
HIV and unaware of their HIV infection. An actual HIV prevalence in Milwaukee is about 
3,500.  
 
HIV prevalence by last known zip code of residence is shown in Figure 14. Zip codes with the 
highest reported HIV prevalence were 53204, 53206, 53208, 53212, and 53215. Each zip 
code has 200 or more HIV cases. The remaining zip codes have fewer than 185 cases each. 
 

                                            
3 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Monitoring selected national HIV prevention and care objectives by using HIV 
surveillance data—United States and 6 dependent areas—2013. HIV Surveillance Supplemental Report 2015;20(No. 2). 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/library/reports/surveillance/. Published July 2015. Accessed March 2016. 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/library/reports/surveillance/cdc-hiv-surveillancereport_vol20_no2.pdf 

4 CDC MMWR. Morbidity and mortality weekly report; v. 64, no. 24. Estimated number of persons aged ≥13 years with HIV 
infection (diagnosed and undiagnosed), and percentage of those with diagnosed HIV infection, by jurisdiction† and year — United 
States, 2008–2012. Accessed March 2016. http://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/31699 
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Figure 14: Prevalent cases of HIV infection by last known zip code of residence—
Milwaukee, December 31, 2015 
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SYPHILIS DIAGNOSES  
Syphilis diagnoses can be an indicator of high-risk activity within the MSM community. Sores 
associated with syphilis infection can make it easier to transmit and acquire HIV. According 
to the CDC, nationally in 2014, MSM accounted for 83% of all primary and secondary syphilis 
cases among males in which sex of sex partner was known.5 
 
In Milwaukee County, the total number of primary, secondary, and early latent (PSEL) 
syphilis diagnoses fluctuated between 2012 and 2015, with an average of 99 new PSEL 
syphilis diagnoses per year. Half (49%) of these occurred among males, ages 13-29, and in 
this group, more than one in three (35%) had a previous or concurrent HIV diagnosis 
(Figure 15).  
 
 
Figure 15: Primary, secondary, and early latent (PSEL) syphilis diagnoses and HIV 

coinfection—Milwaukee County, 2012-2015  
 

 
 
  

                                            
5 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Sexually Transmitted Disease Surveillance 2014. Atlanta: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services; 2015 (Accessed March 21, 2016).   
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HIV TESTING 
HIV testing occurs in a variety of settings, including publicly funded test sites and private 
medical clinics. This section provides information about tests and new positives identified at 
publicly funded test sites in the city of Milwaukee, funded by the Wisconsin Division of Public 
Health. These sites reach out to those at highest risk. The overall new positivity rate for all 
tests conducted by publicly funded sites in Milwaukee between 2009 and 2015 was 0.6% 
(Figure 16). The new positivity rate was higher among MSM, especially Black MSM (2.7%). 
Among Black MSM, new positivity rates were above 2% in those ages 18-44 over the seven-
year period (Figure 17).  
 
Figure 16: New HIV positivity rate at publicly funded HIV test sites for various 
populations—Milwaukee, 2009-2015 

 
 
Figure 17: New HIV positivity rate at publicly funded HIV test sites for Black MSM 

by age group—Milwaukee, 2009-2015 
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The number of tests among Black MSM in Milwaukee peaked in 2015, with nearly 1,400 
tests; however, the new positivity rate was at its lowest—1.1%, down from a high of 6.3% in 
2010 (Figure 18).   
 
 
Figure 18: Total tests and new HIV positivity rate at publicly funded HIV test sites 

for Black MSM by year—Milwaukee, 2009-2015 
 

 
Over the seven-year period, nearly half of new HIV diagnoses in Milwaukee occurred at 
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TECHNICAL NOTES 
 
Technical notes included in the Wisconsin HIV/AIDS Surveillance Annual Summary: New 
Diagnoses, prevalent cases and deaths through December 31, 2015 
(https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p0/p00484.pdf) provide information 
addressed in this report about new diagnoses and prevalent cases. The technical notes below 
address two topics covered in this report but not in the statewide summary. 
 
Syphilis infection and syphilis and HIV co-infection  
Cases of primary, secondary, and early latent (PSEL) syphilis infection diagnosed during 
2012-2015 with Milwaukee as their county of residence were accessed from the Wisconsin 
Electronic Disease Surveillance System (WEDSS). Data for Milwaukee County, rather than 
city, were used because of incomplete reporting of city of residence.  
 
People living with HIV (PLWH) in Wisconsin as of December 31, 2015, were identified as 
prevalent HIV cases in the Enhanced HIV/AIDS Reporting System (eHARS) and matched by 
last name, first name, and date of birth against reports of PSEL syphilis with a Milwaukee 
County residence in WEDSS during 2012-2015. PSEL-HIV coinfection was defined as PSEL 
report within 30 days prior to, or any time after the date of HIV diagnosis. PSEL reflect cases 
reported in WEDSS as of March 8, 2016.  
 
HIV Testing  
EvaluationWeb is the source of the data on publicly funded HIV tests and new positives. Last 
name, first name, and date of birth of those testing HIV-positive are compared with 
information in eHARS to determine whether the positive test represents a new HIV diagnosis 
or a previously reported case. 
 
The information on site of diagnosis cited at the end of the HIV testing section is derived 
from the facility of diagnosis field in eHARS. 
 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p0/p00484.pdf
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