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n 1996, there were about 67,000 births to Wisconsin residents.  In
virtually all of these births, the mother received at least some
prenatal care.  The 1996 Wisconsin Prenatal Care Survey

provides information about barriers to receiving prenatal care, the
content of prenatal care, and characteristics of the pregnancy.  Survey
results are based on the responses to a mailback questionnaire from
4,697 Wisconsin women who gave birth in 1996. Teen and minority
mothers were oversampled.  The survey data can be analyzed with
birth certificate information and hospitalization records.  Survey
findings are weighted to represent all women giving birth in
Wisconsin.

Age of Mother
Total < 20 20 +

Pregnancy

• Had regular health care
provider before pregnancy 81% 61% 83%

• Pregnancy was planned 61 17 65

• Found out pregnant with
home pregnancy test 60 40 62

• Worked during pregnancy
...Full-time 9 months 31 4 34
...Less than 9 months full-

time and/or part-time 42 48 41
...Did not work 27 48 25

First Prenatal Visit

• It was hard to make first
prenatal care visit for one or
more reasons 11% 19% 11%

Specific reasons:
...I had to try more than one

office to get appointment. 2 4 2
...It took a long time to get

my first appointment. 6 8 6
...I wasn’t sure where to go. 3 7 3
...I wasn’t sure I would have

the baby. 2 3 2

Age of Mother
Total < 20 20 +

Content of Prenatal Care

• As part of prenatal care,
health care provider talked
about:
...Danger signs during

pregnancy (early labor,
bleeding, etc.) 83% 86% 83%

...What to do about early
contractions, vaginal
discharge, illness 79 82 79

...Discomfort from
pregnancy 81 86 80

...Diet and nutrition 81 82 81

...Avoiding drugs 80 87 79

...Drinking alcohol 81 87 80

...Smoking 81 88 80

...Attending childbirth
classes 71 81 70

...What happens during
labor and delivery 60 72 58

...Care of baby after birth 49 67 47

Insurance Coverage

• Had health insurance but
paid for some of care myself 54% 34% 56%

Hospital Stay

• Hospital stay after baby
was born:

...too short 40% 35% 40%

...about right 59 60 58

...too long 2 5 1

...didn’t stay in hospital 1 1 1

Region of State
Total S SE NE W N

Barriers to Care

• It was hard to get prenatal
care for one or more reasons 15% 12% 18% 13% 13% 13%

Specific reasons:
...I didn’t have enough

money. 4 4 4 4 3 3

...I didn’t know I was
pregnant early on. 3 2 4 2 1 2

...I didn’t have
transportation. 2 1 3 2 2 3

...I had problems finding a
doctor who would take
MA or Healthy Start. 2 1 3 1 0 0

...I couldn’t get an appoint-
ment at time I wanted. 4 5 5 3 5 5

...I didn’t think prenatal
care was necessary. 1 0 0 1 1 1

...I had trouble finding a
babysitter. 3 2 3 3 4 3

Place(s) Where Prenatal
Care Was Received

...Doctor’s office 80% 83% 83% 86% 59% 71%

...Hospital clinic 17 17 14 11 42 23

...Public health clinic 4 4 3 3 4 7

...Other clinic 4 3 4 6 3 6

...Community Health Center 2 2 3 1 1 1

...Other 2 1 2 2 3 2
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
The Prenatal Care Survey was a mailback survey sent to a
random sample of  8,820 Wisconsin women who gave birth
between April and June of 1996.  (Similar, but not identical,
surveys were conducted in 1985 and 1990.)

The overall response rate was 59%; the weighted response
rate was 72%.  The weighted response rate estimates what
the response rate would have been if all Wisconsin women
giving birth during this period had been surveyed.

Results of sample surveys are estimates, best understood in
conjunction with margins of error (error due to random
sampling variation).  The margins of error for this survey
(rounded to the nearest percent) were:

Margin of Margin of
Region Error (±) Age Error (±)
Western 4 Mother <20 4
Northeastern 3 Mother 20+ 2
Southern 3
Southeastern 2
Northern 4

The variables “It was hard to make first prenatal care visit for
one or more reasons” and “It was hard to get prenatal care for
one or more reasons” were constructed from the reasons
listed below each constructed variable.

Employment status during pregnancy was constructed with the
following mutually-exclusive categories:  “Full-time 9
months;” “Less than 9 months full-time and/or part-time” if
the respondent checked the full-time box (but worked less than
9 months full-time) or the part-time box; “Did not work” if
she checked neither the full-time nor the part-time box.
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For additional information call Yvonne
Brandreth at (608) 266-1920, or write to:

Wisconsin Division of Health
Center for Health Statistics

P.O. Box 309
Madison, WI  53701-0309
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